
Homecoming  Sunday—September 9 

 

Plan to be with us as we come together after a summer of travel for some and time 

away to begin a new program year.  We will welcome Susanne Schmidt, who was 

the speaker for this year’s VT Conference Annual Meeting and inspired many of us 

in the art of storytelling and with her engaging and gracious presence.   There will 

be lots of special activities on that day so take note and plan to be with us! 
 

 Intergenerational Bagels and Bible Study at 8:45 a.m. 

Come early for food, fellowship and activities with all ages as we prepare for worship! 
 

 After worship, plan to join us in Fellowship Hall for fellowship and festivities! 

How can you be involved in the life and ministry of Grace Church?  What gifts do you bring?  What 

kinds of things do you like to do and how do those things connect to our mission and ministry here in 

our community and beyond? There will be opportunities to share your gifts and interests with sign-up 

sheets all around Fellowship Hall for the month of September. So come, find a sheet to add your 

name to or create a new one!  Help us continue to be a vital presence in our community and world.   
 

 Peter Cooper Art Show 

After worship in Fellowship Hall, there will be a show and sale of artwork of 

Peter Cooper. Peter was an active member of Grace Church. (His banners 

are used in Earth Day worship.) Anyone can buy his art: decide on a price 

you are willing to pay, and put the money in the baskets. Half of the money 

will go to our Art & Aesthetics Group and the other half to the Chaffee Art 

Center, to which some of the paintings were given. There are many works of 

art, and the A&A Group thinks that the congregation will enjoy the show. 

 

Sharing Story Continues! 
 

This fall we will look at stories from the Bible as they continue to inform us as to 

who God is and who God calls us to be as we join with him in bringing God’s 

love and light to the world.  With Rachel Held Evans’ book Inspired: Slaying 

Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again as our inspiration, we will 

explore the various types of stories from the Bible which she describes as a “living, breathing, 

captivating, and confounding book that is able to equip us to join God’s loving and redemptive work in 

the world”. Her book is available in the Office for $14. 

(For September worship details, see page 5.) 
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A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 
 

On Civil Discourse... 
 

Christine Pohl is a professor of 
Christian Ethics at Asbury Theological 

Seminary, a good Methodist school in 
the heartland of America. She wrote an article in 

The Christian Century on recovering kindness in the 
landscape of American values. She makes a very 

interesting observation about how task-oriented 
and ruthless we’ve become with our time and how 

that impacts our willingness to listen to one another. 
She writes, “Our strong task orientation stands behind 
many of our justifications for ruthless behavior and 

speech. We who value getting things done as quickly as 
possible and are willing to do whatever it takes are at 

risk of trampling anyone and anything that gets in our 
way. Ruthlessness involves a strategic form of self-

centered heartlessness, a total disregard for persons who 
block our personal goals or broader commitments. It is a 

choice not to see the impact of our actions on others 
because our goals, purposes and opinions are too 

important to fail.” Granted, I’m not sure all of us are 
as self-absorbed as she purports, but it is interesting 

to ponder in this desperate time for civil discourse 
in our community and nation! Are we so busy we 

are no longer willing to spend the time to truly 
listen to one another? Is it just easier to have the 

news (whichever channel feeds you) spoon feed you 
what you need to know about what’s going on?? 
 

As you know, these have become very difficult, if 
not dangerous, times in our cultural dialogues (or 

lack thereof). We have heard enough about “fake 
news” to begin to really wonder if it really is “fake!” 

How do we find the center point of any truth, if we 
can no longer trust the sources of our news??  
 

This fall and beyond, we hope to foster opportun-
ities for all of us to engage in civil discourse. Our 

Spiritual Growth Committee is encouraging every-
one to participate in small groups starting in Sept-

ember so that we will have the opportunity to learn 
more about what civil discourse means and how to 

engage one another in that way. Those of us who 
have participated in the small group process in the 

past have benefitted tremendously from this format! I 

would encourage you to find one and sign up. 
 

Also coming up in September, 350VT.org is inviting 

everyone around the state to participate in a week 
highlighting Climate Action. To that end, the Non-

Violent Group that has been meeting at Grace Church 
(in response to our time last winter with John Dear) 

will be hosting a day of awareness. A small group will 
be asking a question or two of the Rutland public by 

standing at the Farmer’s Market (or other public 
venue) with a giant billboard seeking people’s input 

on:  What is your vision for public discourse in 
Rutland? How could we engage in more civility 

within the Rutland community? Our hope is to get 
folks thinking about how we engage in civil dialogue! 

We plan to be out on Saturday, September 15 - 
look for more information and join us! 
 

Lastly, during the week of September 15-23, churches 
in our Southwest Association will be hosting a variety 

of events as part of Campaign Nonviolence Week of 
Action (see page 19). Many churches throughout the 

SWA are participating.  Check out what will be taking 
place and consider attending an event! 
 

We need to slow down! And as we slow down, we 
can open ourselves to wider perspectives, to wider 

engagements, to wider boundaries. Is it risky? Of 
course! But all growth opportunities come with not 

just a sense of risk and loss, but also growth and 
freedoms too. As we loosen the grip on our strong 

task-oriented lifestyles, perhaps we will find the 
breath of the Holy Spirit softening our minds, our 

hearts and our mouths to become more open and 
welcoming of all persons and perspectives!? Wouldn’t 

that be a wonderful place to live?? 
 

Don’t forget to come to Homecoming Sunday, 

September 9th, when our guest preacher/storyteller 
will be Susanne Schmidt, producer of The Moth Radio 

Hour here in Vermont.  The music will be spectacular 
and everyone will be excited to return to Grace for 

the Fall! It will be a glorious and spectacular day!!  
 

See you all in the new program year!! 
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Healing Ministry  By Rev. Bob Boutwell 
 

On Sunday, September 9, Grace Church will offer a Service of Healing Prayer with 

harp music, laying on hands, and anointing with oil at 11:25 a.m. in the Chapel.  
 

When we experience events that threaten our well-being, either the loss of good 

things or the presence of bad things, our whole selves are affected and we 

experience trauma. Graham Cooke reminds us that God "has a huge desire in 

God's heart to see you set free in everything - compulsions, addictions, bad habits and ungodly mind- 

sets," just as God's people were set free from oppression in Egypt. But just as God's people also 

engaged in a battle to get into the Promised Land, we need to confront the enemy that wants to keep 

us out of the promised land of an intimate relationship with God.      
 

Healing prayer can connect the sufferer with Jesus and create a safe environment where healing can 

take place. For healing to occur, it is important to develop a trusting relationship with God.  The 

healing process for the wounds of trauma may require several layers of healing prayer, such as 

confession, repentance, forgiveness and generational healing.  A common barrier arises when the 

recipient cannot perceive the loving presence of Jesus. It is important that the prayer recipients 

understand that they are beloved children of God and that God is present with them and loves them. 

Perfect love displaces fear. The love of Jesus can transform the trauma of living in this stressful world 

into the blessing of constantly experiencing the presence of his love and peace.      

   

Grace Church continues to offer the loving healing ministry of Jesus Christ.  A Healing Prayer Service 

is offered in the Chapel at Grace Church at 11:25 a.m. on the second Sunday of each month following 

the regular Sunday morning Sanctuary service. The next Healing Prayer Service will be offered on 

Sunday September 9, following the regular Sunday worship service.  Come and join us to receive 

healing prayer, to give thanks for healing received and to pray for healing for others - your family, 

friends and neighbors.   
 

I am available for prayer and consultation on Wednesdays at my office at the church from 9 to 11:30 

a.m. or at other times at your request. Contact me by phone at 802.773.3057 or email me at 

revrbtwl@myfairpoint.net.   

Would  you  like  to  be  part  of  a  Worship  Planning  Team  for  Advent? 
 

Advent begins on December 2nd and we will be gathering a group of people to 

plan for Advent worship services early in September.  This is a short commitment 

opportunity to look at the scripture readings and themes for each week and 

explore ways in which we can bring those to life through worship.  To learn more 

or to be sure you are on the list, contact Tracy (775.4301/

tracy@gracechurchvt.org).   
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Start up for Fall Music Programs 2018 
 

Choir season begins soon! 
September is just around the corner! All our choirs begin again, so please add the rehearsal dates to 

your calendars, and consider joining our dedicated teams of singers and ringers! 

 

Homecoming Sunday: September 9th at 10 a.m. 
 

Grace Sanctuary Choir will be joined by a brass quartet to celebrate Homecoming Sunday and the 

beginning of the choir season on September 9th at 10 am. Please invite a friend to worship this 

Sunday morning to hear the Word being told through wonderful music and song! 
 

Song & Double Bass Recital  

by Kristin Cimonetti and Ben Green—Sept. 9, 4 p.m. 
 

Kristin Cimonetti and Ben Green will entertain us with a variety 

of pieces on September 9th in the Sanctuary. Music will include 

Dragonetti's Bass Concerto, Bottesini's Two Songs for bass and high 

voice, selections from The Phantom of the Opera and more. 

Accompanied by Alastair Stout on organ and piano. 
 

Choral Evensong - September 23rd at 4 p.m. 
 

Grace and Trinity Church choirs will offer a service of 

Choral Evensong at Trinity Episcopal Church on September 

23rd at 4 p.m. All are welcome to participate; rehearsals will 

be on September 9th and 16th from 1:30 - 3 p.m. in Grace 

Church Choir Room, and on September 23rd from 2 - 3 

p.m. at Trinity. To learn more, please contact Alastair Stout 

at 802.775.4301or alastair@gracechurvtvt.org. 

Make  a  Joyful  Noise  Unto  the  Lord. 

 September 5   

 Children’s Choir at 4 p.m. 

 SSAA choir at 6 p.m. 

 Sanctuary Choir at 7 p.m. 
  

 September 9 

 Joyful Noise at 11:45 a.m. 

September 10 

Handbells at 6:45 p.m. 
 

September 13 

Children’s Choir at 4 p.m. 

TTBB choir at 6 p.m. 

Sanctuary choir at 7 p.m. 
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Sharing Story Continues! 

September Worship at Grace 
 

September 2    Communion Sunday  

      Sanctuary Sunday 
 

September 9    Susanne Schmidt, preaching 

     Homecoming Sunday  

     Sanctuary Sunday 

Come join us as we kick-off our theme for this fall and begin a new program year of worship and 

ministry together! 
 

September 16    “Inspired” 

      What does it mean to say that the Bible is the “inspired Word of God”?   

      John Weatherhogg, preaching 
 

September 23    Origin Stories 

      John Weatherhogg, preaching 
 

September 30    Deliverance Stories 

      Tracy Weatherhogg, preaching 

Storytelling Workshop with Susanne Schmidt 

and Story Slam 

Saturday, September 29 

 Storytelling Workshop …   4-6 p.m. 

Dinner… 6:15- 7 p.m.       Story Slam …  7 p.m.  

 

Come join Susanne Schmidt for a storytelling workshop 

where she will help participants learn the basics of telling 

stories.  Susanne is a comedian, licensed mental health 

counselor, and a regional producer of “The Moth”.   

Through her workshops she promotes the power of story 

for good and celebrates community.  We look forward to 

having Susanne with us both for the workshop and for 

hosting a Story Slam.  Storytellers are encouraged to 

come and add their name to the hat and have an 

opportunity to share a story in the midst of the 

community that will gather.   

 

Watch for more information and plan to be with us! 
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Vacation Bible School 2018 
 

We gathered Monday through Thursday, July 23-26, for 

activities, dinner, and more activities of sharing stories with all 

ages.  Many thanks to all those who helped and participated! 
  

VBS Planning Committee:  Katya Cooke, Christina Sweet, 

Kelly Thompson, Liz Yaddow, Tracy Weatherhogg 
 

Kitchen volunteers:  Doug and Sue Best, Katya Cooke, Cathy Gettel, Diana Robinson 
 

Off-site Hosts:  Donald and Annie Glendenning  

(Even though the forecast kept us from holding our Friday night activities, Annie and Donald were 

ready and willing to host us and we are grateful!) 
 

Music:  Diane Chartrand, Alastair Stout, and John Weatherhogg  

Spiritual Growth at Grace Church 

Spiritual Formation at Grace (for adults and children) 
 

Bagels and Bible Study Continues! 
 

Occasional Sunday Intergenerational Bible study and activities at 8:45 a.m. 

Join us in Fellowship Hall for our first Sunday of Bagels and Bible Study 

on Homecoming Sunday, September 9th! 

 

Whole Church School Program  
 

We continue to offer a Whole Church School Program on most Sunday mornings. Each week, we 

will explore the themes that will be the theme of worship through a variety of activities for all ages.  

 

Crib/Toddler Room (Birth – 3 year olds) 

Each Sunday, volunteers staff our Crib/Toddler Room providing a safe and welcoming place for the 

youngest members of our Grace Church community to gather.  Stories, play, and music are just 

some of the activities that take place. 

 

NOTE:  We can always use additional volunteers to staff the Crib/Toddler Room or help with our 

Whole Church School Programs.  If you are interested in volunteering or in learning more, contact 

Kelly Thompson (438.2230/kelser52379) or Tracy Weatherhogg (775.4301/

tracy@gracechurchvt.org). 



Spiritual Growth at Grace Church 

God is Still Speaking … Through Us 
Spiritual  Growth  Civil  Discourse  Small  Groups 

 
Small groups for the whole church are back!! There was such positive feedback for 

the reVision process small groups, and there is such a need for us to listen for 

God’s voice in this trying time for our country, that the Spiritual Growth 

Committee is excited to invite you to a time of study, discernment, and the 

practice of Civil Discourse.   
 

EVERYONE is invited to join a small group this fall as together we explore the topic of “Civil 

Discourse” defined as “engagement in conversation intended to enhance understanding.”  Together 

we hope to grow in our understanding of issues as well as in our ability to have meaningful and 

important conversations about those issues.    
 

Small groups will meet for 6 sessions between September 23 and November 4.  Complete the 

bulletin insert with your preference for a small group meeting time OR watch for more information 

during Fellowship Time in Fellowship Hall on Sundays after worship in early September.  For more 

information, contact Ellen Green (802.438.0010/ eepgreen@hotmail.com). 

Spiritual Growth Opportunities 
 

Consider what you might do to continue to grow in your faith. There are many opportunities, so 

find one that works with your schedule and participate! 
 

 Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the Lounge – beginning on September 5th   

Join with others for Bible study and discussion facilitated by John or Tracy Weatherhogg.  

Each week we discuss the scripture readings that will be read and preached on the upcoming 

Sunday.  No preparation is needed! Come each Wednesday or whenever you are able.     

 

 God is Still Speaking Small Groups (see above) 

 

 Spirituality Center 

Did you know that we have a Spirituality Center at Grace Church? It is located behind the 

stained glass window of the balcony level in the Sanctuary.  It provides a quiet space to come 

and reflect, offer prayers, and to be creative too.  It can be made available whenever the 

building is open.  Check it out!   
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Spiritual Growth at Grace Church 

Listening for God Book Discussion 
Thursday, September 13, 5:30 p.m. 

 

Our next Listening for God Book Discussion will take place on Thursday, 

September 13 at 5:30 p.m. in the Parlor.   Join us for a potluck and discussion. 

Bring a dish to share or just come!  We will discuss The Hakawati by Rabih 

Alameddine.   Books are available on Sunday mornings or through the Church 

Office for $14.  Any questions, contact (Janice Prindle (345.2924/ jlpen77@ 

gmail.com) or Tracy (775.4301/ tracy@gracechurchvt.org).  All are welcome! 

Family and Youth at Grace Church 

Youth Group News 

Sunday, Sept. 9     Youth Group Kick-Off 
 

All youth in grades 7-12 are encouraged to join 

us from 5-7 p.m. for a night of fun, fellowship, 

food, and a preview of coming attractions.  

Bring chips, salad, or dessert.  Hamburgers, 

veggie burgers, and hot dogs will be provided.  

For more information, contact Tracy Weather-

hogg (775.4301/ tracy@gracechurchvt.org). 

Sunday, Sept. 16     A normal Sunday! 
 

Bring $3 for dinner and a friend! 
 

Sunday, Sept.23     Fourth Sunday Dinner 
 

Come help serve and help with this exciting 

ministry. Come at 5 p.m. to get your 

assignment! 

      Bethany Birches Camping Weekend! 
 

The Grace Church Fall Camping Weekend is from Friday, August 31 to 

Monday, September 3 at Bethany Birches Camp in Plymouth. You may 

camp for the whole weekend, one or two nights, or just come for one 

of the days and enjoy the sun, fun and fellowship.  If you're planning on 

coming down Friday, be sure it's mid to late afternoon, as the camp won't be ready in the morning.  
  
You can sign up ahead of time or just come and sign up at the camp.  Basic rates for the weekend 

are:  $80/couple or $120/family. Rates per night: $25/couple or $40/family. Day rates: $7/person/day. 

Bethany Birches has complete kitchen facilities plus bathrooms and showers. See you there!  
  
To learn more see Tracy, check out the Bethany Birches Facebook page at Bethany Birches Camp. or 

go to bethanybirches.org. 
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Grace  Church  Fall  Rummage  Sale 

       It’s time to clean  out your closets ! 
 

              Thursday, October 4 from 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

         Friday, October 5 from 9 a.m. - Noon (Bag Sale) 
 

Donations:  We will be accepting donations in Fellowship Hall on Monday through Wednesday, 

October 1-3, between the hours of 8 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., and on Thursday, October 4 from 8:30 a.m. 

to noon. We are looking for household items, clothing (cleaned and wearable), small appliances 

(in good working condition), linens, jewelry, and children’s toys and games.  No sharp knives, 

televisions or microwaves, please! 
 

Set-up and Sales Help Needed!   
 

  Set-up help is needed to set up and sort Monday through Thursday, October 1-4    
 

 Sales help is needed on Thursday, October 4 and Friday, October 5   
 

 Clean-up help is needed after the sale on Friday, October 5   
 

Please look for the sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall.  For more information please contact Mary 

Doyle (772.7124) or Tracy Weatherhogg (775.4301/tracy@gracechurchvt.org).  

The Fortnightly …. Meeting for 139 Years! 
“The Blackening of the West: Fires in the News Every Day” 

With Gary Salmon, Retired VT State Forester  
 

For part of 15 summers, Gary Salmon worked to keep Washington, Idaho, Oregon, & 

Montana green as part of a forest fire crew from the Green Mountain National Forest. 

Come learn how a large fire is attacked, the sheer number of people necessary to 

conquer a fire, and how changes in climate and forests are contributing to the problem of control.  
 

Thursday, September 20, 2018 at 2:00 p.m. 

Grace Church Chapel 
 

Tea & Sweets following the  program in the Parlor 

For further Information, call the  Church Office (775.4301). 

If transportation is needed,  

contact Bonnie Kelly (775.2249).     
  

All are welcome!  



Page 10 -  The Star  

 ON-GOING WEEKLY 

EVENTS 
 

SUNDAY 

  8:30 Chapel Service 

  9:00 Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 Sanctuary Service 

11:15 A Time of Fellowship 

11:45 Joyful Noise Choir Rehearsal 
 

MONDAY 

  8:00 AA 

  5:30 AA 

  6:45 Tintinnabula 

  7:00 Boy Scouts 
   

     

TUESDAY 

  9:00 Yoga 

12:00 Staff Meeting 

  5:00 AA Women’s Group 

  6:00 Bereavement Support 

  6:30 Wit’s End 

  6:30 Fathers Group 

  7:00 AA 

  7:00 GA 
 

WEDNESDAY 

  7:00 Prayer Group 

  8:00 AA 

11:30 Men’s Luncheon 

12:00 AA 

  4:00 Children’s Choir 

  7:00 Sanctuary Choir 
 

THURSDAY 

12:00 AA 
 

FRIDAY 

 8:00 AA 

 
 
 

AA- Alcoholics Anonymous    

GA - Gamblers Anonymous 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

       

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 9.1 

9.2    Food Shelf Sunday 

 

9.3 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Church Office Closed 
  

9.4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Compassionate Friends 

9.5 

7:00 Prayer Group 

8:00 Property Committee 

9:00 Healing Ministry Office Open 

9:30 Bible Study 

 

4:00 Children’s Choir Start-up 

6:00 SSAA Choir Start-up 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir Start-up 

9.6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:15 Diaconate sub-committees 

7:00 Diaconate 

9.7 

 

 

9.8 

 

9:00 Alzheimer’s Walk   

        (Main Street Park) 

9:00 Route to Resilience 

        (Vermont Farmers 

         Food Center) 

 

 

 

9.9 Homecoming Sunday 

        Communion 

        OCWM Offering 

 

  8:45 Bagels and Bible Study 

11:25 Healing Prayer Service 

11:45 Joyful Noise Start-up 

 

  4:00 Song & Double Bass  

          Recital    

  5:00 Youth Group Kick-off 

9.10 

 

9:30 Women’s Small Group 

 

 

 

 

6:45 Tintinnabula Start-up 

9.11 9.12 

7:00 Prayer Group 

9:00 Healing Ministry Office Open 

9:30 Bible Study 

9:30 Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 

4:00 Children’s Choir 

6:00 TTBB Choir Start-up 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir  

9.13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30 Listening for God  

       Book Discussion 

9.14 9.15 

 

9:00 Day of Awareness at 

       Rutland Farmers Market 

9.16  Greeting Card Sunday 

     Equal Exchange Sales 

   

11:30 Third Sunday Lunch   

  1:00 John Dear video and 

         community discussion 

 

  5:00 Youth Group 

9.17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.18 

 

9:00 Women’s Sewing Group 

 

 

 

 

9.19 

7:00 Prayer Group 

9:00 Healing Ministry Office Open 

9:30 Bible Study 

 

4:00 Children’s Choir  

6:00 SSAA Choir 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir  

9.20 

 

2:00 The Fortnightly 

 

 

 

 

6:00 Church Council 

9.21 9.22 

9.23   

 

 4:00 Choral Evensong at Trinity 

 5:00 Youth Group 

 5:30 Welcome Table Dinner 

 

 

9.30 

9.24 

 

9:30 Women’s Small Group 

 

 

 

 

 

9.25 

 

 

9.26 

7:00 Prayer Group 

9:00 Healing Ministry Office Open 

9:30 Bible Study 

11:45 Let’s Do Lunch at Roots 

 

4:00 Children’s Choir  

6:00 TTBB Choir 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir  

9.27 9.28 9.29 

 

 

 

4:00 Storytelling workshop 

6:00 Dinner 

7:00 Story Slam 

 

Camping Weekend 
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The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry by Gabrielle Zevin 

  

This novel is about a bookstore on an island off the coast of 

Massachusetts.  The name of the bookstore is obviously Island Books. A.J. 

Fikry is a curmudgeon who owns Island Books. One has to take a ferry to 

get to the mainland.  Sales in the bookstore are so-so. 

  

Then life takes a turn. Tamerlane, a very valuable, rare book, is 

stolen. Officer Lambiase is on the case to find the book.  A. J. returns from 

an exercise run to find a 2 year old girl has been abandoned by her 

desperate mother.  (A. J. has never changed a diaper … how hard can that be?) 

  

Other principal characters in this warm novel are the bookseller reps, Amelia and Ismay, Daniel, Mr. 

Balboni,  et all. Each one is affected by books, the story each one tells, the people who interact, life in 

general.  The Island bookstore has a profound influence on the island's inhabitants. A. J. Fikry has 

influence even he cannot imagine. 
 

"This novel has humor, romance, a touch of suspense , but most of all love, love of books, bookish 

people, and really, all of humanity in its imperfect glory." 

Book Reviews by Florence Boutwell 

“Today a reader, tomorrow a leader.”  - Margaret Franklin 

Please remember to bring your food donations for the 

Community Cupboard on September 2, 2018 

Food Shelf Sunday! 

Your donations of basic food items (pasta, sauce, cereal, peanut 

butter and more) are needed.  

Our Church’s Wider Mission Offering Received 
Sunday, September 9 

 

Grace Church is a 5 for 5 congregation supporting each of the 5 special offerings 

of the United Church of Christ.  Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) is one of 

those offerings. Contributions given to OCWM support the work of the UCC nationally and locally 

through the VT Conference. Special offering envelopes are included in pledge envelope boxes and will 

be available on Homecoming Sunday, Sept. 9, when we receive this special offering during worship. 
 

Prayerfully consider your gift to support the work of our denomination here in Vermont and 

throughout the world! 



Thank you for the Gift of Food 
 

On Wednesday, August 8, over 20 cross-country cyclists spent the night at the Baptist 

Church and enjoyed a sumptuous meal here at Grace. These participants in the Fuller 

Center Bike Adventure began their ride near Portland, OR on June 1 and ended the 

ride in Portland, ME on August 11. The Fuller Center for Housing is a non-profit, ecumenical Christian 

housing ministry dedicated to eliminating poverty worldwide. They partner with local non-profits to 

build and renovate needed housing. This group of cyclists stopped along the way for “Build Days” to 

help with some of those projects, while also raising much-needed funds for the organization. 
 

We received this thank you note from the cyclists: 
 

Dear Grace Congregational UCC, 
 

Thank you so much for the delicious “hay stack” dinner and all the yummy desserts/snacks you provided for us. 

We will enjoy the sandwiches and extra cookies tomorrow at our next stop. Thank you to the youth group for 

the nice job they did cutting up the vegetables for the hay stacks. 
 

We enjoyed talking with you and seeing your beautiful church. It is due to the generosity of churches like yours 

that so much of the money donated to our ride goes to our mission of providing decent affordable housing. 
 

Peace. Fuller Center Bike Adventure 
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Reminder: Donations Needed to Fund the New ADA Compliant Bathroom! 
 

In August, we announced the completion of the transformation of the men’s bathroom 

outside of Fellowship Hall (in the Preschool corridor) into a fully ADA compliant 

bathroom. New tiles, sink, fixtures, and a fresh paint job have created a functional and 

attractive unisex bathroom. Both the Council and the Property Committee endorsed 

this plan, but the renovation was not provided for in the 2018 budget.   
 

We know that accessibility is an important issue to many in our congregation, and invite you to help 

fund this renovation. Please send checks payable to Grace Church, noting ADA bathroom as a memo. 

You may also use the Tithely.com app or the Support Grace page of our website. Thank you! 

Flower and Church Spire Memorials 
 

Each Sunday, our Sanctuary and Chapel are graced with flowers given in memory or in 

honor of a loved one. Throughout the week, our stunning church spire is lit in the 

evenings. If you would like to give flowers or have the Church Spire lit in celebration or 

in memory of a loved one, please contact David Hazen for flowers (483.2337/ 

peren@aol.com) or the Church Office for the spire (775.4301). 



Wom en’s  Sm al l   Group  
Every other Monday beginning on September 10    9:30-11 a.m. 

 

This group meets in the Parlor for fellowship, conversation, and discussion 

of the many ways our faith intersects with our lives, particularly how our 

faith impacts the spiritual lives of our families.   For more information, contact Tracy Weatherhogg 

(tracy@gracechurchvt.org or 775.4301). 

Wom en’s  Minis t r i es  Sew ing  Group: CWS Book  Bag s  
 

September 18th is our first sewing meeting when we sew school bags for the 

CWS Kit Program. The sewing group meets every month, September through 

April, on the third Tuesday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. You are not asked to stay 

the whole time and it is mostly straight, simple sewing. The group is always 

looking for new members, so please come and join us!  
 

At this time we are collecting items to fill the school bags. Items needed for each bag:   

  6 wooden #2 pencils with erasers  3 70-page spiral notebooks   

  1 hand-held pencil sharpener   1 pair child metal scissors (blunt nose)  

  1 box crayons - 24 pack   12 inch Ruler (with inches and millimeters) 

  1 large eraser (pink type) 
 
  

Boxes for these donations will be located at the West Street and Center Street entrances of the 

church. Questions: Call Ardena Ackerman (773.6435) or Helen Willis (773.2115). 
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Let ’s  Do Lunch! 
Wednes day, September 26 , 11:45 a .m. at  Roots  

 

Plan now to join us on Wednesday, September 26th at 11:45 

a.m. at Roots for an informal gathering and time of fellowship. 

Call the Church Office by Tuesday morning to let us know you 

are coming.  All women and friends of Grace Church are 

welcome to join us! 

Tracy Weatherhogg (775.4301/tracy@gracechurchvt.org) 

Women at Grace Church 



 Pray er  Shaw l  Minis t ry  
 

Prayer Shawls … 

They wrap, shelter, cover, give solace, hug and comfort. 

Those who have received shawls have been uplifted and affirmed, 

as if they have been given wings to fly above their troubles. 
 

We are beginning our 9th year of our Prayer Shawl Ministry and have given away more than 350 shawls 

to members and friends of Grace. Please consider joining us for an hour or so on  

the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor  

to knit and crochet. We have yarn, needles and patterns. Want to learn? Come and we will teach you. 
 

For more information contact the Church Office at 775.4301 or Marty Barclay at 775.1076. 

September meeting: September 12 
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Fourth Sunday Welcome Table Dinner 

Sunday, September 23 at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Volunteers are needed to help with our Fourth Sunday Welcome Table 

Dinner on September 23.  Food donors, cooks, bakers, table hosts, servers, 

and clean-up crew members are also needed.  If you are willing to help, please 

complete the SOS in the Sunday bulletin, look for the sign-up at Fellowship 

Time, or contact: Brandi Barclay (236.4018/brandi.barclay@gmail.com.  

Women at Grace Church 

Third Sunday Lunch 

Sunday, September 16 at 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 

3rd Sunday lunch returns in September and will continue this 

fall! Volunteers are needed to help keep this opportunity for 

food and fellowship going!  How can you help? 

• Are you able to make a pot of soup?         • Can you help with salad preparations? 

• Can you bring bread?    • Can you help with clean up? 

• Can you come and help with set up at 9:30 a.m. on the 3rd Sunday? 
 

Contact Holly English-Payne (516.457.4191/ henglishpayne@comcast.net)  

if you are willing to help with the September 16th lunch. 
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Charlotte Jaclyn Smith,  

daughter of Brian and Jody (Chamberlain) 

Smith, joined big sister Emersyn.  She 

was born 7/25 at 

Porter Medical 

Center.  8 pounds 

15 ounces, 22 

1/4".  Proud 

Grandparents are 

Brent and Jean 

Chamberlain. 

News from the Pews 

The Weatherhogg family visited Stefanie Schaffer at Spaulding Hospital in Cambridge in late 

August. Look at those smiles! 

We still have StefStrong bracelets in the office. Buy one for $3 (or any donation); all proceeds go 

to the Bender/Schaffer family to help with the many costs associated with Stefanie’s recovery. 

Michael McMahon 

of Center Rutland graduated Cum Laude 

from the University of New England, 

College of Pharmacy, in Portland, Maine 

with a Doctorate of Pharmacy. He is the 

son of Burt & Laurie McMahon. Michael 

has accepted a Pharmacist position with 

Walgreens in the Portland area. 
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Volunteer Opportunities Continue 
Help make a difference! 

 
 

 Habitat for Humanity of Rutland County 

Transforming People’s Lives and Our Community by Creating Affordable and Decent Housing 

Lifting Up One Family at a Time 
 

Habitat volunteers are needed to help with work being done on a house at 25 Griswold 

Drive in Rutland on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Volunteers are 

welcome for all or part of that time.  For more information, visit 

www.rutlandhabitat.com or email Rutlandhabitat@gmail.com.   
 

 Vermont Farmers Food Center—The Farmacy Program 
 

The Vermont Farmers Food Center (VFFC) is once again providing fresh vegetables to 

members of our community through The Farmacy Program. Participants receive free 

food from local farms plus free cooking classes. Harvest/Pack Volunteers are needed! 
 

Every Wednesday through September 26th, Farmacy Shares will be prepared and packed 

for distribution.  Volunteers are needed from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. (all or part of that time) 

at the VFFC to help pack fresh, local produce into each share box.  Contact Tracy 

(775.4301/tracy@gracechurchvt.org) if you are interested and available to help out! 
 

 Vermont Foodbank in Rutland 
 

Every Monday from 10 a.m. – 12 noon, volunteers are needed to help at the Foodbank.  

This fall we will be helping with the Backpack program.   For more information or to 

register, go to www.vtfoodbank.volunteerhub.com or see Tracy. 

 

 

 

 

 

Many of us know someone or have a family member who suffers from this devastating disease. 

Won’t you join others in support of finding a cure?  
 

Come and sign up for the Grace Church team or go online to www.alz.org/walk (type in our zip 

code 05701) and you will be directed to our Rutland Walk page to view this event or to sign up 

online. For more information and questions contact Jeannie Stimpfel at 802.770.3766.  

Walk To End Alzheimer’s  
Saturday, September 8 th 

Main Street Park, Rutland 

Grace Church in the Wider Community 
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Free Family-to-Family Program from NAMI 
 

Rutland’s "Family-to-Family" program by NAMI (National Alliance on 

Mental Illness) is a FREE 12-week course structured to help families and 

friends of individuals with mental illness understand and support their loved ones while maintaining 

their own well-being. The evidence-based course begins Thursday, August 30 from 6-8:30 p.m. 

Many family members describe the impact of this program as "life changing". 
 

Advanced registration is required; space is limited.   

namivt.org; email program@namivt.org; 802.876.7949 or toll free 800.639.6480 

Grace Church in the Wider Community 

 Rutland Routes to Resilience 

September 8 
 

September 8 is a global day of climate action—a day 

to Rise for Climate, Jobs, and Justice! We join cities 

and towns around the world in calling for a 

renewable, just future.  

 

Join us to see our community in a new way, and see 

many examples of what we can do locally to address 

climate change. We'll be exploring Rutland through sites addressing, or affected by, climate change: 

farms, rain gardens, renewable energy installations, and more. A three-mile walking route, a five-

mile biking route, and a fifteen-mile biking route will all come together at the end for food, 

conversation, and strengthening our local climate movement. 

 

We'll start together at the VT Farmers Food Center at 9, and we'll come back together at the 

Chaffee Art Center at noon. More info coming soon! Sign up here: https://riseforclimate.org. 

Volunteers Needed: Nursing Home Ministry 

Saturday, September 22, 9:00 a.m. - First Baptist Church 
 

The Rutland Ecumenical-Interfaith Clergy Group has been asked by area nearing homes to provide 

worship services for their residents. So far clergy have provided this much-needed ministry, but 

the need is great and we need your help! Come to a workshop on September 22 to learn how to 

prepare and lead a 30-minute service for seniors; sample worship service bulletins and a hymn 

booklet provided. Facilitated by the Revs. Patti and Jon Stratton. See Tracy or John to register. 



Southwest Association of the VT Conference UCC participates in … 

CAMPAIGN NONVIOLENCE WEEK OF ACTIONS 
September 15-23, 2018 

Schedule of Events 

 
 
 

Saturday, September 15 

The Nonviolence Study group will be at the Rutland Farmer’s Market beginning at 9 AM seeking 

input from the community on nonviolence!   
 

Sunday, September 16 

Congregational Church of North Bennington will hold a special Coffee Hour with everyone 

reading a peace prayer or poem to begin the Week of Actions.  
 

Shrewsbury Community Church will hold an Open House Peace Vigil with Music Meditation on 

Sunday, September 16th from 10:30-11 AM in the Sanctuary of the Shrewsbury Community 

Church. This is the opening to a celebration of Shrewsbury Day with Old Car Parade, 

Community Organization Displays, Food and Fun, more TBA! 
 

Congregational Church of Rupert will hold a Nonviolence Training and Action program for 

Teens on Sunday, September 16th  from1- 4:30 PM.  
 

Grace Congregational Church will hold a video presentation of John Dear’s visit this past winter 

on Sunday, September 16th at 1 PM with a Community Conversation to follow.  
 

Monday, September 17 

Second Congregational Church of Bennington will hold a Prayer Service at 7 PM at the church. 
 

Tuesday, September 18 

First Congregational Church of Fair Haven Book Group will hold a Peace Meditation from 9:30 - 

11:30 AM on the Fair Haven Green. 
 

Wednesday, September 19 

United Church of Dorset and East Rupert will hold a Candlelight Vigil with Songs, Poems and 

Prayers on the Dorset Green at 7 PM. 
 

Thursday, September 20 

East Arlington Federated Church will host a Potluck Supper and table discussions on 

peacemaking at 6 PM in Bailey Hall.  
 

Friday, September 21 

Castleton Federated Church will host a Peace Day Supper and Concert at 6 PM. 

Grace Church in the Wider Community 
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Grace Church Memorials 

The Sanctuary and  

Chapel Flower Memorials  
 

 

September 2 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 

Axel J. and Jane Olney Anderson by their family. 
 

September 9 to the Glory of God. 
 

September 16 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 

Jane Martinez by her husband Bill and the family. 
 

September 23 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 

John Stager by his family.  
 

September 30 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 

Dorothy S. and Newell B. Lee by their family. 

 

(Please note:  If you would like to have a flower memorial in 

memory of a loved one or for a special celebration, please 

contact David Hazen: 483.2337/peren@aol.com). 
 

The Church Spire will be illuminated  
 
 

September 2, 9, 16, and 23 to the Glory of God. 

  

September 30 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 

John A. Densmore by his wife, Barbara Densmore. 

 

****If you would like to have the Church Spire lit in  

celebration or in the memory of a loved one, please contact 

the Church Office (775.4301).  The cost for this is $20.  

  

Church Office Hours 

Beginning September 3 

 

 Monday – Thursday 

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Closed on Friday 

http://www.gracechurchvt.org/
mailto:graceucc@gracechurchvt.org

