August 2019

Vol. 63

No. 12

PUBLISHED FOR THE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF GRACE CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, RUTLAND, VERMONT

August 4
Communion Sunday/Food Shelf Sunday. Rev. Terry Hanley, guest preacher
.
Terry, the son of Grace members Jane and Charlie Hanley, is an Associate Minister at the Federated
Church of Castleton, and also works as a nurse. Come welcome Terry to Grace!

Where Your Heart is …

Jesus called his disciples who were fisherman to come and follow him and to do what they love … to fish for
people! What do you love? Where is your heart? How might God work through those things we love for the
benefit of the community? Join us on Sundays in August and into September as we explore together what we
love and how that might benefit the community at Grace and beyond!
August 11 Where Your Heart is …
Tracy Weatherhogg, preaching
Luke 12:32-40

August 18 Where Your Heart is …
Michelle Fountain, preaching
August 25 Where Your Heart is …
Summer Choir; Dave Hoffenberg, preaching

Bethany Birches Camping Weekend
August 30—September 2
All ages are welcome and expected

Everyone is invited to join with others from Grace Church for a camping weekend filled with fun,
fellowship, and food! Cabins are available for those who do not have camping gear but are still
interested in getting outdoors with friends and family from Grace. A pavilion and kitchen are available
for our use as well. To learn more, call the Office (775.4301).

Hello from Finance and your Treasurer, Matt Getty
As of June 30, 2019, we expected to be in a deficit position based on how the actual budget has
performed over the years. The budgeted net figure for the second quarter was a negative $26,552;
we ended the quarter better than expected with a negative $23,400. This is based on gross income
of $277,186 against gross expenses of $300,586, for a net loss for the quarter of $23,400.
How can you help bring us back into the black? If everyone keeps their pledge current, we anticipate
balancing the budget over the course of the year. Contact Beth for details (802.775.4301). Thank you!

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Summer Has Broken…

Morning has broken like the first morning,
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird.
Praise for the singing!
Praise for the morning!
Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word!
I often default to this delightful Gaelic melody as
an opening hymn at a memorial service, not
because it’s necessarily a beautiful morning, but
because it reminds us that every day is a gift from
God. In the summertime, especially, I want to sing
this delightful hymn as I rise from my slumber
rest. It is the perfect poetic image of what
Summertime should be about for any child of
God on a lazy summer morning! Summertime is
God’s gift of Sabbath to those of us who live in
the Northern clime. It is an extended Shabbat to
celebrate and enjoy the beauty of colors, the
sweet early song of birds and splendor of forest
and fauna as well as the curse of bug life! Beauty
and grace is born with the jolt of warning too as
beetle and wasp, snake and chigger make us
painfully aware that beauty can sting too! It is all
in the learning lab of created environment that
God teaches us – adult and child – that within
glory can be pain, within joy can be a tear. It is an
important lesson to learn now, before it happens
too close for learning later on in life.
As I shared these words with you several
summers ago - whether it’s fishing or kayaking on
a local pond or berry picking on a neighbor’s
hillside or traipsing up a mountain path in search
of a miles-long vista to inspire the soul summertime is about getting outdoors and
enjoying the gift of God’s magnificent creation!
There is no better teaching tool about faith than
being in the great outdoors. How can one not

wonder at the sound of the cricket’s evensong
breaking the silence of a sweltering nightscape?
How can one not wonder at the explosion of
stars in the summer night sky beckoning us from
afar – “Come, see and believe!” How can one not
wonder at the joy of creation seeing twin fawns
scamper after each other hopping with glee under
the watchful eye of a doting mother warning from
nearby – “Be careful my loves, be careful!”
How are you taking your Sabbath this summertime?? It is important, you know! Get outdoors,
grab a fishing pole and head for the pond or lake
or stream; bring your son or nephew or granddaughter and go! It’s too important to miss – for
these are educational moments teaching “life
truths” that God gives us to pass along our
collective wisdom! The earth is the Lord’s and the
fullness thereof…says the Psalmist. It is our
responsibility to teach this to the next generation.
If we don’t, we run the risk of them growing up
with no hope, only despair.
As I go about my day as a pastor, I often run into
many who are all too quick to offer an excuse for
their absence from the pew – “We have been
visiting friends and family!” Or, “We have been
camping!” Or, “We took a hike with the kids and
then went to the lake to enjoy the water!” Or,
“We have been enjoying our camp and new
boat!” All of them are good excuses not to be in
worship! I tell people, every time, not to worry, I
never take attendance, because you need to have
a Sabbath life larger than coming to worship on
Sunday morning! Especially in the summertime!!
So, go outdoors this summer and enjoy the gift of
God’s creation! It’s hot, sticky and worthy of a
plunge in a quarry, lake or stream! What better
way to worship than to say, “Thanks Lord, for
this glorious summer morn!”
Now, go out there and enjoy it!
Summertime has broken…No excuses!!
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Healing Ministry
By Reverend Bob Boutwell
For many people August is the time for vacation, and vacations can be real times of
healing. A leading cause of physical, mental, and emotional health problems is stress.
In the gospel of Mark (6:30-31) we read how Jesus and his disciples were so busy teaching and healing
and so many people were coming and going that Jesus and his disciples didn’t even have a chance to
eat. So Jesus said to them, “Come with me by ourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.” But the
people found out where they were going and hurried to the place. When Jesus saw all the people, he
had compassion on them and began teaching them. When evening came Jesus provided food for them
to eat, then he sent them all away. “After leaving them, he went into the hills to pray.” (6:46). The
Bible tells us that Jesus often took time to rest and pray. We need to do that too.
I often took time off from pastoral duties in August and took my family to refreshing places. Some of
our favorite places were: the wonderful falls of the Yellowstone River, Thunder Hole at the Atlantic
Ocean shore in Acadia National Park, glaciers calving in Alaska, the redwood forests in California, the
Everglades, Little Rock Pond along the Long Trail, Branberry Beach at lake Dunmore, and more
recently, Florence and I have enjoyed sitting on our back porch in our rocking chairs.
In a recent article in the magazine Spirituality & Health, I learned about “A Shower That Heals.” One
of the things that happens in the atmosphere of our Earth is “ionization”. In natural environments,
particularly along the seashore and in forests, negative ions predominate over positive ions.
Environments where negative ions predominate are effective in reducing states of stress and
depression. Studies have shown that a high concentration of negative ions can normalize blood
pressure and improve the memory. Wherever there are bodies of moving water, there is always
negative ionization. Waterfalls are an important source of negative ionization. Ocean waves crashing
against rocky cliffs send a spray up into the air filled with negative ions. If you are not near a source of
active water, you can sit on the porch with rain pounding on the roof, or take a walk in a forest or a
lush garden with spray irrigation. Shower in negative ions and let Jesus have your stress.
Grace Church offers a Healing Prayer Service on the second Sunday of each month, with the next
one in the Chapel on Sunday, August 11 at 11:25 a.m. Those who need healing are invited to come
and bask in the healing love of Jesus with the laying on of hands, anointing with oil, and the soothing
music of the harp.

Grace Church Walkers
Join the "Grace Church Walkers" team on Saturday morning, September 7
for Rutland's Walk to End Alzheimer's in Main Street Park. Go to
www.alz.org/walk and enter 05701 in Find Your Walk. Sign up on-line or
see/call Jeannie Stimpfel (802.770.3766).
Page 3 - The Star

Summer Music
Flute Duet - Sunday, August 18 at 10 AM
Two local flautists, Christy Papandrea and Court Gettel, will offer their wonderful talents during
morning worship. The music will include the Three Dances by Mark Schocker.
Ryan Mangan Vocal Recital: Songs of Summer Love - Sunday, August 25 at 4 PM
Local tenor Ryan Mangan will offer a vocal recital in the Grace Church Sanctuary. His recital, titled
Songs of Summer Love, will feature music by Copeland, Schubert and Duparc, as well as traditional Irish
songs.
Summer Choir - Sunday, August 25
Our pick-up summer choir Sundays are open to everyone! We meet at 9 a.m. to rehearse two easy
anthems, and sing at the 10 a.m. worship service.
Looking Ahead to Homecoming Sunday - Sunday, September 8 at 10 AM
Please join the Sanctuary Choir and brass ensemble for morning worship as we celebrate the start of a
new choir season!
Peace Concert - Sunday, September 22 at 4 PM
The Sanctuary Choir will be joined by local choirs to offer a concert promoting peace and friendship
around the globe.

Fall Choir Start Dates
September is just around the corner, when all our choirs begin again. Please add the rehearsal dates to
your calendars, and consider joining our dedicated teams of singers and ringers! Please contact
Alastair (alastair@gracechurchvt.org) with any questions.
September 4:

Children’s Choir at 4 p.m.
SSAA Choir at 6 p.m.
Sanctuary Choir at 7 p.m.

September 8:

Joyful Noise at 11:45 a.m.

September 9:

Handbells at 6:45 p.m.

September 11: Children’s Choir at 4 p.m.
TTBB Choir at 6 p.m.
Sanctuary Choir at 7 p.m.
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Update from the Property Committee …
The Property Committee works year round to monitor and enhance the status of our beautiful
property. Here is what is currently happening:
Fellowship Hall floor - $25,000 reallocated from the 2012 Capital Campaign funds to help pay for a
new hardwood floor in Fellowship Hall, which is desperately needed. We are still around $19,000
short of the total needed for this project, and hope that we can raise the remainder in other ways.
Fellowship Hall fire escape – We are replacing the old metal structure with one made of wood. This
is in the works and will be paid for out of the property budget.
Volunteer help – The Property Committee is always looking for volunteers to help with various
projects that are ongoing in a church as large and old as ours. Examples are painting and outside
weeding and upkeep. Please contact Ken if you can help in any way. He will put your name on a list to
contact when specific projects come up.
Summer help for Ken – Billy Hemenway is working 10 weeks this summer at 15 hours/week to help
Ken out with everyday cleaning and other tasks. This frees Ken up to do the larger, more skilled
projects for which he does not have time during the rest of the year.
Our thanks to Ken for his tireless work and ongoing support to keep our property so well maintained.
Fred Bates, for the Property Committee

Material Aids Sewing Group
In May, the sewing group and their packing crew put together 134 School Bag Kits
and 212 Hygiene Kits. They were sent out to the Church World Service kit program
for distribution to families and communities in need around the world – especially in
the aftermath of disasters. It is now time to start collecting items for next year’s school bags while
stores have school items on special sale. We are asking for donations of these 7 items:
70-count spiral notebooks
Blunt tip scissors (child size)
12-inch rulers with metric

Hand-held pencil sharpeners
Large erasers (pink type)
Crayons—box of 24 only

Wood pencils with erasers

There are collection boxes in the hallway at the West and Center Street doors. Thank you!
On September 17 we will start sewing school bags at our first Sewing Group of the year and hope
to see some new faces. Our goal is to produce 150 school bags this year, topping our 2019 record
of 134. For more information please call Helen Willis (773.2115) or Ardena Ackerman (773.6435).
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ON-GOING WEEKLY
EVENTS

MONDAY

SUNDAY

TUESDAY

SUNDAY
8:30 Chapel Service
9:50 Pre-Service Hymn Sing
10:00 Sanctuary Service
11:15 A Time of Fellowship
MONDAY
8:00 AA
5:30 AA
5:30 Prayer meeting
TUESDAY
12:00 Staff Meeting
5:00 AA Women’s Group
6:00 Bereavement Support
6:30 Wit’s End
7:00 AA
7:00 GA
WEDNESDAY
7:00 Prayer Group
8:00 AA
11:30 Men’s Luncheon
12:00 AA
THURSDAY
12:00 AA
FRIDAY
8:00 AA
AA- Alcoholics Anonymous
GA - Gamblers Anonymous

8.4 Food Shelf Sunday
Communion Sunday
Pre-Service Hymn Sing

8.6

8.5

7:00 Compassionate Frie

8.11
Pre-Service Hymn Sing

8.12

8.13

STAR DEADLINE

11:25 Healing Prayer Service
11:30 Spiritual Growth
Committee

8.18 Equal Exchange Sales
Pre-Service Hymn Sing

8.19

8.20

8.26

8.27

5:30 Spiritual Growth
Asylum Seekers fundraiser
8.25 Summer Choir Sunday
Pre-Service Hymn Sing
9:00 Summer choir rehearsal
4:00 Vocal concert
5:30 Welcome Table Dinner
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WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

8.1

8.2

8.3

8.8

8.9

8.10

6:00 Diaconate potluck at the
Westfall’s

5:30 Root Words Salsa Party

8.14
7:00 Prayer Group
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open
9:30 Prayer Shawl Ministry

8.15

8.16

8.17

8.21
7:00 Prayer Group
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open

8.22

8.23

8.24

8.30

8.31

8.7
7:00 Prayer Group
8:30 Property Committee
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open

ends

6:00 Council

8.28
7:00 Prayer Group
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open

8.29

Camping Weekend
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“Today a reader, tomorrow a leader.” - Margaret Franklin
T he Tower, the Zoo, and the Tortoise by Julia Stuart
Reviewed by Florence Boutwell

“For those who could use a little whimsy and a rousing good yarn, turtle soup is on.”
This zany book will give you a tour of the Tower of London with its menagerie of
exotic animals.
Balthazar Jones, head Beefeater (official guardians of the Tower of London), oversees
the Royal Menagerie. Balthazar collects rain! Hebe Jones is Balthazar’s wife, who works at
London Underground’s Lost Property Office. She unites lost articles with their owners, such as urns
with deceased one’s ashes and 157 pairs of false teeth.
The queen has decided the exotic animals need a home in the Tower, where Jones will take care of
them. Included are Bearded Pigs, fancy Rats, Komodo dragon, Zorilla (cross of Zebra and Gorilla),
Jesus Christ lizards, etc. Supporting characters include Mrs. Cook, the 181 year old tortoise and the
troublesome ghost of Sir Walter Raleigh, a former prisoner of the Tower. All are happily settled in
when the queen decides the animals need to be housed at the London Zoo. “The queen’s very great
fear is that, the longer the menagerie stays open , it will encourage foreign rulers to send her
increasing numbers of animals. Before we know it the Tower will be a veritable Noah’s ark.”
To fill out the plot are other characters with their own agendas: Arthur Catnip, Rev. Septimus Drew,
Samuel Crapper, the Ravenmaster (a philandering Beefeater, who looks after the Tower’s ravens), etc.
Their antics make this an enchanting book, one you would read in a relaxed mood.

Opportunities to share your gifts … through Christian Education!
Over the next weeks, we will be finalizing plans for the new program year. Many volunteers are
needed! If you would consider being involved in one of the following areas, we would love to hear
from you! Kelly Thompson (236.5270/kelser52378@yahoo.com) or Tracy Weatherhogg at (775.4301).
Child Care
If you would be willing to help on a Sunday morning during worship to provide nurture and care for
our youngest visitors to Grace or for special occasions, we would love to hear from you!
Summer Whole Church School Program
We are offering a broadly-graded summer whole church school program for children in preschool and
older. Volunteers are still needed for August.
Whole Church School Program
Teachers are needed! Curriculum is provided and team teaching allows for flexibility in scheduling.
Page 8 - The Star

Fourth Sunday
Welcome Table
Summer Dinner

Brin g y our con tribut ions to G race C hurch’s

Table of A bundance
Sundays during the summer

The Mission and Service Committee continues to
host these monthly meals during the summer and
we need help! Many of our regular helpers are
away during the summer, so please help by making
a donation of food or by helping in the kitchen.

If you are a gardener and would be willing to
share some of the harvest of your garden with
friends at Grace, you are invited to bring
produce or flowers each Sunday morning and
add them to the “Table of Abundance” during
Fellowship Time. The produce will be available
for anyone who would like it; any produce left
will be taken to the Community Cupboard.

Volunteers are needed for August 25: table hosts,
cooks, bakers, servers, and clean-up crew
members. If you can help, please fill out the SOS in
the Sunday bulletin, sign-up during Fellowship Time,
or contact Tracy (775.4301) or Sarah Pulcer (775.
8861/sehenry2001@yahoo.com).

Although there is no charge for
taking the produce, you are
welcome to make a
contribution, which will be
given to The Community
Cupboard.

Sunday, August 25
5:30 p.m.

R emember Food Shelf Sunday, A ugust 4
The summer months are always a challenging time for The Community Cupboard to meet
community needs, and they are seeing a record number of families in need of assistance. In addition
to our first Sunday collection, the Mission and Service Committee invites you to bring in food items
whenever possible this summer. Thank you!

Volunteer Opportunities Continue


Habitat for Humanity of Rutland County … Transforming People’s Lives and Our Community
by Creating Affordable and Decent Housing. Lifting Up One Family at a Time
Habitat volunteers will be needed to help work on their next house at 120 Crescent St. Wednesdays
and Saturdays at 9 a.m. www.rutlandhabitat.com; Rutlandhabitat@gmail.com.



Vermont Farmers Food Center (VFFC)—FARMACY Projects on Wednesdays
VFFC continues with the Farmacy Project this summer. Participants receive free food from local farms
for 12 weeks during the summer plus free cooking classes. Volunteers are needed Wednesdays from
10-noon (all/part of that time). To volunteer, see Tracy (tracy@gracechurchvt.org).



Vermont Foodbank—Mondays, 10 a.m. to noon for food sorting
Gleaning—Thursdays, 9:30 a.m. at Dutchess Farm in Castleton and Saturdays at 1:30 p.m. at the
Farmers Market. Sign up for alerts for other gleaning opportunities through the Vermont Foodbank!
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Spiritual Growth at Grace Church

God Is Still Speaking…T hrough Us - Immigration
August 18th, 5:30 PM
Join us for a great evening in solidarity with our brothers and sisters at the
southern Border.
Potluck dinner starting at 5:30 PM
There will be rafts and card/letter making for the whole family – we are sending what we make as a
support for those being detained at the border. We are partnering with one of the locations that
Marjorie McNeill visited that we learned about when she shared her journey with us. A free-will
offering will be received to send to help house, feed, clothe and care for those being detained at the
border – it would be great to raise a significant gift!
From 7-8 p.m. we will go, as a group, to the City Band Concert – bring a chair or blanket!

On June 23, with bowls of strawberry shortcake in hand, a gathering of Grace
members and friends learned more about asylum seekers and ways to help them.
Below are the shared learning and reflections of the Spiritual Growth Committee:
There are huge differences among the designated groups who arrive at our borders:
Asylum seeker – an individual fleeing from danger in his/her country who is asking
for safe-haven, for which they have to make a credible case. This person has not yet been identified
by the UN as a refugee covered by international law, must ask for asylum on US soil, and is not
allowed to work until 6 months after asylum paperwork has been accepted. The person usually
arrives with very little and is forced to depend upon the charity of others to survive until she/he
can begin to work and find affordable housing.
Refugee – an individual from a group of people determined by the UN to be deserving of the safety
of international refugee law. Often these people are held in camps for months to years before being
allowed to be vetted and admitted into another country. The US has drastically lowered the
number of refugees allowed in the last two years. They are expected to work, and their sponsors
help find them affordable housing and employment.
Migrant worker – an individual who, for the majority, has entered the US without documentation
to work on farms, or other seasonal work. They do jobs that are not taken by American citizens
and often live in unconscionable conditions where they have no recourse for fear of deportation.
Some may have entered with documentation that has since expired or with seasonal work visas
which still don’t offer much protection.
Page 10 - The Star

CASP – the Community Asylum Seekers Program is a non-profit based in Rockingham which has
already welcomed 5 documented families into their community and offered support until they are
granted asylum (hopefully) in Court. The support includes a lawyer for the hearing, placement with a
family for housing, all basic needs met until the person’s income can suffice, medical needs, English
lessons if needed, and a caring support team of volunteers. If you want to contribute, we have some
raffle tickets or you can send a check to CASP, 2128 Brockways Mills Road, Chester, VT 05413.
Steve Crofter and Lauren Green from CASP shared all of this information as well as poignant stories
of what they’ve seen and experienced. One story that stood out for Vermonters was when a very
patriotic farmer stated that he loves this country so much that he couldn’t imagine having to leave
home for the safety of his family. He said that if someone is driven to leave the country they love, we
should be there for them until it is safe for them to go back to their home.

Bible Study
Our weekly Bible Study will not meet in August, and will resume on Wednesday, September 4.
Looking for a good book to read during the lazy days of summer or while away on vacation?

LOOKING AHEAD — Listening for God Book Discussion
Our next Listening for God Book Discussion will take place on
Thursday, September 12 at 5:30 p.m. in the Parlor.
Join us for a potluck and discussion. Bring a dish to share or just come! We will
discuss The Fifteen Wonders of Daniel Green by Erika Boyce. Books are available on
Sunday mornings or through the Church Office for $11. Any questions, contact
(Janice Prindle (345.2924/ jlpen77@gmail.com) or Tracy Weatherhogg (775.4301/
tracy@gracechurchvt.org). All are welcome!
Root Words Project/SAGE/VFFC presents

Local Salsa Block Party
Friday, August 9 – 5:30 p.m.
Join us at Grace Church for dinner and dancing when the Alamor family hosts “Local Salsa Block
Party!” The Alamor family have been sharing their food with the Rutland community for over 20
years as a regular vendor at Rutland’s Ethnic Festival, and this past winter at our Traditions Table
dinner series! This Root Words event will feature fresh ingredients from local farmers made into
traditional Puerto Rican dishes: Arroz con pollo, frijoles & tostones with samplings of various salsas,
pico de gallo and dips, all accompanied by Salsa Music and Dancing! A group Salsa lesson will be
offered to help you get started! Root Words events are supported by your contributions and a
matching grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities.
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Grace Church Memorials
The Sanctuary and
Chapel Flower Memorials
August 4 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Charles Velasquez by the Velasquez and Stager families.
August 11 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Jean Hayward by Ken Hart.
August 18 to the Glory of God.
August 25 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Lucile K. and Edward W. Curtis by their family.
Please note: If you would like to have a flower memorial in
memory of a loved one or for a special celebration, please contact
David Hazen: (483.2337/peren@aol.com).

The Church Spire will be illuminated
August 25 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Charlie E. Jones by his wife Ruth and family.

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ
8 Court Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701
Web site: www.gracechurchvt.org
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August 4, 11, and 18 to the Glory of God.

****If you would like to have the Church Spire lit in
celebration or in the memory of a loved one please contact the
Church Office (775.4301). The cost for this is $20.

Welcome
Jack Pearson Schmigle!
Grandson of Glenn and David
Horgan; son of Robin Pearson
and Eric Schmigle.
Born 7/6, 9:54 pm by Caesarean
8 lbs 7 oz, 21 inches
All’s well! All are tired.

Mark your calendars!
Sunday, Sept. 8—Homecoming Sunday
Worship at 8:30 and 10 a.m.
Special Fellowship Time following worship!

