
                         LENT 2018 

           Living the Beatitudes 

  

Our theme for Lent is Living the Beatitudes based on the Beatitudes from 

Matthew 5 and the book, The Beatitudes of Peace: The Beatitudes, Peacemaking 

and the Spiritual Life by Fr. John Dear. With the Beatitudes as our foundation, 

we envision the world as God calls us to see it and the world God calls us to 

help bring about. See page 4 for ways to participate in our Lenten season. 

 

March 4     Third Sunday of Lent 

        Communion Sunday  

        Blessed are those who hunger and 

  thirst for justice 

        Tracy Weatherhogg, preaching 
 

March 11    Fourth Sunday of Lent 

         Blessed are the merciful; Blessed  

  are the pure in heart 

         John Weatherhogg, preaching 
 

March 18    Fifth Sunday of Lent 

         Blessed are the peacemakers  

         John Weatherhogg, preaching 
 

March 25    Palm Sunday 

         Tracy Weatherhogg, preaching  

         Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast

         One Great Hour of Sharing   
We will gather in Fellowship Hall with palms in 

hand ready to walk to the Sanctuary.  Come 
join the Palm Sunday parade and processional.   

Thursday, March 29     

     Maundy Thursday Communion Service 

     7 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 

Again this year we will worship in Fellowship 

Hall around the round tables for this service 

remembering Jesus’ meal in the upper rooms 

with his disciples. 
 

Friday, March 30      

     Good Friday Tenebrae Service 

     7 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 

Join us for this moving service of shadows as 

we move from the light into the darkness 

and hear the story of the passion of Jesus 

through scripture and anthems. 
 

Sunday, April 1     Easter Sunday 

      6 a.m. Sunrise Service at Ashcroft- 

 Billings Farm 

     10 a.m.  Easter Sunday worship service in 

 the Sanctuary 
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A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 
  

To Dust You Shall Return… 
 

A couple weeks ago, interestingly 

enough on Valentine’s Day, we in the 
church “celebrated” Ash Wednesday...that ritual 

that reminds us, as we enter the Lenten 
Discipline, that “we are dust, and to dust we shall 
return!” It sounds like an odd reminder to recall 

as we enter a spiritually rich season as precursor 
to Holy Week, culminating in Easter Resurrec-

tion. The Old Testament prophet Joel reminded 
us that we are ultimately God’s children, created 

from the essence of earth and elements, as well 
as from genetic “dust” and parental DNA. 

Humbly we came into this world, and humbly 
we’ll exit this world and hopefully, we’ll boldly go 

about God’s business in the days in-between! Ash 
Wednesday reminds us to boldly rely upon God’s 

grace and God’s love as we step out into our 
world each and every day. And that, as we go, we 

are not on our own! We are God’s children, 
God’s disciples, God’s living DNA. And God 

deeply relies upon us to spread that genetic dust 
everywhere we go. 
 

Alan Sherouse, a pastor from North Carolina, 

shared how difficult it was for him to make the 
sign of the cross on his own children’s foreheads, 

reminding them that they are mortal and that, 
they too, one day will die - hopefully in the 
outstretched arms of Jesus. It was a potent 

reminder of our own humanity, our many social 
weaknesses, our inherently corrupted flesh and 

troubling natures.  
 

He writes, “It’s a good thing, too, because I want 
no part of ashing my own children. ‘Someone else 

will need to put the ash on the Sherouse kids,’ I 
say with a chuckle and a tear. As a minister, I am 

often reminded of my own mortality. But my 
kids? They’re all parts glitter and no parts ash. 

And I don’t want to be the one to tell them, 
“Remember you are dust…” The world will tell 

them that clearly enough.” 

Sherouse continues, “And then I got the full news 

of the shooting in Parkland, Florida, while leaving 
the Sanctuary and scrolling with my ashen thumb. 

“Aren’t you from Parkland?” a friend had asked via 
text earlier in the day, before I knew it was the 

latest hash-tagged locale. I assumed his most 
recent Tinder date must be with a Florida gal. 

“Not Parkland. Lakeland,” I wrote back, but I was 
still a Florida guy for most of my life. That means 
countless friends have personal connections. 

College friends are mourn-ing for their high school 
alma mater. A college classmate, friend, and fellow 

Baptist pastor is grieving the death of his 
adolescent buddy, known to the rest of us as the 

heroic football coach who stood in front of 
students against an AR-15. 
 

I scroll through these points of connection, and it 

somehow brings this closer. Then again, personal 
connections aren’t needed. At one level I am from 

Parkland. We all are. Because this is the world. It’s 
not some scary place far off beyond my reach. It’s 

not some place that imposes something on my 
children from which I’m otherwise shielding them. 

It’s the place I live; it’s within my control. It’s a 
place that I am co-creating. God created a garden, 

but we have created the world as it is. So this is 
the world as we have made it—as I have made 

it.” (Feb. 15, 2018, ChristianCentury.org)  
 

Even here in Vermont, in a town not far from us, it 
all came crashing in around us! It is as close as 

next door, and our attentions stood up straight. 
Before we respond too quickly about the failure of 

society, or family, or education, or legislature, or 
psychiatry, let us be reminded that these children 

are all our children! That as we spread the ashes 
of mortality across their foreheads, they are all us 
in their full vulnerability as growing human beings 

and that we are all responsible for their actions, 
because they’re learning it all from us, just as we 

learned it from our parent’s generations… We 
have a role to play in their lives and legacy, just as 

we have in our own lives and legacies. We all share 
a responsibility to raise all God’s children with 

tenderness, love and well-being. 
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Healing Ministry  by Rev. Bob Boutwell 
 

Beth Darnall, PhD is a professor of Pain Medicine at Stanford University. In an 

article in Spirituality & Health magazine she tells about Jolene, whose car was rear-

ended by a truck when she stopped at a traffic light. This resulted in chronic neck 

and back pain that she thought would subside in a few weeks and she could return 

to work. But it didn’t go away but became unbearable and she had to leave her high

-powered career. For about a year she forced herself to take care of her family, but finally her body 

sent her into crisis. Then she came to Doctor Beth, burdened with guilt for letting her family down 

and becoming a burden to them.  
 

In working with Jolene, multiple family stressors came to light and Jolene began to develop skills to 

manage her stress and pain.  She learned the importance of self-care and her suffering decreased.  She 

was able to set limits with her family and spend more time each day in meditation and prayer. “I still 

have some pain,” she said, “but I am no longer the victim. I feel more stable, less fragile, more creative 

and more in control.”  She has cut down on her pain medications and by chronic pain management 

has acquired wisdom about self-care, authentic choices and compassionate living.    
 

The Healing Prayer Service at Grace Congregational United Church of Christ can offer you the 

healing touch of Jesus and this kind of inner healing of the stress in your life that can set you free from 

chronic pain. 
 

There will be a Healing Prayer Service in the Chapel at 11:25 a.m. on Sunday, March 11 following the 

regular worship service. Come to receive laying on hands, anointing with oil and healing prayers. 

Members of the congregation are also invited to come, to share healing experiences and offer prayers 

for others seeking healing.  Prayers and consultations are also available during my office hours at the 

church every Wednesday from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. or at other times and even at your home by 

appointment. You may contact me by phone at 802.773.3057 or by email at bob@gracechurchvt.org. 

How are we doing? The world has become decid-

edly smaller and scarier in these days. Fear has 
tried to shape us into numb, non-responsive parti-

cipants who are made to feel helpless to respond.  
 

“You are dust, and to dust you shall return,” Joel 
reminds us, in order that we might rise up and be 

empowered by God’s creative energy and DNA! 
We do not have to rely upon our weakened 

energy and failing attitude. We can rise up and 
raise a ruckus to say, “This must change! No 

longer it is even reasonable that something like 
this should happen in our neighborhoods, nation 

or world!” We need to join our voices and stand 
up to the powers and principalities that want us to 

believe that we’re voiceless to do anything about 

it, and to reach out to those nearby, in love to 
make a change, not just to policies, but to lives 

and to people as well. God’s voice must be a 
part of this conversation. Yes, we are dust, but 

we are God’s dust! And we are empowered by 
the essence of Love to make a difference in our 

world! So, let’s get out and yell, march, and act! 
 

I look forward to sharing the power and meaning 
of Holy Week and Resurrection Hope with you 

all! May God be blessed through you this week!   
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How can you participate in Lent at Grace Church? 
 

 Books are still available! 

 Purchase a book, John Dear’s The Beatitudes of Peace:  Meditations  

 on The Beatitudes, Peacemaking, and the Spiritual Life and follow along 

 with the weekly themes. 
 

 Attend one of the weekly discussion opportunities:  

 Sundays from 4-5:30 p.m. OR Tuesdays from 6-7:30 p.m.  
 

 Be with us for the Midweek Lenten Dinners on Wednesday from 5:30- 6:30 p.m. 

 We gather for dinner at 5:30 p.m. and following dinner we are led in a brief activity  

 related to our theme.  
 

 Plan to be with us on Tuesday, March 20th at 7 p.m. when Fr. John Dear speaks about his 

most recent book, They Will Inherit the Earth: Peace and Nonviolence in a Time of Climate Change.  

See below for more information. 
 

 Join us for Bible study on Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. throughout Lent. 

 Come as we explore the scripture readings that will be the focus of worship the following  

 Sunday.  No experience needed!  Come each week or whenever you are able.   

 

 

 

They will Inherit the Earth   
with Fr. John Dear 

Tuesday, March 20, 7:00 p.m. 
 

John Dear is an internationally known voice for 

peace and nonviolence. A long time activist, 

popular lecturer, and movement organizer,  

John is the author of 35 books and hundreds of articles,  

including Living Peace, Jesus the Rebel, and The Nonviolent Life. He was recently nominated for the 

Nobel Peace Prize by Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 

 

MONDAY, MARCH 12  is the next STAR deadline for the  

April 2018 issue.  

Lent  at  Grace  Church 



It is good to praise the LORD and make music to your name, O Most High. 

 

Rehearsal Schedule for March 
 

Just a reminder of the choral rehearsals in March: 
 

 March 7 6:30-7 p.m. TTBB rehearsal. 7-9 p.m. Sanctuary Choir 

 March 14 6:30-7 p.m. SSAA rehearsal. 7-9 p.m. Sanctuary Choir 

 March 21 6:30-7 p.m. TTBB rehearsal. 7-9 p.m. Sanctuary Choir 

 March 28 6:30-7 p.m. SSAA rehearsal. 7-9 p.m. Sanctuary Choir 

 

St Patrick’s Day Weekend Hymn Sing 
 

Please join us in the Grace Sanctuary on Sunday, March 18th at 4 p.m. for a hymn sing to 

celebrate St Patrick’s day weekend. Besides seasonal hymns and organ music, Diane and Alastair 

will perform a beautiful organ and piano duet of Danny Boy. 

 

Rutland Area Chorus Spring Concert Rehearsals 
 

Rehearsals begin for the Rutland Area Chorus performance of Gabriel Faure’s Requiem on 

April 29th. Rehearsals are from 2-4 p.m. beginning March 25th in Grace Fellowship Hall. We 

break for Easter, and then resume on April 8th. Scores are available for anyone to review before 

the first rehearsal. Please call the Church Office (775.4301). 

 

 March 25, 2-4 p.m.        April 15, 2-4 p.m.        April 29, 2-3 p.m. dress rehearsal 

 April 8, 2-4 p.m.        April 22, 2-4 p.m.  Concert at 4 p.m. 
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Mission and Service and Women’s Ministries invite EVERYONE 

Lenten Breakfast on Saturday, March 10, 8:30 to 10:00 a.m. 
 

Join us as we gather for a time of fellowship and an opportunity to hear from Dr. Jim Wright as he 

shares with us his experience of his recent trip to Cambodia where he used his dental skills to 

serve the people there.  A free-will offering will be received to go to Grace Church’s Mission and 

Service efforts in our community.  Plan to be with us! 

Material Aids Sewing Group - March 20 
  

We are looking for more people who would like to join us in sewing “school 

bags” for Church World Service Kit Program. We meet on the third Tuesday of 

each month through April, 9 a.m. to1 p.m., with a break for refreshments. 

 

In March we will be in the process of collecting items for the CWS Hygiene Kits. These kits are 

important to struggling families in the face of floods, hurricanes, tornados, violence, or grinding 

poverty and help to make the difference between sickness and health. 

 

ITEMS NEEDED: 

Hand towels (approx. 16”x28”), washcloths, finger or toenail clippers, toothbrushes in original 

packaging, bars of soap (bath size in wrappers), standard size band aids, combs (large tooth kind).  

Boxes for these items will be at the West and Center Street doors. 
 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, March 20. Please come and join us.   Please contact Helen 

Willis (773.2115) or Dena Ackerman (773.6435) with any questions.  

The Fortnightly - March 15  
 

On Thursday, March 15 at 2:00 p.m. in the Chapel, The Fortnightly will present  

Do You Hear What I Hear? with Barbara Kirk, audiologist.   

Bring your questions and concerns about hearing issues.   
 

As always, tea and sweets will be served in the Parlor after the program.  

All are welcome to this very informative program. 

  

For further information or to arrange transportation, please contact Bonnie Kelly  

(775.2249) or Audrey Kerns (773.9374). 

Please join us for an enjoyable, warm afternoon on a cold March day. 

Women at Grace Church 
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Women at Grace Church 

  We are Looking for Knitters! 
  

We would love to have you join us in the Parlor on the second Wednesday 

of each month for an hour or so to knit and crochet Prayer Shawls.  A 

Prayer Shawl is a gift to someone, to “wrap” them in prayers and bring them 

comfort, love and strength. Many blessings and prayers are knitted and cro-

cheted into each shawl as it is made and then later blessed during a worship service. 
 

Please consider joining us on Wednesday, March 14 at 9:30 a.m. for an hour or so. We have 

yarn, needles and patterns or bring your own. Want to learn … come, and we will teach you! If 

you know of someone who would benefit from a shawl please contact the Church Office at 

775.4301 or Marty Barclay at 775.1076. 

Let’s Do Lunch! 
Wednesday, March 28    

11:45 AM at Roots 
 

Plan now to join us on Wednesday, March 28 

at 11:45 a.m. at Roots, for an informal 

gathering and time of fellowship.  Please call the 

Church Office by Tuesday so a reservation may 

be made.  All women and friends of Grace 

Church are welcome to join us! Contact Tracy 

for more information (775.4301). 

Women’s Ministries 

Soup Sale 
Sunday, March 11 

 

Following worship, individual containers of 

soup will be available for purchase in 

Fellowship Hall. Come check out the 

selections and help support mission in our 

community. Contact Helen Willis (773.2115) 

or Pat Mandeville (773.7165/ mdeville300@ 

gmail.com) if you would like to donate soup.  

Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast and Challenge 
Palm Sunday, March 25       9 a.m. – Fellowship Hall 

 

Everyone is invited to join us for Palm Sunday Pancakes beginning at 9 a.m. in 

Fellowship Hall.  Join us for food and fellowship followed by a Palm Sunday 

processional into the Sanctuary for worship.   

 

Calling all “pancake chefs” who are willing to create delicious pancakes and be a part of the 

Pancake Challenge!  If you have a favorite pancake recipe that you would like to enter in the 

Challenge, contact Tracy Weatherhogg (775.4301/tracy@gracechurchvt.org). 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiL6ePHjMTZAhUM6YMKHWixBrsQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fholytrinitywci.org%2Fevents%2Fpalm-sunday-pancake-breakfast-2&psig=AOvVaw0KX3ZhwXpHtfabH8yfNHas&ust=15197479491
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 ON-GOING WEEKLY 

EVENTS 
 

SUNDAY 

  8:30 Chapel Service 

  9:00 Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 Sanctuary Service 

11:15 A Time of Fellowship 

11:45 Joyful Noise Choir Rehearsal 
 

MONDAY 

  8:00 AA 

  5:30 AA 

  6:45 Tintinnabula 

  7:00 Boy Scouts 

   
     

TUESDAY 

  9:00 Yoga 

12:00 Staff Meeting 

  6:30 Wit’s End 

  7:00 AA 

  7:00 GA 
 

WEDNESDAY 

  7:00 Prayer Group 

  8:00 AA 

11:45 Men’s Luncheon 

12:00 AA 

  4:00 Children’s Choir 

  7:00 Sanctuary Choir 
 

THURSDAY 

12:00 AA 
 

FRIDAY 

 8:00 AA 
 

SATURDAY 

 
 

GPS - Grace Preschool      
AA- Alcoholics Anonymous    

GA - Gamblers Anonymous 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

       

    3.1 

 

 

 

 

 

6:15 Diaconate Sub Committees 

7:00 Diaconate 

3.2 3.3 

 

 

3.4    Communion Sunday 

          Food Shelf Sunday 

 

 

 

 

  4:00 Lenten Discussion 

  4:00 Confirmation Class 

  5:00 Youth Group 

 

3.5 

 
 
 

 
 
 
5:30 Music Committee 

3.6 

 

 

9:00 Craft Workshop 

 

 

 

4:30 Mission and Service 

6:00 Lenten Discussion 

3.7 

7:00 Prayer Group 

8:00 Property Committee 

9:00 Healing Ministry Office 

        Open 

9:30 Bible Study 

4:00 Children's Choir  

5:30 Lenten Dinner  

6:30 GPS Board Meeting 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir  

3.8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.9 3.10 

 

8:30 Lenten Breakfast 

3.11    Soup Sale 

 

11:25 Healing Prayer Service 

 

 

  4:00 Lenten Discussion 

  4:00 Confirmation Class 

  5:00 Youth Group 

3.12 

     STAR DEADLINE 

 
9:30 Women's Small Group 

3.13 

 

9:00 Yoga 

9:00 Craft Workshop 

 

 

6:00 Lenten Discussion 

3.14 

7:00 Prayer Group 

9:00 Healing Ministry Office 

        Open 

9:30 Bible Study 

9:30 Prayer Shawl Ministry 

4:00 Children's Choir  

5:30 Lenten Dinner  

7:00 Sanctuary Choir  

3.15 

 

 

 

2:00 The Fortnightly 

 

 

3.16 3.17 

3.18  Greeting Card Sunday 

         Equal Exchange Sales 

 

11:30 3rd Sunday Lunch 

  2:00 ALICE Training 

  4:00 Hymn Sing 

  4:00 Lenten Discussion 

  4:00 Confirmation Class 

  5:00 Youth Group 

3.19 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00 New Member Class 

 

 

3.20 

 

9:00 Yoga 

9:00 Sewing Group 

 

5:15 Finance Committee 

6:00 Lenten Discussion 

7:00 John Dear Book Tour 

        Presentation 

3.21 

7:00 Prayer Group 

9:00 Healing Ministry Office 

        Open 

9:30 Bible Study 

 

4:00 Children's Choir  

5:30 Lenten Dinner  

7:00 Sanctuary Choir  

3.22 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00 Church Council 

3.23 

 

3.24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. Craft Fair 

3.25   Palm Sunday 

 

9:00 Pancake Challenge 

1:30 RAC Rehearsal 

 

4:00 Lenten Discussion 

4:00 Confirmation Class 

5:00 Youth Group  

5:30  Welcome Table Dinner 

3.26 

 

9:30 Women’s Small Group 

3.27 

 

  9:00 Yoga 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.28 

  7:00 Prayer Group 

  9:00 Healing Ministry Office 

  9:30 Bible Study 

11:45 Let’s Do Lunch 

   

 4:00 Children's Choir  

 4:45 Soup Bowls for Hunger  

 6:15 Soup Bowls for Hunger  

 7:00 Sanctuary Choir  

3.29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Maundy Thursday Service 

3.30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Good Friday Service 

3.31 

 

9:00 Grace Preschool Egg Hunt  

        and Pancake Breakfast 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiJ9ZXcjLrZAhXE4IMKHak_A5MQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffineartamerica.com%2Ffeatured%2Fcrocus-flower-in-the-snow-david-aubrey.html&psig=AOvVaw0QAHytJcuonhVOI07yG9bs&u
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

       

    3.1 

 

 

 

 

 

6:15 Diaconate Sub Committees 

7:00 Diaconate 

3.2 3.3 

 

 

3.4    Communion Sunday 

          Food Shelf Sunday 

 

 

 

 

  4:00 Lenten Discussion 

  4:00 Confirmation Class 

  5:00 Youth Group 

 

3.5 

 
 
 

 
 
 
5:30 Music Committee 

3.6 

 

 

9:00 Craft Workshop 

 

 

 

4:30 Mission and Service 

6:00 Lenten Discussion 

3.7 

7:00 Prayer Group 

8:00 Property Committee 

9:00 Healing Ministry Office 

        Open 

9:30 Bible Study 

4:00 Children's Choir  

5:30 Lenten Dinner  

6:30 GPS Board Meeting 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir  

3.8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.9 3.10 

 

8:30 Lenten Breakfast 

3.11    Soup Sale 

 

11:25 Healing Prayer Service 

 

 

  4:00 Lenten Discussion 

  4:00 Confirmation Class 

  5:00 Youth Group 

3.12 

     STAR DEADLINE 

 
9:30 Women's Small Group 

3.13 

 

9:00 Yoga 

9:00 Craft Workshop 

 

 

6:00 Lenten Discussion 

3.14 

7:00 Prayer Group 

9:00 Healing Ministry Office 

        Open 

9:30 Bible Study 

9:30 Prayer Shawl Ministry 

4:00 Children's Choir  

5:30 Lenten Dinner  

7:00 Sanctuary Choir  

3.15 

 

 

 

2:00 The Fortnightly 

 

 

3.16 3.17 

3.18  Greeting Card Sunday 

         Equal Exchange Sales 

 

11:30 3rd Sunday Lunch 

  2:00 ALICE Training 

  4:00 Hymn Sing 

  4:00 Lenten Discussion 

  4:00 Confirmation Class 

  5:00 Youth Group 

3.19 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00 New Member Class 

 

 

3.20 

 

9:00 Yoga 

9:00 Sewing Group 

 

5:15 Finance Committee 

6:00 Lenten Discussion 

7:00 John Dear Book Tour 

        Presentation 

3.21 

7:00 Prayer Group 

9:00 Healing Ministry Office 

        Open 

9:30 Bible Study 

 

4:00 Children's Choir  

5:30 Lenten Dinner  

7:00 Sanctuary Choir  

3.22 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00 Church Council 

3.23 

 

3.24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. Craft Fair 

3.25   Palm Sunday 

 

9:00 Pancake Challenge 

1:30 RAC Rehearsal 

 

4:00 Lenten Discussion 

4:00 Confirmation Class 

5:00 Youth Group  

5:30  Welcome Table Dinner 

3.26 

 

9:30 Women’s Small Group 

3.27 

 

  9:00 Yoga 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.28 

  7:00 Prayer Group 

  9:00 Healing Ministry Office 

  9:30 Bible Study 

11:45 Let’s Do Lunch 

   

 4:00 Children's Choir  

 4:45 Soup Bowls for Hunger  

 6:15 Soup Bowls for Hunger  

 7:00 Sanctuary Choir  

3.29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Maundy Thursday Service 

3.30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Good Friday Service 

3.31 

 

9:00 Grace Preschool Egg Hunt  

        and Pancake Breakfast 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiNjN-ajbrZAhVm6IMKHVfdAlgQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Froryzc%2Fforsythia%2F&psig=AOvVaw2vzepo_L5Tf_0GYq0n6jHB&ust=1519408839750250
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiAu4mDjrrZAhWl7IMKHSsdAlkQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.go2moon.com%2FAmericanRobin.html&psig=AOvVaw2_Xa5ZcPEQnBIs15kUUHsY&ust=1519408964838870
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Grace Church Youth and Family Ministry.  

Youth News 
 

March 4   A normal night … 

come join us as we talk about 

the Beatitudes! 
 

March 11   Lenten study continues! 
 

March 18   Lenten study continues! 
 

March 25   Fourth Sunday “Welcome Table” 

Dinner.  Come help serve and clean up!   

Grace Preschool 

Pancake Breakfast 

and Egg Hunt 
Saturday, March 31 

beginning at 9 AM 
 

  

This awesome event will be held in Fellowship 

Hall with breakfast at 9 a.m. and the Egg Hunt 

will be at 10 a.m.  Tickets are $5 per person and 

will be sold by Preschool families and will also be 

available at the door.  Donations for "egg 

fillings" (i.e. candy and tiny trinkets) would be 

greatly appreciated and can be dropped off at the 

Preschool or the Church Office. 

Student Incentive Fund 
  

Grace Church is currently 

accepting applications for the 

Grace Congregational UCC Student 

Incentive Fund.  High school seniors who are 

members of Grace Church and have been 

accepted at an institution providing post-high 

school education are eligible to apply.  The 

deadline for submitting applications is April 16.  

Applications are available in the Church Office.  

A brochure explaining the Student Incentive 

Fund and its history, along with a form for 

contributions, is available in the bookcase 

outside the Church Office for those who would 

like to know more about this fund.    

 

Grace Preschool registration  
is open for Grace Preschool families. Grace 

Church members, and the community.  For more 

information, contact Liz Yaddow, 

Preschool Director, through the 

Church Office (775.4301) 

between the hours of 8:30 a.m. 

and noon or by e-mail at 

gracepreschoolvt@yahoo.com. 

Confirmation Classes to begin in March 
 

Any young person in 9th grade and beyond who is interested in 

learning more about what it means to be a member of Grace 

Church is welcome to join the Confirmation Class. We will meet 

on Sundays at 4 p.m. beginning on Sunday, March 4 and continuing through Confirmation Sunday in 

June, with some exceptions and special events as well.  More information and a detailed schedule is 

available from Tracy Weatherhogg.  Contact Tracy at 775.4301/ tracy@gracechurchvt.org with 

questions or to register. 
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Easter Memorials 
 

Easter at Grace Church is a special time when we can remember our loved ones with an Easter 

Memorial of flowers to grace our Sanctuary, or flour that will feed the hungry.  If you would like to 

honor your loved ones, please send their names and your choice of flowers or flour, along with a 

check in the donation amount of your choice, to the Church Office no later than March 20 for 

publication in the Easter Sunday Bulletin and the Star.  Suggested donation is $25 per memorial. 

Calling All Medical Devices! 
 

Grace Church has been the recipient of many forms of rehab aids—

from walkers to shower chairs to commodes to canes. We happily 

loan these to members and friends who have short-term needs. 

However, our supply is getting low. If you have borrowed one of our  

medical devices and no longer have need of it, please return it so that 

we can loan it out again! If you need help getting it to the church, 

please call the Church Office (775.4301) and we will arrange to pick it up. 

Thank you. 

No, they are not THAT old …  
 

Are you contemplating upgrading your computer to the latest model? 

Is your office switching to laptops? If so, please consider donating 

your old computer to Grace Church. Both Ken and Bob have 

computers which are only slightly more modern than the original 

ENIAC (left), so they would be thrilled with yours! 
 

Please call or email Kit with details. Thanks! (775.4301/kit@ 

gracechurchvt.org) 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mobilitycentre.co.nz%2Fimages%2F322211%2Fpid1127980%2FFolding-Over-Toilet-Aid-510x600.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mobilitycentre.co.nz%2Fraised-toilet-seats-and-frames.html&docid=hGxK-a1LAMZiGM&t
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwja2cT98rnZAhXm7oMKHaKfD_sQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsouthernmedsupply.com%2Fwalkers-rolling-walkers%2F&psig=AOvVaw1jnaipIfuQRRc3rBWhVuCn&ust=1519401798480099
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjv2sPP87nZAhWl5IMKHYcBAuMQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.walmart.com%2Fip%2FLazymoon-White-Medical-Shower-Chair-10-Height-Adjustable-Bath-Tub-Transfer-Seat-Benches-
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi05NObyLfZAhUK6YMKHXFJDv0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.internetlooks.com%2Foncomputers.html&psig=AOvVaw2tB_dgVwEiL3m_Yw_v6QfT&ust=1519321594063792
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One Great Hour of Sharing and Other Ways to Help 

OGHS Offering Received on March 25th     
Pick up one of the offering banks and then plan to return it filled on 

Palm Sunday, March 25th! 
 

It is easy to feel overwhelmed when we look at all the areas of 

need in God’s world: there is hunger, sickness, and injustice in 

so many communities.  It is easy to feel there is nothing we can 

do to help. We can feel trapped by hopelessness and fear that 

what little we can do—won’t have an impact.  
 

But there is hope!  Better yet: we are that hope! 
 

As the Apostle Paul writes, “by the power at work within us,” God is able to “accomplish 

abundantly more than we can ask or imagine” (Ephesians 3:20). “We are the agents of 

transformation that God uses to transfigure this world” (Archbishop Desmond Tutu).  Wishing 

and dreaming of a better world means nothing if we don’t realize that God gives us community to 

practice love and compassion. We cannot only care for ourselves, but we must also care about 

those around us, both near and far.  Our gifts become part of a loving legacy in ways we can’t  

foresee. Our gifts become blessings to people we don’t know and bless in ways we can’t expect. 

We can make a difference beyond what we can imagine. 
 

Look for an offering box on one of the literature tables, fill it,  

and return it on Palm Sunday, March 25th and let’s BE THERE for those in need!! 

Soup Bowls for Hunger on Wednesday, March 28 
 

Mark your calendars for the 12th Annual Soup Bowls for Hunger which will be 

held on March 28th at the Rutland High School Cafeteria.  Enjoy a bowl of 

soup, crackers, roll, dessert, and beverage and choose your own handcrafted 

bowl to take home. Bowls are being made by local school students and professional potters.  
 

This event is sponsored by Delta Kappa Gamma Society of women educators. There will be two 

sittings (4:45 p.m., 6:15 p.m.), a raffle of donated items, and music provided by Dan Graves.   
 

Tickets are $20/person and must be purchased in advance. Call RHS Office at 773.1955, Ann 

Bannister at 747.0569, or Susan Ponto at 779.5915.  Tickets may also be purchased at Phoenix 

Books in Rutland.  Make checks payable to Soup Bowls for Hunger. 
 

All proceeds will be donated to the Rutland Community Cupboard, BROC, and the Brandon, 

Pittsford, Poultney and West Rutland food shelves. 
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New Member Class 
 

 

If you or someone you know has been thinking about joining our congregation, 

we would love to hear from you! A New Member Class will be held on 

Monday, March 19 from 6 to 8:00 p.m. in the Youth Center, with dinner 

provided.  Come meet new friends, get your questions answered, and start on 

a new journey. To learn more or to sign up, email Dave Hoffenberg at  

djdavehoff@gmail.com.  

Book Review by Florence Boutwell 
Muslims, Christians, and Jesus by Carl Medearis 

     A new perspective on reaching out to Muslims 

   
This book began in 1983 when the author first went to the Middle East.  We 

Americans knew little about the Middle East or Islam. Reagan was in the 

White House, Saddam Hussein ruled his country, others of note were 

Muammar Khaddafi, Ayatollah Khomeini, and the secular government of Iraq 

was at war with Iran.  The world saw and felt September 11, 2001 when 

Manhattan went up in smoke and ash. 
 

Carl Medearis is an expert on Christian/Muslim relations. He is the founder 

and president of International Initiatives, which promotes cultural, educational, and commercial 

exchanges between the East and the West (us).  For a number of years he and his family lived in 

Beirut, Lebanon.  In the United States, Medearis now lives in Denver, Colorado and leads the 

International Student Leadership Forum on Faith and Values. 
 

This book, Muslims, Christians, and Jesus, is a How-to-do book.  Each chapter deals with a particular 

subject, i.e. the Foundations of Islam, the teachings of Islam, Islam's Holy Book (Qur'an), women 

and Islam, our common belief in Jesus, Jesus meets Jihad, Muslims who follow Jesus, practical ways 

to reach out to Muslims,  a "do and don't book". Included is a glossary of terms which I found 

helpful.  This is a practical book for those of us who know nothing about the Islamic faith. It is an 

easy read, which may bring some enlightenment to us.  So far we only hear the bad stuff, 

terrorists.  Sure there are bad guys among the Muslims as well as there are among the 

Yankees. Remember - our shared belief is our reverence for Jesus and his teachings. ('Yankees' 

does not refer to the ball club but to us as Americans.) 

“If a book is well written I always find it too short.”  Jane Austen 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwif4NrgxqjZAhXE7oMKHXy-A5IQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FMuslims-Christians-Jesus-Understanding-Relationships%2Fdp%2F0764205676&psig=AOvVaw2H6HCva1HPy7
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Grace Church in the Wider Community - Ways to Help 

Volunteers Needed at the Vermont Foodbank! 
Most Mondays 10:00 a.m. to noon 

 

Come any Monday from 10 a.m. – noon to help us sort and pack food for 

Vermonters struggling with hunger. You will play a key part in getting 

donated food ready to distribute to food shelves and meal sites throughout 

the state and to our neighbors who need it most.  Be sure to check with 

Tracy each week to make sure that volunteers are welcome on any specific 

Monday: 775.4301/ tracy@gracechurchvt.org. 

 

Habitat Build Days!   

Wednesdays & Saturdays, 9 a.m.—2 p.m.  

Transforming People’s Lives & Our Community  

by Creating Affordable & Decent Housing 

Lifting Up One Family at a Time 
 

Habitat volunteers are needed to help finalize work 

on the house at 42 Cleveland Avenue on Wednesdays and Saturdays 

from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. through mid-March.  Volunteers are welcome for 

all or part of that time. To learn more, visit www.rutlandhabitat.com or 

email Rutlandhabitat@gmail.com.   

 

Fourth Sunday Welcome Table Dinner 

Palm Sunday, March 25, 5:30 p.m. 
 

The Welcome Table Dinner is a free meal offered the 4th Sunday of each month here at Grace 

Church thanks to the help of many volunteers.  Volunteers are needed each month to: 

 

 

 

To volunteer or to learn more about coordinating a Fourth Sunday 

Dinner, contact Sarah Pulcer (775.8861; sehenry2001@yahoo.com) or 

Tracy Weatherhogg (775.4301; tracy@gracechurchvt.org) or check out 

Perfect Potluck (www.perfectpotluck.com/meals).  

 help serve 

 help with clean-up 

 coordinate the meal 

 help to prepare food 

 be a table host 

 donate desserts 
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Don’t forget! 

Food Shelf Sunday—March 4th! 

Grace Church in the Wider Community - Ways to Help 

Special Olympics Vermont Winter Games are Coming to PICO! 

 

Volunteers are needed for both Alpine & Snowboard Venues!! 

Monday and Tuesday, March 19 and 20  

Times: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. on Monday and 8 a.m. - noon on Tuesday 

 

 

Volunteer Opportunities: 
 

Escorts are assigned to a division of athletes, escorting them to their competitions and 

awards. They encourage, cheer and celebrate with the athletes  

Gate Keepers are assigned to watch 3-5 gates on a race course as the athletes compete. 

Their responsibility is to make sure that the athlete does not miss a gate or become 

disqualified. 

Starters are at the top of each race course and are responsible for starting each athlete. 

Timers are at the end of each race course and are responsible for starting the timer and 

recording the athlete's time on the timing sheets.  

 

Light breakfast snacks and lunch are provided for volunteers on each day. 

 

To volunteer, contact Holly Scudder-Chase (Flowersbygg@gmail.com / 802-434-3207) and 

register on-line for volunteering at the Winter Games at www.specialolympicsvermont.org. 

Please specify that you are volunteering for the Alpine/ Snowboard Venue. 

Armed Intruder Training 

 

In A Note from the Pastor, John speaks to the passion and 

compassion required of each of us to respond to recent 

horrific shootings at schools and other public venues. Another 

form of response will be displayed on Sunday, March 18 

from 2 - 4 p.m. in Fellowship Hall when Grace Church hosts ALICE Training for the community. 

This is training for how to respond in an active shooter situation and is intended for pastors, church 

leaders, and congregants. To learn more, visit www.alicetraining.com or speak to John. 

https://specialolympicsvermont.org/event/2018-winter-games/


T
h

e
 

S
ta

r 
(U

S
P

S
 

5
1
8

-9
0
0

) 
is

 
p

u
b

li
sh

e
d

 
b

y
 

G
ra

c
e

 

C
o

n
g
re

g
a
ti

o
n

a
l 

U
n

it
e
d

 C
h

u
rc

h
 o

f 
 C

h
ri

st
 i

n
  

R
u

tl
a
n

d
, 

V
e
rm

o
n

t 
0
5
7
0
1
. 

 P
e
ri

o
d

ic
a
l 

p
o

st
a
g
e
 p

a
id

 a
t 

R
u

tl
a
n

d
, 

V
e
rm

o
n

t 
. 
 P

o
st

m
a
st

e
r:

  
S

e
n

d
 c

h
a
n

g
e
 o

f 
a
d

d
re

ss
 t

o
: 

 

G
ra

c
e
 C

o
n

g
re

g
a
ti

o
n

a
l 
U

n
it

e
d

 C
h

u
rc

h
 o

f 
C

h
ri

st
 

8
 C

o
u

rt
 S

tr
e
e
t,

 R
u

tl
a
n

d
, 
V

e
rm

o
n

t 
0
5
7
0
1

 

W
e
b

 s
it

e
: 
w

w
w

.g
ra

c
e
c
h

u
rc

h
v
t.

o
rg

  
 

e
-m

a
il
: 
g
ra

c
e
u

c
c
@

g
ra

c
e
c
h

u
rc

h
v
t.

o
rg

  

T
e
l.
 (

8
0
2
)7

7
5
-4

3
0
1
 F

a
x
. 
(8

0
2
)7

4
7
-3

2
8
8
 

M
a
rc

h
 2

0
1
8
 

V
o

l.
 6

2
  
  
N

o
. 
7
  

P
e
ri

o
d

ic
a
l 
p

o
st

a
g
e
 p

a
id

 a
t 

 

R
u

tl
a
n

d
, 
V

e
rm

o
n

t 
. 
  

Grace Church Memorials 

The Sanctuary and  

Chapel Flower Memorials  
 

March 4 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of  

Joan W. Dean by Reverend Emeritus David J. Dean. 
  

March 11  to the Glory of God. and in loving memory of  

her family by Dee Bort. 
 

March 18 to the glory of God and in loving memory of 

Walter S. Reuling and Andrew J. Thayer by their family.  
 

March 25 to the Glory of God and in memory of  

our loving, strong and supportive Mom, Betsy June Bennett, 

forever in our hearts, by Shep, Debbie, Scott and the grandkids. 
  

 

(Please note:  If you would like to have a flower memorial in 

memory of a loved one or for a special celebration, please contact 

David Hazen: 483.2337/peren@aol.com). 

 

The Church Spire will be illuminated  
 

March 4 to the Glory of God. 
  

March 11  to the Glory of God.  
 

March 18 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 

Charles and Sally Ovian. 
 

March 25 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 

Robert and Lila Branchaud. 
 
 

****If you would like to have the Church Spire lit in memory 

of a loved one please contact the Church Office (775.4301).   

  

 

Happy Birthday! 

 
Peg Johnson 

celebrated her  

99th birthday on 

February 18th. 

 

Happy birthday to one 

of our most 

senior members! 

http://www.gracechurchvt.org/
mailto:graceucc@gracechurchvt.org

