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Worship at Grace this Fall!
Inspired – Remembering the Foundational Stories of our Faith
This fall we will look at stories from the Bible as they continue to inform us as to who God is and
who God calls us to be as we join with God in bringing God’s love and light to the world. With
Rachel Held Evans’ book Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again as our
inspiration, we will have the opportunity to explore the various types of stories from the Bible which
she describes as a “living, breathing, captivating, and confounding book that is able to equip us to join
God’s loving and redemptive work in the world.”
October 7
War Stories
World Communion Sunday
Neighbors in Need Offering received
Ephesians 2:11-22
Come celebrate this day when we remember
our connectedness with brothers and sisters
in Christ around the world!

October 14 Wisdom Stories
Healing Prayer Service, 11:25 AM, Chapel
October 21 Resistance Stories
Bread for the World Offering of Letters
October 28 Gospel Stories
Bible Sunday
Fourth Sunday Welcome Table Dinner

BENEFIT CONCERT, THIS LITTLE LIGHT
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7 AT 4 PM
Grace Church Sanctuary Choir and the Tempo Tantrum Vocal Ensemble from Mill
River High School will lead an afternoon of music in support of the Open Door
Mission in Rutland City. The choirs will be joined by local professional musicians Court Gettel, Jennifer Hoult, Barry Cohen, Wesley Christensen, and David
Castonguay - to offer music from spirituals and songs to classical masterpieces. A
free-will offering will be received to support the Open Door Mission in Rutland.

EXTENDED HOME COMMUNION
is planned for October 7 for those not able to be with us in worship that day. Anyone who would
like to arrange for a Home Communion visit or who knows someone who may like to receive
Home Communion, can contact the Church Office (775-4301) before October 3. A representative
from the Diaconate will call to confirm a time.

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
The Shape-Shifting Church

Take a look at this image — what do you see?
Dr. Pamela Shellberg, scholar in residence at Bangor
Theological Seminary, spent some time with the Vermont
Clergy at our recent Fall Convocation retreat at the
Rock Point Center north of Burlington. She put this
image entitled “Read Between the Lines” up on the
screen for us to spend some time with… it is an artistic
installation outside Borgloon, Belgium created by two architects, Pieterjan Gijs and Arnout Van Vaerenbergh,
who won a competition held by a Belgian art museum to create a public space that addressed the town’s
relationship with its churches. Locals commented on how they saw the important value of the church’s
relationship with the landscape of Belgium; others saw it as the transparent, or even disappearing churches of
today. What do you see?
How do we perceive our church in today’s landscape? When a person seeking assistance from Grace Church
calls, they’ll often ask where we’re located. “Look up!” I reply wryly, “We’re the tallest object in the sky!”
Still, they do not see us, because they’ve never seen our steeple (pointing heavenward over the cityscape)! Are
we that invisible?
As we wrestle with the changing reality of church in the 21st Century, and in particular, our church, we must
ask whether people “see” the church anymore at all? If so, how do they see the church, and in particular, how
do they perceive this church, Grace Church, our church? As I sat with the see-through church depicted above, I
began to understand how God has been deconstructing the Church (universal) in front of our very eyes since
the late 1960’s! It is as if the buildings, our heritage, our (gulp) “religion” are becoming more and more transparent as time goes on… the substance of what goes on inside the buildings is being deconstructed as well.
As we discussed the Form and Function of the Church in the 21st Century, I began to wonder if God has been
“shape-shifting” the church around us as we stand on the inside looking out, not realizing or perceiving that
the shifting is taking place! The more I stared at the image, the more I felt as if we’re all in the movie, The
Matrix, struggling to determine what is real and what is computer-generated perception!
As many of us are beginning to struggle with the resilience of the church to maintain its functional
contemporary witness, perhaps God is already at work, shape-shifting us to become the church we need to
become for the days, years, and decades ahead. There is both fear in this photograph as we perceive the
church as we know it deconstructing and disappearing; and yet there is hope in this photograph as we perceive the possibility that God’s presence will not abandon us spiritually, as the Holy Spirit remains embedded
among the people. The church Forms may deconstruct, as well as the Function of current religious worship,
as certainly the relationships within broader ecclesiastical structures will begin to meld together, but God’s
Spirit will tack a new direction for the spiritually aware to draft a new course into the winds that are blowing.
We are a large church building that continues to house our congregational, now the United Church of Christ
body (our form), with 230 years of beloved leaders and people that have guided us (our function) to bring us
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to this place of contemporary crisis (“crisis” in the sense of the Chinese symbol meaning the intersection of
both “danger” and “opportunity”). God is now in the midst of us doing a new thing, right now, with us still
in the building.
God is shape-shifting us from the outside-in along with our ministries to become something they’re not yet.
We don’t know what that will be, or what it will look like, but we are being called to remain faithful to the
God who has brought us this far, whom we know loves us, and whom we trust will not let us go quietly
into the night. As the church deconstructs around us, let us open our eyes and our spirits to discern how
God is calling us to shift with the shapes as well, so that we can adapt and become truly beautiful to those
looking up across the landscape of the Rutland valley to see the Love of God in our midst, even still!
Fall is upon us; see you around out there enjoying all the beauty!
John

Healing Ministry By Rev. Bob Boutwell
There will be a Healing Prayer Service in the Chapel at 11:25 a.m. on Sunday,
October 14 following the regular worship service. Come to receive laying on hands,
anointing with oil and healing prayers. Members of the congregation are also invited
to come and tell about their healing miracles and offer prayer for those seeking
healing.
In James 5 the Bible says to present yourself to the Deacons of the church for healing prayer. Our
pastor and Deacons have the power and the authority to do this at the healing prayer services. If you
will come, you can ask Jesus to enfold you in his love, banish your fears, calm your anxieties and heal
your body, mind, and spirit. Jesus will forgive your sins and take away everything that stands in the way
of your health and wholeness and your loving relationship with God.
If you struggle with compulsions, bad habits or addictions you can bring them to Jesus and by the
power of the Holy Spirit he will set you free. We believe that God loves you more than you can
imagine and will always answer your prayers for healing, but not always when or how you expect.
Sometimes God will surprise you with healing you do not realize that you needed. Sometimes your
physical pain may be a symptom of a deeper spiritual need of which you may not be aware. When we
come to Jesus for healing we must trust him to do whatever is best for us. Whatever gifts of healing
we receive, we give him thanks and praise.
If after receiving prayer for healing you feel that nothing has happened, do not give up. Call your pastor
or get a spiritual friend to continue praying for you. Our bodies and minds may need repeated soaking
prayer to get through to where the healing is needed and to remove whatever is getting in the way.
Healing prayers and consultations are also available during my office hours at the church every
Wednesday from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. or at other times by appointment. You may contact me by phone
at 802.773.3057 or by email at bob@gracechurchvt.org.
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Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord.
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY - OCTOBER 7 AT 10 AM
Please join the Grace Church Sanctuary choir, SSAA choir, and traditional drummer, Yahaya Kamate,
to celebrate World Communion Sunday. The choirs, accompanied by Yahaya, will lead worship with a
variety of songs from all over the globe, including the wonderful Spanish song, Samba de las Escrituras.
After the service, Yahaya will lead a drumming workshop with our youth choir, Joyful Noise.
Yahaya Kamate became interested in traditional dance and drumming as a child in the Ivory Coast, and
as a teenager, began formal training with his country’s National Ballet. He has performed with dance
companies in Cote d’Ivoire and Senegal. For the past 23 years, he has worked as lead dancer and
choreographer for several US companies, including Kulu Mele and The Seventh Principle; and he has
taught dance or drumming with organizations such as the Mark Morris Dance Group, Alvin Ailey
American Dance Theater, and Harlem School of the Arts, and at K-12 public and charter schools. He
teaches mainstream students as well as special needs children. Yahaya spent time working for Disney
World Epcot Center and The Animal Kingdom in Orlando. He also worked for Busch Gardens in
Tampa. He brings his experience, professionalism and positive energy for all to enjoy.

THE GOLDBERG VARIATIONS BY J. S. BACH - OCTOBER 21 AT 4 PM
Join us to hear the renowned pianist, Nathan Carterette, perform the sublime Goldberg Variations by J.S.
Bach in the Sanctuary. Hailed as ‘wonderfully poetic’ (Westfalen Post) and “very compelling in his
power and presence” (International Composer), Nathan’s innovative programming inspires audiences to
approach unfamiliar music with open ears, and familiar music with new appreciation.
Known for his dedication to the music of Bach, Nathan has performed the Goldberg Variations in
concert halls, universities and churches throughout the US. His live recording of the Goldberg on
Pittsburgh’s classic radio, WQED, became the most requested pledge drive item in the radio’s history.
He recently recorded the Variations to be released in early 2019.
A free-will offering will be received to benefit HEAL. All are invited to a dinner to support HEAL after
the concert in Grace Church Fellowship Hall.

A CELEBRATION OF LIVES FOR ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 4 AT 7 PM
Grace Church Sanctuary Choir, Castleton University Chorale, and soloists will
present an evening of music and poetry to celebrate and remember the lives of those
who have died. Under the direction of Dr. Sherrill Blodget, the choirs will perform Antonio Vivaldi’s
Gloria, accompanied by Alastair Stout on the Grace Church organ. Between the movements of the
Gloria, specially chosen poems will reflect on the lives of loved ones who have died this past year.
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Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord.
MESSIAH REHEARSALS BEGIN
The Rutland Area Chorus will present Handel’s Messiah on December 2
at 3:30 and 7 p.m. All are invited to sing in this wonderful annual
celebration of the coming of the Messiah!
Rehearsals are each Sunday afternoon in November from 2 to 4 p.m. (one rehearsal may be missed, if
necessary), with a mandatory dress rehearsal on December 1 from 12:30 to 2:45 p.m.
November 4, 2-4 p.m.
November 25, 2-4 p.m.
November 11, 2-4 p.m.
December 1, 12:30-2:45 p.m.
November 18, 2-4 p.m.

HARVEST DINNER 2018—NOVEMBER 10
SAVE THE DATE!
Please join us as we take key ingredients from the past…
Amazing Food and Wonderful Fellowship … and combine
them with fantastic music and entertainment in a new era of Grace Church Harvest Dinners. Dinner
at 5:30 p.m. with the singing waiters and then entertainment by John Kirk/Trish Miller from 7 to 8
p.m. Tickets will be available beginning October 7 for $15 in the Church Office and in Fellowship Hall
following the 10 a.m. worship service. Questions? Call the Church Office at 775.4301.
See you there to celebrate being a community during the season of harvest and sharing.

RUTLAND SCREENING: DRAWDOWN LIVE STREAM
Chaffee Art Center, Friday, October 19
Light refreshments & conversation, 6:30 p.m., live stream, 7:30 p.m.
To address climate change, we need to make change in all kinds of ways! Project Drawdown is a
large-scale, solutions-oriented approach to reverse climate change. Learn more at this screening of
a live stream panel discussion by the Drawdown leadership team.
More about Project Drawdown here:
https://www.drawdown.org/ or check out the following link to watch on your own https://www.eomega.org/online-workshops/drawdown-learn-live-stream#wsTuition
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Grace Church Fall Rummage Sale
It’s time to clean out your closets @
Thursday, October 4 from 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Friday, October 5 from 9 a.m. - Noon (Bag Sale)
Donations: We will be accepting donations in Fellowship Hall on Monday through Wednesday,
October 1-3, between the hours of 8 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., and on Thursday, October 4 from 8:30 a.m.
to noon. We are looking for household items, clothing (cleaned and wearable), small appliances (in
good working condition), linens, jewelry, and children’s toys and games. No sharp knives,
televisions or microwaves, please!
Set-up and Sales Help Needed!
Set-up help is needed to set up and sort Monday through Thursday, October 1-4
Sales help is needed on Thursday, October 4 and Friday, October 5
Clean-up help is needed after the sale on Friday, October 5
Please look for the sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall. For more information please contact Mary Doyle
(772.7124) or Tracy Weatherhogg (775.4301/tracy@gracechurchvt.org).

One of the 5 for 5 Special Offerings:
Neighbors in Need
World Communion Sunday - October 7
Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the
UCC that supports ministries of justice and compassion
throughout the United States. One-third of NIN funds support
the Council for American Indian Ministry. Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC's
Justice and Witness Ministries to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and
direct service projects.
See the bulletin insert in the Sunday bulletin or check out www.ucc.org/nin.
Flower and Church Spire Memorials
Each Sunday, our Sanctuary and Chapel are graced with flowers given in memory or in
honor of a loved one. Throughout the week, our stunning church spire is lit at night. If you
would like to give flowers or have the Church Spire lit in celebration or in memory of a
loved one, please contact David Hazen for flowers (483.2337/ peren@aol.com) or the
Church Office for the spire (775.4301).
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Wednesday, October 24
Midweek Dinners Return … Mark your calendars!
Join us on Wednesdays for dinner at 5:30 p.m. with a table activity to end the evening by
6:15 p.m. A suggested donation of $3 per person is appreciated to cover the cost of the
meal. Additional volunteers are needed to help with desserts and meal preparation. Please
contact Kelly Thompson (438.2230/kelser52379@yahoo.com) or Tracy with questions.
Cookie Mailing for College Students
(& others away from home!)
Sunday, October 7th
CALLING ALL COOKIE BAKERS! We need your help!
The Youth Committee would like to let our college students know that their Grace
Church family is thinking of them with a care package of cookies and a card to be put together on
Sunday, October 7.
Here is how you can help:
 Donate cookies … bring bags with one dozen cookies per bag on or before Sunday, October 7.
Bring as many bags as you like—we hope to be able to include 3 bags in each care package.
 Provide the address of a college student (or others away from home) who you think would like
to receive a box of cookies from their Grace Church family.
 Make a card that will brighten the day of someone away from home.
 Contribute $3 towards the cost of supplies and postage for sending one package.
Help us to reach out to those away from home and let them know that we are thinking about them!

Fourth Sunday Welcome Table Dinner
Sunday, October 28, 5:30 p.m.
The Welcome Table Dinner is a free meal offered the 4th Sunday of each month
here at Grace Church thanks to the help of many volunteers. Volunteers are
needed each month to:




help to prepare food
be a table host
donate food & desserts





help serve
help with clean-up
coordinate the meal

To volunteer or to learn more about coordinating a dinner, contact Tracey Marsh (558.5052/
traceymvt@comcast.net) or Tracy Weatherhogg (775.4301/ tracy@gracechurchvt.org)
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ON-GOING WEEKLY
EVENTS
SUNDAY
8:30 Chapel Service
9:00 Choir Rehearsal
10:00 Sanctuary Service
11:15 A Time of Fellowship
11:45 Joyful Noise Choir Rehearsal
MONDAY
8:00 AA
5:30 AA
6:45 Tintinnabula
7:00 Boy Scouts
TUESDAY
9:00 Yoga
12:00 Staff Meeting
5:00 AA Women’s Group
6:00 Bereavement Support
6:30 Wit’s End
7:00 AA
7:00 GA
WEDNESDAY
7:00 Prayer Group
8:00 AA
11:30 Men’s Luncheon
12:00 AA
4:00 Children’s Choir
7:00 Sanctuary Choir
THURSDAY
12:00 AA
FRIDAY
8:00 AA
AA- Alcoholics Anonymous
GA - Gamblers Anonymous

MONDAY

SUNDAY

TUESDAY

10.1 Rummage Sale Set-Up

10.2 Rummage Sale Se

5:30 Music Committee

4:30 Mission and Service
5:00 Worship Planning
7:00 Compassionate Frien

10.7
World Communion Sunday
Food Shelf Sunday
Neighbors in Need Offering
2:00 Southwest Association
Annual meeting (Smokey
House)
4:00 Benefit Concert
5:00 Youth Group

10.8

10.9

9:30 Women’s Small Group

12- 6:00 Red Cross Blood

10.14

10.15

10.16

11:25 Healing Prayer Service

10.21 Greeting Card Sunday
Equal Exchange Sales
11:30 Third Sunday lunch

9:00 Women’s Sewing Gr

10.22
9:30 Women’s Small Group

10.23

5:15 Finance Committee

4:00 Piano concert (followed
by dinner)
10.28 Bible Sunday
9:00 4th Sunday Flapjacks &
Bible Presentation
5:00 Youth Group
5:30 Welcome Table Dinner

Page 8 - The Star

10.29

10.30

et-Up

nds

d Drive

roup

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

10.3 Rummage Sale Set-Up 10.4
7:00 Prayer Group
8:00 Property Committee
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open
9:30 Bible Study

10.5
6:00—9:00 PM

4:00 Children’s Choir
6:00 SSAA Choir
7:00 Sanctuary Choir

6:15 Diaconate Sub-Committees
7:00 Diaconate

10.10
7:00 Prayer Group
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open
9:30 Bible Study
9:30 Prayer Shawl Ministry

10.11

4:00 Children’s Choir
6:00 TTBB Choir
7:00 Sanctuary Choir

5:30 Listening for God book
discussion

10.17
7:00 Prayer Group
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open
9:30 Bible Study

10.18

SATURDAY
10.6

9:00—Noon

8:00 Art in the Park

10.12

10.13

10.19

10.20
9:00 SWA Work Day at
Rupert Congregational
Church

2:00 The Fortnightly

4:00 Children’s Choir
6:00 SSAA Chorale
7:00 Sanctuary Choir
10.24
7:00 Prayer Group
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open
9:30 Bible Study
4:00 Children’s Choir
5:30 Midweek Dinner
6:00 TTBB Choir
7:00 Sanctuary Choir

FRIDAY

6:30 Drawdown Live Stream
(Chaffee Art Center)

10.25

10.26

11:45 Let’s Do Lunch
6:00 Church Council

10.31
7:00 Prayer Group
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open
9:30 Bible Study
4:00 Children’s Choir
6:00 SSAA Choir
7:00 Sanctuary Choir
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10.27

Grace Church in the Wider Community
Volunteer Opportunities Continue
Help make a difference!


Habitat Build Days! Wednesdays and Saturdays, 9 a.m.—2 p.m.



Vermont Foodbank in Rutland, Mondays, 10 a.m.—Noon

Work continues at the 25 Griswold Drive site in Rutland. Volunteers are needed for all or part of
that time.
Each Monday, volunteers are needed to help with the VT Foodbanks’s Backpack program. We fill bags
with food items that are put into the backpacks of children in the area on Fridays so that they have
additional food available over the weekend. When you volunteer:
 You are helping those who are food insecure in our community!
 You get to know others from Grace Church as we work together!
 You get your steps in as we walk down the line filling bags!
 You have an opportunity to lift up the recipients in prayer as you fill each bag!
There is a link to register on-line (www.vtfoodbank.volunteerhub.com ) but even if you are not preregistered, plan to join us!



Art in the Park Volunteers needed

We are in the planning stages for the Chaffee Art Center's upcoming Fall Foliage Art in the Park
Festival on October 6 & 7 in the Main Street Park. A big part of our success is the volunteers who
help us tremendously for the show. Volunteers are welcome for one hour, two hours, or whatever
they are able to give. For more information, please contact Sherri Birkheimer, 802.353.6605.

Faith on Foot Supplies Needed!
Faith on Food is a ministry begun by the Rev. Hannah Sotak and the Rev. John
Longworth with the Rutland United Methodist Church and Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church, in partnership with Project Vision Rutland. Each Thursday
morning they walk the streets of Rutland to listen, care for, and build relationships
with members of the community. In addition, small bags of basic supplies are given to those who are
living outdoors. Their supply is running low. Needed supplies can be found at the following link:
https://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/VQCHL1I3KAUM/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_3
Please remember to bring your food donations for the
Community Cupboard on October 7, 2018
Food Shelf Sunday!
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Grace Church in the Wider Community
Hurricane Florence - The UCC Response
Hurricane Florence, although weakened, has caused catastrophic
flooding including prolonged significant river flooding, to the
Carolina coast and even inland. Rainfall could total 40 inches in
some areas. More than a million Carolinians were ordered to
evacuate, with 10 million in warning or watch areas. North Carolina's governor termed Florence
"extremely dangerous, life-threatening, historic." UCC Disaster Ministries continues to monitor
the situation unfolding with Florence and several other hurricanes, including four more named
storms in the Atlantic and Super Typhoon Mangkhut in the Pacific.
The potential for catastrophic widespread impact from these storms has prompted UCC Disaster
Ministries to establish a 2018 Hurricane Relief response that will allow us to expand our current
capacities and respond through our established networks and partners in the threatened regions,
states and territories. UCC Disaster Ministries is encouraging continued prayer for all the
families, individuals, first responders and emergency management staff in the region and urges all
in the hurricane's path to heed all local and regional warnings.
Contributions can be made to Grace Church by indicating that it is for 2018 Hurricane Relief.

Benefit Concert for the Rutland Meals Challenge
The Michele Fay Band
Sunday, October 28 @ 4 PM - $10
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 6 Church Hill Rd, Rutland, VT
The Michele Fay Band features original and Americana music that brings forth a comfortable
groove of folk, swing, and bluegrass-influenced songs that are woven seamlessly together. The
Rutland Meals Challenge is an annual food packaging event and ministry of Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church in partnership with the greater Rutland Community.
Since 2013, Rutland Meals Challenge has donated over 205,000 meals
to local food shelves and the Vermont Food Bank.
Stay after the concert for a tasty spaghetti dinner at 5:30 PM ($8@)
For tickets: 802.773.9659 or vtmealschallenge@gmail.com
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Southwest Association Witness and Mission Committee
Work Day at the Congregational Church in Rupert
Saturday, October 20: 9 a.m. to noon
Come join with others from the Southwest Association as we help the
congregation in Rupert do some cleaning out and painting even!
Wear your work clothes, bring a water bottle, and join us
as we help out one of our Association congregations.
See Tracy (775.4301/tracy@ gracechurchvt.org) for more information.

Would you like to be on a Worship Planning Team for Advent?
Initial meeting is planned for October 2 at 5 p.m. in the Elevator Room

Advent begins on December 2nd so we will be gathering a group of people to
plan for Advent worship services. This is a short commitment opportunity to
look at the scripture readings and themes for each week and explore ways in
which we can bring those to life through worship. To learn more or to be sure
you are on the list, contact Tracy (775.4301/tracy@gracechurchvt.org).

Short-term Housing Needed
for UVM Medical Students
Southern Vermont AHEC is a non-profit organization working with the
UVM College of Medicine to place medical students in primary care
practices in southern Vermont. Rutland is a very popular site for medical students, who do a clinical
rotation with Rutland Regional Hospital and many of the primary care practices in the area.
One of the ways we support these medical students (who we hope will come back to Vermont to
practice someday) is to provide housing for them while they are in our region. We are looking for
volunteers who might be interested in being on our contact list for temporary housing for these
students for one month rotations. Typical rotations are just under one month; students have their own
car, and are in their 3rd year of medical school. Housing providers are asked to provide a private
bedroom, a bathroom and access to a kitchen for students to store and prepare their own
food. Students can commute up to 30 minutes from the hospital.
For more information, contact Doreen Moran, 802.885.2126 ext. 102 or dmoran@svtahec.org.
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Women at Grace Church
Seeking Knitters!

Material Aids Sewing Group

We would love to have you
join us to knit and crochet
Prayer Shawls. A Prayer
Shawl is a gift to someone, to “wrap” them in
prayers and bring them comfort, love and
strength. Many blessings and prayers are knitted
and crocheted into each shawl as it is made and
later blessed during a worship service.
Please consider joining us on Wednesday,
October 10 at 9:30 a.m. for an hour or so. We
have yarn, needles and patterns or bring your
own. Want to learn … come, and we will teach
you!
To learn more please contact the Church Office
at 775.4301 or Marty Barclay at 775.1076.

We are collecting items for the CWS school kits,
which give children in impoverished schools,
refugee camps, or other difficult settings some of
the basic tools for learning. Needed for each bag:
 6 wooden #2 pencils with erasers
 Hand-held pencil sharpener
 1 box of 24 crayons
 1 large pink type eraser
 3 70-page spiral notebooks
 1 pair child metal scissors (blunt nose)
 1 12 inch ruler with inches and millimeters
Boxes for these items will be at the West and
Center Street doors. We are always looking for
new members! Our next meeting is Tuesday,
October 16. Call Ardena Ackerman (773.6435)
or Helen Willis (773.2115) to learn more.

The Fortnightly
Celebrating 139 years—founded by Julia Ripley Dorr
THE FORTNIGHTLY will meet Thursday, October 18th in the Chapel at 2:00
p.m.. Green Mountain Fibers with Stephanie Jones will cover what’s new in yarn,
knitting, patterns, and crocheting. Share whatever you are working on or have recently
completed! Cider and sweets will be served afterwards in the Parlor. Contact Bonnie Kelly with
questions or to arrange transportation (775.2249).

Let’s Do Lunch!
Thursday, October 25, 11:45 a.m. at Roots
Plan now to join us at Roots in Rutland for an informal gathering and time
of fellowship. Call the Church Office by Wednesday, October 24 so that
reservations can be made. All women and friends of Grace Church are
welcome to join us!
Page 13 - The Star

Grace Church Youth and Family Ministry
Youth News for October
6 (Saturday) - Art in the Park … parking cars
7 – Join us as we put together our Cookies for College students. Bring cookies too!
14 – A normal Sunday
20 (Saturday) - SWA Work Day at Rupert Congregational Church, 9 a.m.—noon
21– A normal Sunday
28 – Fourth Sunday Dinner

Sunday October 28: Flapjacks and Bibles!
Fourth Sunday Flapjacks
9:00 a.m.
Everyone is invited to join us for a Fourth Sunday Flapjack breakfast
celebrating Bible Sunday! Join us on Sunday, October 28 as we gather
in Fellowship Hall for pancakes at 9:00 a.m. followed by a Preschool Bible Presentation
and other activities.
Do you have a special Bible that has significant meaning for you and your family? Do you have the
Bible you were given as a child? Everyone is encouraged to bring a Bible that has special meaning for
them. We will also have a display of Bibles that have significant meaning for Grace Church. All are
invited!
Preschool Bible Presentation (part of the Fourth Sunday Flapjacks and Bibles Festivities)
9:15 a.m.
Children in the Preschool church school class and their families are encouraged to join us at 9:15 a.m.
in Fellowship Hall for a presentation of a Bible especially geared toward pre-schoolers. We are
looking forward to this exciting day!
Second Grade Bible Presentation
During the 10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship Service
On Sunday, October 28th, all second graders and their parents are encouraged to attend worship so
that all second graders can receive The Children’s Illustrated Bible during the 10 a.m. Sanctuary service.

Church School Reminders for Parents
If you have not yet registered your child for Church School and/or Children’s Choir,
please do so. Every child from the Crib Room through 6th grade needs to have a
registration form completed. Look for forms in each classroom, Fellowship Hall, and in
the Church Office.
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News from around the Conference ...
WARNING
Southwest Association of the Vermont Conference
Fall Meeting and Work Day
Sunday, October 7, 2:00—5:00 PM
Smokey House Center, Danby, VT
All ministers with standing in the SWA and 4 delegates from each member church
are hereby warned and all other interested persons are invited, to be present on Sunday, October 7,
2018 for the Fall Meeting of the Southwest Association within the Vermont Conference. The meeting will receive reports of officers and committees of the Association; adopt a budget and set the
Per Capita rate for 2019; and conduct such other business as may be appropriate at such a session.
This meeting provides an opportunity for all of us to be together to:

Worship, Explore, Learn, Work, Enjoy Fellowship & Scenery
Jesse Pyles, Executive Director of Smokey House, will give a presentation about their programs.
Volunteer opportunities will be available for all skills and physical abilities.
Please bring finger foods, cookies, etc to share!

Safety Training
Environmental Safety, Pre-Attack Indicators, and De-escalation Techniques
October 13, 10:00 – 11:30 AM at the First Congregational Church of Fair Haven
Learn how to be safe within your environment, and what to look for when someone is presenting a
danger to others and themselves. Gain insight into people’s lives and learn techniques for verbally
de-escalating a threatening situation.
Expert Trainers:
Alecia Armstrong is a Community Support specialist & Police Liaison with the Rutland City Police
Department. Alecia is employed by Rutland Mental Health Services and is a trained crisis clinician.
She has been embedded with the Rutland Police as part of a Project Vision initiative since 2013.
Greg Sheldon is in his 18th year with the Rutland City Police Department, and has served in a
variety of roles including as a Community Response Team Sergeant. He currently holds the rank of
Patrol Commander where he oversees the department’s uniform patrol division and communication/
dispatch center as well as supervising the department’s Crisis/Hostage Negotiation Unit.
First Congregational Church of Fair Haven, 2 N. Park Place, Fair Haven. 802.265.8864; church@fhucc.org
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Grace Church Memorials
The Sanctuary and
Chapel Flower Memorials
October 7 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Robert N. Caird, Olive Caird, and their daughters
Mary F. Caird and Virginia Caird Ludwig
by Randy and Bonnie Kelly.
October 14 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Dorothy S. and Newell B. Lee.
October 21 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Roger Johnson by his wife Betsy.

(If you would like to have a flower memorial, please contact
David Hazen: 483.2337/peren@aol.com).

The Church Spire will be illuminated
Grace Congregational United Church of Christ
8 Court Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701
Web site: www.gracechurchvt.org
e-mail: graceucc@gracechurchvt.org
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October 28 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Claire Lennon, Barbara Kirk-Elkin’s mother, by her family.

October 7 and 14 to the Glory of God.
October 21 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Steven Gaiko by his family.
October 28 in loving memory of Joyce E. Billings by Pat and
Mo Tucker.
****If you would like to have the Church Spire lit in
celebration or in the memory of a loved one please contact the
Church Office (775.4301). The cost for this is $20.

Please remember to keep
your pledge current.
If you have any questions, please
contact Beth Wolven
(775.4301, beth@gracechurchvt.org).

