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Grace Church Memorials
The Sanctuary and
Chapel Flower Memorials

January 14 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Meredith Ellis Whitman by her parents, Greg and Susan Ellis
and her brother Matt.
January 21 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Arnold Johnson and Lloyd and Bertha Wilkins
by Peg Johnson.

Revision Continues at Grace in 2018
As we begin 2018, we look forward to our continuing participation in the reVision process. Following
our Convergence Summit held on November 19, 2017, we formed Implementation Teams around a
variety of topics which will be meeting and preparing for an Action Summit to be held in April 2018.
Implementation Team leaders will meet with our coach, Gregg Carlson, on Saturday, January 13 and
learn more about the work of the Implementation Teams.
What can you do?
Pray for Grace Church and the reVision process…that we will be
faithful in listening for God’s call for us as we seek to be God’s church.
 Support the work of the Implementation Teams!
 Be a part of an Implementation Team!


Epiphany 2018

The Church Spire will be illuminated
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January 7 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Matthew Wingfield by his family.

January 28 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Barbara J. Heaton by Ron Heaton and family.

January 2018

January 2018

January 7 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
David Sharp and Angela Combes by the Prayer Group.
January 14 to the Glory of God.
January 21 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Myron J. and Florence P. Beebe by Marge Candon.
January 28 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Connie Kelly by Pat and Mo Tucker.
****If you would like to have the Church Spire lit in
celebration or in the memory of a loved one please contact the
Church Office (775.4301). The cost for this is $20.

Saturday, January 6, 4:30 p.m.

After the Tree Burning ...

Epiphany Party & Tree Burning
Un-trim your tree and bring it to the
Ashcroft-Billings farm, 531 Creek Road,
North Clarendon for a bonfire and
celebration of the Light that came into the
world long ago. We will sing Epiphany
carols and have a great time. This is an
outdoor event so please dress warmly!

Epiphany Party & Chili Dinner
Join us in Fellowship Hall at 6 p.m. as
we celebrate Epiphany! There will
be activities and fun and a chili (meat
and vegetarian) dinner. See Kris
Charles with questions (465.8338/
kp22wood@yahoo.com). All are
welcome!

Sunday Worship in January
January 7 – Epiphany Sunday
Communion Sunday

Church Office Closed
Mondays, January 1 and January 15

Chapel Service
8:30 AM
Sanctuary Service
10:00 AM
Sanctuary Sunday
January 14 – Jazz Sunday
Chapel Service
8:30 AM
Sanctuary Service
10:00 AM
Whole Church School Program

January 21
Chapel Service
8:30 AM
Sanctuary Service
10:00 AM
Whole Church School Program
January 28
Chapel Service
8:30 AM
Sanctuary Service
10:00 AM
Whole Church School Program

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
They followed the Star…
“In the time of King Herod, after Jesus
was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking,
“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to
pay him homage.” Matthew 2:1, 2
On January 6th, we celebrate the day of Epiphany, the
day the star appeared in the heavens above the place
where the Christ child was born. In the Orthodox
tradition, Epiphany is the day to celebrate the giving
of presents. Epiphany, in most everyone’s childhood
memory, was the day the three wise men came from
the East bearing gifts to the baby Jesus. These “Magi”
were astronomers who in their study of the heavens
determined through prophetic writings that the child
born in Bethlehem would one day be king of the
Jews. The story goes that they first came to Herod,
ruler over Judea at the time, to inquire whether he
had any knowledge about the birth of the child. Only
after consulting with his religious experts did Herod
learn that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem
and so directed the Magi to find him and then return
to him with the location of the child so that Herod
may worship him too. Only, as we all know, that
wasn’t Herod’s intent at all! Herod was deeply
disturbed and threatened by the birth of Jesus as a
rival to his throne, not knowing that Jesus’ throne
was spiritual and not political!

of God mixed in with the sheer bravery of the wise
men to disobey the local ruler’s authority by going
home another way without returning to Herod.
Herod was deeply disturbed by their trickery and
rashly ordered all male children under the age of two
to be slaughtered. Had the wise men not obeyed the
prompting of the angel speaking to them, then the
whole gospel might have ended right then and there
and the world would be without the incarnation of
Jesus as God’s Son!
Sometimes it takes great acts of courage and wisdom
to follow the stars to discover where God leads. In
the year ahead, I feel this is the year of our wisdom
and courage as a congregation to follow the leading of
the Holy Spirit as we discern the courses of direction
God is inviting us to take through the work of the
reVision Implementation teams. Starting in January and
working through Easter, small teams of committed
members will be working on shaping feasible new
designs, missions and ministries for us to consider at
our next Action Summit, sometime after Easter. I am
hoping that their work will lead us into terra nova
where God’s Spirit will be out in front of us, leading
us to follow the stars to places and ministries yet
unknown! It’s all terribly exciting and quite un-nerving
at the same time. Will their outcomes lead us into
friendly territory or into a new way of being church
that will require something from all of us?
Perhaps, only God knows the real answers to our
questions. Our job now is to begin the journey
toward our “Bethlehem” following the guidance of the
stars (the Holy Spirit!). When we arrive at our
destination, I pray we have the gifts necessary to
present to God empowering us for the next phase of
our journey together as a people! I’m excited to get
there, but I’m also just as excited to take the journey
with you to bravely arrive with anticipation for the
next steps!

What’s amazing in this story is that had the wise men
not come bearing gifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrh, Mary and Joseph would never have been
empowered to finance their escape to Egypt away
from Herod’s grasp! We don’t know how long Mary
and Joseph remained in Egypt, only that an angel
appeared to Joseph in a dream explaining that Herod
had died and that it was safe for the child Jesus to May God’s Spirit guide us and lead us together into a
return to Nazareth, where he remained until his new place in 2018!
ministry.
Happy Epiphany to one and all!
What I find striking in this often-overlooked story
and holy day in our Christian calendar is the wisdom John
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Women at Grace Church
Women’s Small
Group
January 8 and 22
9:30-11:30 a.m.
We gather in the Parlor for conversation,
fellowship, and study. All are welcome to join
us. To learn more about the group, see Tracy
Weatherhogg (775.4301/ tracy@
gracechurchvt.org).

Let’s Do Lunch!
Thursday, January 25
11:45 a.m. at Roots
Plan now to join us on Thursday, January 25 at
11:45 a.m. at Roots, for an informal gathering
and time of fellowship. Please call the Church
Office by Monday, January 23 so a reservation
may be made. All women and friends of Grace
Church are welcome to join us!

We are Looking for Knitters!

Women’s Ministries Soup Sale
Sunday, January 14
Individual containers of soup
will be available for sale
immediately after each service
for a suggested donation of $5.
Come browse and help
support mission in our community.
Soup makers needed! Willing to make soup?
Contact Helen Willis (773.2115) or Pat
Mandeville (773.7165/ mdeville300@gmail.com).

A Prayer Shawl is a gift to someone needing love
and support. Many blessings and prayers are
knitted into each shawl as they are made and
blessed during a worship service. If you know of
someone who would benefit from a shawl please
contact the Office (775.4301) or one of us.
The Prayer Shawl Ministry group will meet on
Wednesday, January 10. Plan to join us at 9:30
a.m. for an hour. We have yarn, needles and
patterns or bring your own. For more information
please call Marty Barclay at 802.775.1076.

UCC New England Women’s Celebration
April 6-8, 2018 in Portland, Maine
The New England Women’s Celebration takes place every 4 years at
various places in New England. Its purpose is to reach women in the
pews and involve them in learning and sharing their faith beyond the
local church and Conference setting. It is organized by women from
UCC congregations across New England, but women from all
denominations and religious traditions are welcome.
Information about registration, schedule and workshops can be found
at www.uccwomenscelebration.org and is also available in the Office.
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Healing Ministry

From the Church Council: Mark your calendars now
for our Annual Meeting to vote on the 2018 Budget.
Sunday, February 11, 2018
Watch for more information.

There is still time to send in your 2018 Pledge to Grace …
as well as to complete your 2017 commitment.
As your tax year ends, please consider these additional ways to contribute:
IRA Distributions: Senior citizens aged 70½ and older are required to take an annual distribution
from their individual retirement accounts. Those distributions may result in lower taxes if they are
directed as charitable gifts.
Stock Gifts: Many donors like to make gifts of appreciated stocks at year-end – both for tax
reasons and because more personal wealth is often held in investments than in cash.
Nontraditional Assets: Grace Church may also accept gifts of real estate and other nontraditional
or non-liquid assets and convert them to cash.
If you have any questions, please call Beth Wolven, 802-775-4301
or beth@gracechurchvt.org.

SPRING CRAFT FAIR
Saturday, March 24, 2018, 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Vendor applications are ready. For a vendor application or more information,
email gracechurchrutlandvt@gmail.com or call Lisa Velasquez at 802.353.2566.
Workshop times in January 2018: Tuesdays, 1/9 and 1/23, 9 to 11:00 AM
We will be featuring items for Easter and Spring. Now that the holidays are over, hopefully you will
have more time to knit, sew, and craft. So join with us and make something for this Spring Sale.
Co-Chairs: Kris Charles (kp22wood@yahoo.com, 465.8338)
and Marty Barclay (grambarclay@hotmail.com, 775.1076)
Page 14 - The Star

By Rev. Bob Boutwell
A Healing Prayer Service will be held in the Chapel at Grace on Sunday,
January 14, at 11:25 a.m. Healing is one of the most important ministries
of the church. The anointing with oil and healing prayer is considered to
be one of the sacraments like baptism, communion and ordination in
some churches. It is one of the ways that God blesses, cleanses, heals and
forgives us. It is mentioned in the Letter of James in the Bible (James 5:13-15) as one of the
ministries of the Deacons or Elders of the church.
Talia came to see Dr. David Levy because of a headache that had been getting worse for two years.
Dr. David Levy is a neurosurgeon who specializes in treating aneurysms. He felt that her small
aneurysm was not the problem but that it was her unresolved grief over the death of Robbie, her 18
year old son two years before. She said that he had died of lymphoma. Everything possible had been
done medically to control the cancer, but it had spread and he had died. When he died she stopped
going to church. She said that Robbie seemed to be at peace with God but that for her it was a
problem. She was angry with God for causing Robbie to die. Dr. Levy told her that God loved her
and her son Robbie. He told her, “You are a daughter of the King, God loves you and has something
special for you to do here on Earth. It is God’s plan for you to overcome this grief and then to turn
around and help others who are going through similar trials.” Then Dr. Levy placed his hand on her
shoulder and prayed that God would bless her life and marriage, would show her how much God
loves her, heal her headache, and give new meaning and purpose for her life. Later she sent him a
letter affirming that he had healed her headache and had enabled her to come back to God and
express her sadness, anger, love, hope and the joy of knowing that God is still with her. She gives
thanks that she is being enabled to share this miracle of inner healing with others.
Grace Church offers a Healing Prayer service on the second Sunday of each month. Those who
need healing are invited to come and receive the love of Jesus with laying on of hands, the cleansing
and healing of prayer, the anointing with oil and the power of the Holy Spirit. In prayer you may ask
Jesus for repair of physical damage that you have suffered, healing for illness, emotional,
psychological disorders, or inner healing of hurtful memories. You may ask the Holy Spirit for
healing of genetic and inherited disorders that have come down through your family. You may ask
Jesus to extend healing to your family members and friends and others about whom you are
concerned. Members of the congregation are also urged to come to praise
God for healings they have received or have heard about and to offer prayers
for those who have come to seek healing.
Every Wednesday I am in my office at the church from 9 to 11:30 a.m. and
am available for healing prayers and consultations. You may contact me by
phone at 802.773.3057.or by email at revrbtwl@myfairpoint.net.
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Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord.
Jazz Sunday Celebration
January 14, 2018 at the 10 A.M. service at Grace Church
On Sunday, January 14th at the 10 a.m. service, Grace Church will celebrate
and worship in a special jazz service. The guest musicians that day will be
Onion River Jazz Band, a talented group based in Burlington that has been
inspiring congregations all over Vermont with their energy and spirit. This
seven-piece ensemble will play jazz arrangements of hymns as well as other
powerful music. The choir will sing gospel arrangements in the African
American tradition. Feel free to “rise up singing” if you feel the spirit! After
the service, the band will play jazz music in Fellowship Hall.

Martin Luther King JR. Evening Service - January 14, 7 p.m.
The Sanctuary Choir will be joined by the Spoon Mountain Singers,
directed by Bob Lloyd, for an evening service to commemorate the
work of Martin Luther King Jr. The music will reflect the themes of
peace and unity, and will include traditional spirituals, 15th Century
motets and chants composed by the monks of Western Priory in
southern Vermont.

Evensong Rehearsals - January 21 and 28 from 2-3:30 p.m.
Our series of evening services continues with a Festive Choral Evensong on February 11th at
4 p.m. at Trinity Episcopal Church. Grace Church and Trinity Episcopal choirs will combine to
offer up beautiful music for the Feast of the Transfiguration. All are welcome to join the choir,
rehearsals will be at Grace Church from 2 to 4 p.m. on January 21st and 28th and at Trinity
Episcopal Church on February 4th and 11th. A reception will follow the service. The next evening
service will be at Grace Church on Pentecost Sunday, May 20th.

Shetland Night - February 3 at 5:30 p.m.
All are invited to an evening celebrating the culture and traditions of
Britain’s most northerly group of islands, the Shetland Isles. Shetland has
a rich musical heritage and we will explore the folk tunes and dances of
these remote and rugged islands. There will be a baked potato dinner
(with all the toppings) at 5:30 p.m., followed by a short travelogue to set the scene. Then some of
New England’s finest folk musicians will strike up a tune and we’ll learn two Shetland dances: the
elegant Boston Two-step and the wild Eightsome Reel! A free-will offering will be taken during the
evening with proceeds to benefit the Organ Repair Fund.
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Christmas Poinsettia Memorials
Poinsettias given in loving memory of the following:
Axel J. and Jane Olney Anderson
Jane Anderson
Louis and Pauline Baker
Richard and Muriel Beckwith
Lee, Betty and Leland “Skip” Benger
Jean Blackmer
Gene Blake
H. Martin Brown
Hellin Carlson and Carl Carlson
Richard and Frances Chamberlain
Angela Combes
Kathleen Larkin Cook
Audrey B. Crippen
Andrew C. Crowley
Joan Dean
Pierre A. Delfosse
John Densmore
Judy Newton Emery
Marion Forrest
Cristin Gadue
Bob Giordano
Murray and Betty Grant
Dick Hammond
Anne Hart
John and Barbara Hazen
Brittney and Hope Hedding
Basil and Phyllis Henry
John and Ron Johnson
Dr. and Mrs. Palmer Jenkins
Cora W. and Clarence B. Ladabouche
Charles and June Lee
Newell and Dorothy Lee
Irene E. and Edward V. Melen
Abbie and Rich Mitchell

Eleanor and Burton Morse
Alex, Barbara (Lee) and Philip Nash
Bernice Newton
Rosemary Newton
Jasmine Noel
Donald, Dorcas, Donnie & George Parker
C. Arthur, Harriet, and Bob Potter
Anna and Edward Pulcer
Maria Pulcer
Dick and Bev Reardon
Walter S. Reuling
John Sikler
Winthrop and Edith Spencer
Richard Stack
Tom Stanley
Gilda and Corrado Tassoni
J. Allen and Frances Taylor
Andrew J. Thayer
Justin Thomas
Jeanine Warner
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene L. White
Stephen W. White
William W. White
Meredith Ellis Whitman
Ethel Y. Williams
Casey Wing
Curtis Yerrick
Mildred I. Young
Kirk Zimnick
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Grace Family Christmas Card
Joyous Christmas greetings from:
Dick and Dena Ackerman
Naomi Adams
Brian, Cathy, and Derek Allen
Gail Baker
Harmond Balch
Marty and Hugh Barclay
Emma, Alexis, Brandi, and Tom Barclay
Susan and Sanford Bassett
Fred and Lana Bates
Teresa Blake
Marjorie and Jim Candon
Brent and Jean Chamberlain
Barbara Densmore
Kathy Doyle, Jim Graves and family
Susan and Greg Ellis
Doris Farenkopf
Lincoln and Sara Fenn
Jeff and Carol Freeman
Cathy Fullenwider, Cynthia Hanson
and family
Russ and Ellen Green
Jen, Jody, Margo and Brad Hart
and families
Carolyn and David Hazen
Ray and Becky Hedding
Jeff and Robin Helwig and family
Steve, Mary and Annie Hissong-Pigeon
Lisa Jajack and Hunter and Ken Willis
Nancy Jeski

Rebecca Johnstone
Bonnie and Randy Kelly
Audrey, Brian, Heidi, and Rebecca Kerns
and ‘the spirit of Paul’
The Kulas Klopchin family
Jill Lane
Ted and Pat Mandeville
Andrea, Jack and Jake Miglorie
Gabriella Netsch
Dave and Greg Newton
Bob and Bette Parker
Rob Parker Jr. and family
George and Karen Parker and family
Bruce and Amy Peacock
Sandi, Tim, Lauren, Kyle and Samantha
Reardon
Jim and Ellen Schlagel
Jeannie, Michael, and Carissa Stimpfel
Lisa, Jacob and McKenzie Swane
Esther and Dan Swett
Travis, Kylie May and Joyce Webb
John, Tracy, Kyle, Emma, and Tyler
Weatherhogg
Ruth and Richard Westfall
Arnie Williams
Helen Willis
Beth Wolven and Leah Cressotti
Caitlin Wolven
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Grace Church Youth and Family Ministry

Youth News!

Souper Bowl Food Collection

Saturday, January 6—Join us
for the Epiphany Tree Burning
at Ashcroft-Billings at 4:30 p.m.
and then at the church for an Epiphany Party and
Chili Dinner at 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, January 7—Happy Epiphany Sunday …
come join us for a “normal” night!
Saturday, January 13—Rutland Meals Project
(see page 10 for more info). Sign up to volunteer
for a shift.

January 7 through February 4
The Church School invites everyone to
participate in our Souper Bowl Can collection
throughout the month of January until Souper
Bowl Sunday on February 4. This year we will be
working on Filling the Shelves! Watch for more
information but plan to bring your food items.
All food items will be donated to The
Community Cupboard.

Sunday, January 14 to Monday, January 15—
Lock in! See Tracy for details.
Sunday, January 21 – Youth Sunday Planning
Sunday, January 28—Welcome Table Dinner
and Youth Sunday planning! We will gather at 3
p.m. to continue our work on Youth Sunday,
then move up to Fellowship Hall to help in
serving the dinner at 5 p.m.

Church School Schedule
Sunday, January 7—Sanctuary Sunday
Sundays, January 14, 21, and 28—Whole
Church School program returns

Bagels, Bible Study, & Pancakes Too!
Epiphany Sunday, January 7, 9:00 a.m.
All ages are welcome—individuals, and families …
young and old and in between!
Join us in Fellowship Hall as we gather for bagels,
pancakes, and Epiphany Bible study and activities.
Contact Tracy or Lisa Velasquez with questions.

‘Souper’ Bowl Sunday, February 4
More than 22 years ago, ‘Souper’ Bowl of Caring
began with a simple prayer from a single youth
group: “Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl football
game, help us to be mindful of those without even a
bowl of soup to eat.”
Since that day, more than $100 million has been
raised for local charities across the country
through Souper Bowl of Caring. We can help
alleviate hunger! On ‘Souper’ Bowl Sunday,
February 4, our youth will hold soup pots at
church doors as they join young people in
churches all across the country to collect money
for those who are hungry and hurting. Groups in
all 50 states and outside the United States
participate. All of the money collected is donated
to a charity selected by the participant. Money
collected at Grace Church will go to The
Community Cupboard. Please support the youth
of our church in this effort to “love our
neighbors” by dropping your dollar in the soup
pot on Souper Bowl Sunday!

“Today a reader, tomorrow a leader.” - Margaret Franklin

Book Reviews by Florence Boutwell
Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand by Helen Simonson
Once again we are in a small village in rural English countryside. The Major (who is retired) is the
principal actor in this story. Major Pettigrew is courtly, a stickler for protocol, somewhat of a
curmudgeon. His son, Roger, is from another generation, figuratively as well as literally. Roger is all
for working the angles of business to benefit himself, but the Major does not see life from that
angle. Edgecombe St. Mary has citizens from Pakistan and other ‘foreign’ countries, who are met
with thinly veiled dislike by some.
Major Pettigrew is friendly with Mrs. Ali Pakistani, who runs a small shop of
general merchandise. The local Golf Club decides to hold a costumed dance,
which turns into a disaster. Roger’s fiancé decides to return to America (leaving
Roger), the Major offers his spare room to Abdul Wahid, who is in need physically, monetarily and culturally. A wedding is planned but then doesn’t
occur. Major Pettigrew saves Abdul from his ‘honor bound’ jump off a cliff into
the cold sea.
There are episodes aplenty to keep the reader anticipating what comes next … ‘how it will all end
up?’ There is a great deal going on in this author’s first novel: domestic comedy, late-life romance, a
culture clash , warmth and charm. “It’s a book to make you think, laugh and ultimately cheer.”

Listening for God Book Discussion Group - Thursday, January 18
Join us at 5:30 p.m. in the Parlor for a potluck supper as we discuss The Second
Mrs. Hockaday by Susan Rivers. Books will be available in the Church Office or
on Sunday mornings for $10. All are welcome to join us!
Any questions, contact Janice Prindle (342.2924/ jlpen77@gmail.com) or Tracy
Weatherhogg (775.4301/ tracy@gracechurchvt.org).

Don’t forget!
Food Shelf Sunday—January 7th!

2017: 6,539 groups raised > $10,000,000 in food & cash
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Our Beloved Star

Grace Church in the Wider Community

Rutland Meals Challenge Packaging Event
at the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!!!
The Rutland Meals Challenge packaging event will be held on Saturday,
January 13. Since 2013, the Rutland Meals Challenge has added tens of
thousands of meals to the local emergency food system. We have provided meals to a dozen local
food shelves, including the Community Cupboard of Rutland and the Vermont Food Bank. This year
they would like to add 40,000 servings to that total, and need almost 300 people to make this event a
success! There are opportunities for set-up, breakdown, packaging shifts, box builders, carton hauling
& stacking, and movers & shakers (who refill the food bins as we work).
Each volunteer must sign up individually, even if part of a team. There will be several shifts:
9:30-11a.m.; 11-12:30 p.m.; 12:30-2 p.m.; 2-3:30 p.m.
Fast-paced, easy, fun, creating friendships for people of all ages. If you are interested contact Tracy
(775.4301/ tracy@ gracechurchvt.org) OR sign up directly by visiting http://www. signupgenius.com/
go/30e0f4baeac22abf94-rutland1. Sign up individually but also indicate are from Grace Church.

Fourth Sunday Welcome Table Dinner
Sunday, January 28, 5:30 p.m.
The Welcome Table Dinner is a free meal offered the 4th Sunday of each month
thanks to the help of many volunteers. Volunteers are needed each month to:




help to prepare food
be a table host
donate desserts





help serve
help with clean-up
coordinate the meal

To volunteer or to learn more about coordinating a Fourth Sunday Dinner, contact Wendy Daley
(438.2914/ wdaley@me.com) or Tracy Weatherhogg (775.4301/ tracy@gracechurchvt.org).

Boy Scout Tree Collection
On January 6 and 13, local Boy Scout troops will help you to dispose of your Christmas tree. To
schedule your tree pickup, please contact Guy Babb (353.7443/ babb6@comcast.net) or Frank Wilk
(860.985.7765/ frank.wilk@kdius.com). Donations will be accepted at pickup and will benefit Boy
Scout Troops 105/112/120.
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Since I was a little girl I’ve loved our steeple’s star. I remember wondering who
climbed up there to hang it every year, imagining what a difficult task it would be!
It turns out that the star began shining from its perch in 1914 at the initiative of the
First Congregational Church’s then pastor. It was a plywood affair with a few
porcelain light fixtures. Imagine the excitement of seeing that star shine for the
first time! In 2015 the star was rehabilitated; rewiring was accomplished, light
bulbs were replaced with LED’s, and the star was brought up to code (who knew
there was a code for a star?) Not to remove the romance from the shining symbol
of Christ’s birth, it’s good to know that the star is in good shape, ready to be
Rutland’s beacon of God’s love for the next century.
The star was lit on the first Sunday of Advent and will go dark on Epiphany, the observance of the
three wise men reaching the Christ Child. I so look forward to the lighting and am always sad to see
the light go dark, the festive season coming to an end. But it’s comforting to know that star is
always there, quietly standing watch over our community through the changing seasons until Advent
prompts its bright return.
Marge Candon

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!
Grace Church would not appear in all its holiday splendor without the loving hands of many people ...








Fred and Lana Bates
Dee Bort
Sharon Brown
Jim Candon
Jeff and Carol Freeman
Jo Fretz
Carolyn Hazen









Edith Hiller
Lisa Jajack
Richard Kaufman
Bonnie and Randy Kelly
Holley Moran
JoAnn Richardson
Margery Salmon









Michael Stimpfel
Jacki Stack
Esther and Dan Swett
Ed and Dotti Wheeler
Arnie Williams
Helen Willis
Ken Willis

Marge Candon, a special thank you and our gratitude for the many hours you gave us from your loving
hands for the exquisite needlework decorations that adorned our
Parlor tree.
May you all have a happy
and most healthy new year.
Blessings,
David Hazen
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ON-GOING WEEKLY
EVENTS
SUNDAY
8:30 Chapel Service
9:00 Choir Rehearsal
10:00 Sanctuary Service
11:15 A Time of Fellowship
11:45 Joyful Noise
Choir Rehearsal
MONDAY
8:00 AA
5:30 AA
6:45 Tintinnabula
7:00 Boy Scouts
TUESDAY
9:00 Yoga
12:00 Staff Meeting
5:00 Women’s AA
6:00 Bereavement Support
6:30 Wit’s End
7:00 AA
7:00 GA
WEDNESDAY
7:00 Prayer Group
8:00 AA
11:30 Men’s Luncheon
12:00 AA
4:00 Children’s Choir
7:00 Sanctuary Choir
THURSDAY
12:00 AA
FRIDAY
8:00 AA

MONDAY

SUNDAY

1.2

1.1

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

1.7 Epiphany Sunday
Communion

1.8
9:30 Women’s Small Group

9:00 Bagels & Bible Study
3:00 Robert DeCormier
Memorial Concert
5:00 Youth Group

1.14 Jazz Sunday
Soup Sale Sunday

1.21 Greeting Card Sunday
Equal Exchange Sales
11:30 3rd Sunday Lunch

9:00 Yoga

1.9
9:00 Yoga
9:00 Craft workshop

1.4

1.10
7:00 Prayer Group
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open
9:30 Bible Study
9:30 Prayer Shawl Ministry

1.11

4:00 Children's Choir
7:00 Sanctuary Choir

1.15 OFFICE CLOSED

1.16

1.17
7:00 Prayer Group
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open
9:30 Bible Study

9:00 Yoga
9:00 Sewing Group

4:00 Children's Choir
7:00 Sanctuary Choir

9 am to 4 pm Nonviolence
training
1.22

1.23

9:30 Women’s Small Group 9:00 Yoga
9:00 Craft workshop
12:00 Red Cross blood drive

1.29

1.30
9:00 Yoga

5:30 Welcome Table Dinner

THURSDAY

1.3
7:00 Prayer Group
8:00 Property Committee
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open
9:30 Bible Study
6:00 GPS Board Meeting
No Children’s or Sanctuary
Choir rehearsals

4:30 Mission & Service

AA - Alcoholics Anonymous
GA - Gamblers Anonymous
GPS - Grace Pre-School
1.28

WEDNESDAY

5:30 Music Committee

11:25 Healing Prayer Service
3:00 Campaign for nonviolence
training event
7:00 MLK worship service

TUESDAY

FRIDAY

1.5

1.6

6:15 Diaconate Sub-Committees
7:00 Diaconate

4:30 Epiphany Tree Burning Party
6:00 Epiphany Party & Chili
Dinner
1.12

STAR DEADLINE

1.13
Rutland Meals Challenge
(see p. 10)

1.18

1.19

1.20

1.26

1.27

5:30 Listening for God Book
Discussion and Potluck

1.24
7:00 Prayer Group
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open
9:30 Bible Study

1.25

4:00 Children's Choir
7:00 Sanctuary Choir

6:00 Church Council

11:45 Let’s Do Lunch

1.31
7:00 Prayer Group
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open
9:30 Bible Study
4:00 Children's Choir
7:00 Sanctuary Choir
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