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J u n e Wo r s h i p a t Gr a c e Ch u r c h
June 2 COMMUNION SUNDAY
John Weatherhogg, preaching
June 9 PENTECOST SUNDAY
Worshippers are encouraged to wear
red, orange and yellow!
Bagels (& more…) and Bible Study
9 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
Join us for food, fellowship, and an
activity for all ages.
Come as we celebrate Pentecost
and the gift of the spirit.
Annual Meeting
immediately following worship
Healing Prayer Service: 11:25 a.m.
SWA Annual Meeting
Registration at 1:30 p.m.
Meeting begins at 2 p.m.

UCC

June 16 SUMMER WORSHIP BEGINS!
Come join us as we celebrate the
beginning of summer with a PreService Hymn Sing at 9:50 a.m.
Fellowship Time will be held outside,
weather permitting.
Third Sunday Potluck Salad Lunch
A salad potluck lunch will take place
outside following worship, weather
Permitting. All are invited to bring a
Salad to share. Bread and beverages
will be provided.
June 23

A “NORMAL” SUNDAY
Tracy Weatherhogg, preaching

June 30

CABARET SUNDAY
Tracy Weatherhogg, preaching

Ge n e r a l S y n o d 3 2
J u n e 2 1 -2 5 , Mi l w a u k e e , WI

The General Synod of the United Church of Christ will be meeting in June, and
John Weatherhogg will be a delegate from the VT Conference. General Synod is the gathering of
delegates from across the nation and world to conduct the business of the denomination. At Synod,
officers are elected, preachers preach, presenters present resolutions and votes are taken. New
relationships are developed and contacts made across the aisles between rows and rows of tables
filled with delegates from all States. It is a very exciting time in the life of the church national and
Church universal! You can learn more at https://www.synod2019.org/en/uccsynod2019. Watch for
more information about live streaming!

A N OT E FR OM THE P A S T OR
On the need for a New Pro Life
movement…
There has been a lot in the news lately on the
matter of abortion, detailing all of the actions being
discussed and taken in legislatures across our
nation, even here in Vermont! It has been a lightning
rod issue that has split families and friends since the
landmark Roe v. Wade decision in 1973 determined
that a woman’s right to privacy is protected by the
14th Amendment and would extend to a pregnant
woman’s right to determine what happens to her
own pregnancy. Understandably, this has rocked the
moral landscape of churches across America and
beyond. The sanctity of life versus the right to
privacy is at the heart of the matter.
As you surely know by now, state legislatures
predominantly in the more conservative South, have
begun passing laws severely restricting abortion,
related to the timing of when an abortion can be
performed. The New York Times wrote last week:
“Alabama’s bill is the first outright ban on abortion;
other measures limited the procedure to earlier in
pregnancy. Georgia, Kentucky, Missouri, Mississippi
and Ohio stopped short of outright bans, instead
passing so-called heartbeat bills that effectively
prohibit abortions after 6 to 8 weeks of pregnancy,
when doctors can usually start detecting a fetal
heartbeat. Utah and Arkansas voted to limit the
procedure to the middle of the second trimester.
Most other states follow the standard set by the
Supreme Court’s Roe decision in 1973, which says
abortion is legal until the fetus reaches viability,
usually at 24 to 28 weeks.” (May 17, 2019)
Abortion is a very difficult matter between two
vitally important issues. I have always maintained
that the moral ground upon which a person’s
abortion views stand represents a failure of a moral
society to teach the sanctity of life to its children, so
if the Church is going to argue against abortion, it
ought to invest itself in educating its own on the
matters of God’s gift of sexuality! That being said, I

also believe, as a matter of a constitutionally
protected social more, that the right to privacy
outweighs the State’s right to interfere in a woman’s
personal decisions with her own body. So, the
bottom line for me has been - let the Right to Life
movement preach to those who would hear and
equip hearers with a theology of Life that teaches
the sanctity for all living things! In other words, let
us preach a love for all of created order, not just
fetal life.
I like Christian activist and writer Shane Claiborne a lot. He pulls no punches in preaching the whole
gospel and is an ardent follower of Jesus. He speaks
to many wealthy congregations with a message
loaded with deep convictions for the poor of the
world. Here’s what he says on abortion: Wouldn’t it
be beautiful to have a pro-life movement that stood
against abortion, but also stood just as passionately
against the death penalty, gun violence, militarism and
war, the degradation of creation, police brutality, and all
other things that destroy life? That would truly be a prolife movement. To be pro-life is not only about protecting
the unborn, but also about supporting folks after they
are born. One of the most important things we can talk
about today is the need for a consistent ethic of life. I
like to say that I am pro-life from the womb to the
tomb. Every human being is made in the image of God,
and any time a life is lost we lose a little glimpse of God
in the world.
Every human being is made in the image of God, so
it’s not okay to seek the death penalty. It’s not okay
to stand quietly while racial violence flares. It’s not
okay to withhold livable wages from working folks.
It’s not okay to maintain foreign policies still based
on a “peace through strength” model of détente. It’s
not okay to maintain a “war on drugs” that mostly
incarcerates young black men for minor offenses
while letting wealthier white men go “scot-free!” It’s
not okay to push back against Black Lives Matter and
not understand the underlying reasons for its
existence, as if American slavery were a thing of the
past! I could go on, but you get my point.
In lining ourselves up to follow in the way of Jesus,
we are faced with all sorts of modern-day moral
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dilemmas, many of which rankle our noses! Jesus was and remains a very difficult religious leader who
pushed back hard against the public leadership of his day. To follow Jesus was risky business in the early
years of the church. It meant losing friends and family over very public moral issues. It also meant the
possible loss of freedoms, even life if you angered Rome enough.
In modern day America, we want to believe that we have hard fought freedoms that protect us in matters
of free speech and protection of our rights to privacy, all gifts from our wise governors. However, public
discussions on many difficult subjects continue to rage and swell and people of faith need to enter the fray
to engage family and friends. We need a new pro-life ethic for all of life, not just the unborn! When and
how we step up to speak is a matter of our passion for the voiceless. This is a common core thread in our
biblical faith and a matter of full life for all in following Jesus!
John

Healing Ministry with the Reverend Robert Boutwell
In the 9th Chapter of Acts of the Apostles we read about a woman by the name of
Tabitha who lived in Joppa. She was a faithful follower of Jesus and she was devoted to
good works and acts of charity. When she became ill they thought she had died so
they summoned the Apostle Peter and took him to Tabitha's room. There the widows
were weeping and showing the clothes that Tabitha had made. Peter sent them all out of the room then
he knelt down beside her bed and prayed that Jesus would heal her. Then he took her by the hand and
told her to get up. When she opened her eyes and sat up, Peter called the saints and widows and showed
them that she was alive.
Grace Church offers the powerful Healing Ministry of Jesus Christ with the Rev . Bob Boutwell. We have a
Healing Prayer Service on the second Sunday of each month in the Chapel at 11:25 a.m. following the
regular worship service. At this service persons who need prayer are invited to come forward to receive
the laying on of hands, healing prayers and the anointing with oil by the pastor and deacons of the church.
This is a sacramental-like ordinance by which people are offered blessings, cleansing of the soul,
forgiveness of sins and healing of physical, mental, spiritual, and relational ailments. At these services we
have been blessed to receive many miracles of healing in answer to our prayers. The next Healing Prayer
Service will be held on June 9 at 11:25 a.m.
When you are ill and are given a prescription from a doctor, you are expected to take your prescription
regularly until you are well and until the medication is all gone. Healing prayer is similar. You should begin
healing prayer as soon as your illness is noticed and should continue receiving healing prayer until the
healing is complete. Find a prayer partner to pray with you regularly. Enlist the church prayer group to
continue praying for you. Engage someone gifted in healing ministry to pray for you. Pray that your
medications and medical procedures will be effective. Give thanks for your physicians and nurses, and pray
that they be given wisdom for treating your condition. Attend a Healing Prayer Retreat, and come to the
Healing Prayer Service at Grace Church every month.
I am in my office at the Church every Wednesday from 9 to 11:30 a.m. for Christian Healing Prayers and
consultations. Stop by! You may contact me at 802.773.3057, or by email at revrbtwl@myfairpoint.net.
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Rutland Area Evening Choir: Evensong at St. Paul’s Cathedral, Burlington

Sunday, June 2 at 5 PM
The Rutland Area Evening Choir will sing Evensong at St Paul’s Cathedral in Burlington. Under the
direction of Cathedral organist Mark Howe, the RAEC will join the Cathedral Choir to offer anthems,
psalms and hymns in the modern beauty of St Paul’s Cathedral, overlooking Lake Champlain.

Pentecost Handbell Concert - June 9 at 4 PM
Tintinnabula will be joined by the Tinmouth handbell choir to offer a concert of seasonal music. Special
guest, Jen Cohen, will join the choirs on steel drums.

Phantom of the Opera Rehearsals

All are welcome to participate in the Grace Church choirs’ medley of Phantom of the Opera. There will
be opportunity to sing, dance, and act (but not necessarily all three). Rehearsals will be in the Grace
Church Choir room on Wednesday evenings from 6:30-9 p.m., Fridays June 21 & 28 from 6:30 - 9 p.m.
and Sundays, June 23 & 30 from 1 - 4 p.m. The show will be on June 30 in the Grace Church Sanctuary.

Grace Church Cabaret - June 30 at 7 PM

Please join the Grace Church Choirs for their season-finale cabaret, which will feature solos and duets,
and culminate in a medley from Phantom of the Opera. We have incredibly talented singers and
instrumentalists in Grace Church, come and support their wonderful offerings! A free-will offering will
be received to support the music ministry at Grace Church.

New Zealand Travelogue and Potluck Dinner - July 3 at 6 PM

Ben Green will share his recent travels through the north and south islands of New Zealand. We will
explore the beautiful landscapes, learn about the local traditions, and even attempt to perform the
Haka, a traditional Maori war dance! Before the presentation, we will enjoy a potluck dinner - please
bring a dish to share. 6 p.m. Potluck dinner/ 6:45 - 8 p.m. Travelogue.

Summer Musical Highlights

June 30: Choir Sunday
July 21: Jazz Duo

July 28: Choir Sunday
August 25: Choir Sunday

Annual Meeting—June 9, immediately following worship
The Program Annual Meeting will take place immediately follow worship.
There will be a vote on the Nominating Committee report. Plan to be with us!
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50th Anniversary Art Opening
for Ann McFarren!
All are invited to the Chaffee Art Center at 16 Main
Street in Rutland on June 21 from 5 to 8 p.m. to
celebrate the 50 year anniversary of the professional
art career of Grace member Ann McFarren. The
opening reception of her solo show at the Chaffee will
be a not-to-be-missed community event. Join your
fellow Grace members to honor and admire Ann’s
work.

Unable to be at
worship on Sunday
mornings?
EXTENDED HOME
COMMUNION is available
anytime for those not able
to be with us in worship that
day. Anyone who would like
to arrange for a Home
Communion visit or who
knows someone who may
like to receive Home
Communion, can contact the
Church Office (775.4301) .
A representative from the
Diaconate will call to
confirm a time.
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Grace Church Youth and Family Ministry
Children’s Ministries Opportunities this Summer and Fall!
There are many ways to help support the ministry to children and their families this summer and fall.
We hope you will consider how you might help with this important ministry of our congregation.
Volunteers are needed to:
 Provide childcare in the Crib and Toddler Room each Sunday
 Lead a Whole Church School Program (materials provided) for a Sunday (or two!) this summer
 Help with this summer’s Intergenerational Vacation Bible School – July 11-13
 Lead our Whole Church School Program in the fall...beginning in September
Contact Kelly Thompson (236.5270/ kelser52379@yahoo.com) or Tracy
(775.4301/tracy@gracechurchvt.org) to learn more or to volunteer.

An Intergenerational Vacation Bible School Opportunity
Harry Potter and the Life of Faith!
Tuesday to Thursday, July 11-13, 5:30-8 p.m.

We will gather each night and begin our time in the Sanctuary then make our way to Fellowship Hall
for dinner, followed by activities and fun … all while exploring themes found in the Harry Potter
stories! Plan to be with us! Registration forms will be available soon in the Office, on literature
tables, and on our website.
VBS needs your help!
If you are interested in helping, we would love to hear from you! Please contact Kelly Thompson
(236.5270/ kelser52379@yahoo.com) or Tracy. We need help with:
• dinners (preparation, serving, and/or clean-up)
• activities

Youth News for June
June 2 & 9 – Normal weeks of food, fun, and fellowship!
June 16 – No Youth Group BUT join with others for a potluck salad lunch!
June 23 - Welcome Table Dinner … servers needed
June 30 – Let’s go hiking! Watch for details.
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Grace Church Youth and Family Ministry
It is not too late!
Summer Camp Opportunities
The Bethany Birches 2019 summer camp brochure and
information is available in the Church Office for those who might be
interested in learning more about summer camp opportunities.
In addition, there is information about the Vermont Conference
Outdoor Ministries’ and the Horton Center’s offerings, which range from Hogwarts on the Mountain
for grades 3-5 to Senior Adventure Camp for high schoolers. Stop by the Church Office or contact
Tracy (775.4301/ tracy@gracechurchvt.org) to learn more.
New this year for all churches is the Southwest Association’s Faith and Nature Camp, Monday Friday, June 24-28 from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. for children ages 7-14 years old. $75 per child. Activities will
include crafts, worship, music, outdoor games, activities, and projects. To learn more, contact Jane at
the Dorset Church (802.867.2260 or dorsetchurch@gmail.com)

Head out to the Ball Game!
As we have in the past, Mission and Service contributed to Turning Point
Recovery Center’s softball team again this year. The schedule is out, and
they welcome spectators! All games are at the Meadow Street park field.
Sunday, June 9 - 6:30 p.m.
Friday, July 5 – 7:30 p.m.

Friday, June 21 - 6:30 p.m.
Friday, July 12 – 7:30 p.m.

Friday, June 28 – 6:30 p.m.

Congratulations Graduates!
Fiona Kelly Geddes, daughter of Jennifer Kelly Geddes and Bill Geddes, and granddaughter of
Bonnie and Randy Kelly, will graduate from The Calhoun School in June. She will attend Lafayette
College in the fall.
Kristen Peacock, daughter of Amy and Bruce Peacock, received a Doctorate in Occupational
Therapy from the Mass General Institute of Health Professions.
Zoe Lynne Zmurko will graduate from Rutland High School on June 13th. She wraps up her high
school career and many activities such as field hockey, alpine skiing, Pico race coaching, lacrosse,
NHS, Key Club, Symphonic Band, New Neighbors club and Joyful Noise singing. Zoe will head to
Union College in Schenectady, NY this fall. She plans to study Computer Engineering.
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ON-GOING WEEKLY
EVENTS

MONDAY

SUNDAY

TUESDAY

SUNDAY
8:30 Chapel Service
9:00 Choir Rehearsal
10:00 Sanctuary Service
11:15 A Time of Fellowship
MONDAY
8:00 AA
5:30 AA
TUESDAY
9:00 Yoga
12:00 Staff Meeting
5:00 AA Women’s Group
6:00 Bereavement Support
6:30 Wit’s End
7:00 AA
7:00 GA
WEDNESDAY
7:00 Prayer Group
8:00 AA
11:30 Men’s Lunch
12:00 AA
7:00 Sanctuary Choir
THURSDAY
12:00 AA
FRIDAY
8:00 AA

AA - Alcoholics Anonymous
GA - Gamblers Anonymous

6.2 Food Shelf Sunday
Communion Sunday
9:30 Parking lot plant sale

5:00 Rutland Area Evening Choir
Service, Burlington
5:00 Youth Group

6.3

6.4

10:00 VT Foodbank

9:00 Yoga

Noon Women’s Small Group
5:30 Music Committee

7:00 Compassionate Fri

6.9 Pentecost

6.10

6.11

9:30 Parking lot plant sale
11:05 Annual Meeting
11:25 Healing Prayer Service

10:00 VT Foodbank

9:00 Yoga
12:00 Staff meeting

2:00 SWA Annual Meeting
4:00 Handbell Concert
5:00 Youth Group

6:00 Discerning our Miss
and Ministry

6.16 Summer Worship begins

6.17

9:50 Pre-service hymn sing
11:30 Potluck Salad Lunch

10:00 VT Foodbank

6.23

6.24

6.25

10:00 VT Foodbank

9:00 Yoga

5:30 Welcome Table Dinner

Youth Group to help with
Welcome Table Dinner

6.30 Summer Pick-Up Choir
Sunday
7:00 Cabaret
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6:30 Spiritual Life Border
event

6.18
9:00 Yoga

iends

sion

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

6.1
11:00 Bill Kelleway memorial
service

6.5
7:00 Prayer Group
8:30 Property Committee
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open
9:30 Bible Study

6.6

6.7

11:00 Millicent Temple
Memorial Service

6:00 Diaconate
4:00 Gus Naismith Memorial
Service

6:00 SSAA Choir
7:00 Sanctuary Choir
6.12
7:00 Prayer Group
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open
9:30 Bible Study
9:30 Prayer Shawl

6.8

6.13

6.14

3:00 Nate Caverly Memorial
Service

6.15
STAR deadline

7:00 Sanctuary Choir

6.19
7:00 Prayer Group
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open
9:30 Bible Study

6.20

6.26
7:00 Prayer Group
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open
9:30 Bible Study

6.27

6.21

6.22

6.28

6.29

5:30 Listening for God Book
Discussion & Potluck

6:00 Church Council
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“Today a reader, tomorrow a leader.” - Margaret Franklin

Book Reviews by Florence Boutwell
Listening for the Heartbeat of God, a Celtic Spirituality
by J. Philip Newell
Have you ever heard of Pelagius? Or the arrival of Christianity in
Scotland at the beginning of the third century? Well, neither had I!
Pelagius is described as a big, enthusiastic man, over-confident in his own
strength - even his hair style elicits criticism. Pelagius saw God as present
in all that has life. The first chapter of the book, “Listening for the
Goodness”, sets the stage for Pelagius’ life and the advent of Christianity.
This little book takes us from Pelagius (year 209) through the Scottish
Highland Clearances (1700 to mid-l800).
We learn about Listening within Creation (Eriugena), Listening for God
in All Things (Carmine Gadelica), and Listening with Imagination (George MacDonald). The words
passed down to us: “Christ above us, Christ within us, Christ beside us, Christ with us. Invisible we
see you as Christ above us” are familiar to us all.
Listening for the Heartbeat of God presents a spirituality for today, modeled on the vital characteristics
of Celtic spirituality through the centuries. ”This book traces the lines of Celtic spirituality from the
British church in the fourth century through to the twentieth century founder of the Iona
Community, George MacLeod.”

Listening for God Book Discussion
Thursday, June 20 at 5:30 p.m

Our next Listening for God Book Discussion will take place on Thursday, June
20 at 5:30 p.m. in the Parlor. Join us for a potluck dinner and discussion.
Bring a dish to share if you are able. We will be discussing Eleanor Oliphant is
Completely Fine: A Novel by Gail Honeyman. Books are available through the
Church Office and on Sunday mornings for $10. Any questions, contact
Janice Prindle (345.2924/ jlpen77@gmail.com) or Tracy Weatherhogg
(775.4301/ tracy@gracechurchvt.org). All are welcome!
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Spiritual Growth Opportunities
We asked; YOU answered; we listened!
Thanks to all of you who responded to the Life Long Learning
survey. Over the summer and next fall the Spiritual Growth
Committee, with partner groups at Grace, will be offering the following:
Border ministry – With over 40 people in attendance for the Rev. Marjorie
MacNeill’s reflection and Q&A about her work at the US/Mexican border,
the momentum is building for more learning and action opportunities.
Mark your calendar for a Strawberry Shortcake event on Monday, June 24
at 6:30 p.m. Steve Crofter, director of the Community Asylum Seekers
Project in Rockingham (CASPVT), will speak to us about his non-profit’s work to find
sponsors for legal asylum seekers who don’t have family in the US. There will be a free-will
offering for CASPVT.
Travelogues! Mark your calendars now for July 3, the first in
our travelogue series (coordinated by Alastair and
members of the music program). Our focus will be New
Zealand. Enjoy a potluck meal together at 6 p.m., see Ben
Green’s pics, and participate in a Haka! The program will
be from 6:45 – 8 p.m.
There are several popular opportunities that are looking for coordinators to facilitate planning
and implementation (with help from Spiritual Growth and possibly other groups in the
church family). Call Ellen at 438.0010 or the church office at 775.4301 to talk about being a
coordinator: Bus trips (special events in other cities, museums, rallies, concerts, plays…);
Groups to attend local events together (more fun with more friends); Meditation
For the fall, the SG Committee is exploring some ecumenical events, including the idea of visiting
other houses of worship. Included in the vision is working with other faith communities to
find common ground and to celebrate differences.
Starting June 30 we are planning to join a UCC-wide book study of Evicted, an exploration of
poverty, racism, and marginalization. We are reaching out to other faith communities and
the NAACP to join us in the potluck luncheon and discussion scheduled for July 28.
Learning and growing are flip sides of the coin of life – JOIN US!

Summer Worship Begins June 16!
Come join us as we celebrate the beginning of summer with a Pre-Service Hymn Sing beginning at
9:50 a.m. In addition, Fellowship Time will be held outside, weather permitting!
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Grace Church in the Wider Community

TO BE RECEIVED ON SUNDAY, JUNE 9
The Strengthen the Church offering supports the expansion of ministry and growth of UCC local
congregations. It helps the UCC fulfill its commitment to creating a just world for all by investing in new
ministries and practices that meet the emerging needs of local communities. As God calls our
congregations to be the church in new ways, your generosity will plant new churches, awaken new ideas
in existing churches and develop the spiritual life in our youth and young adults.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED at the VERMONT FOODBANK in RUTLAND
Mondays from 10 a.m. to noon
Come help us sort and pack food for Vermonters struggling with hunger from 9
AM—noon. Anyone 14 years old or older is welcome to join us! You will play a
key part in getting donated food ready to distribute to food shelves and meal
sites throughout the state and to our neighbors who need it most. Contact
Tracy (775.4301/tracy@gracechurchvt.org) to learn more or to sign-up to help.

GLEANING OPPORTUNITIES
Saturdays at the Farmer’s Market 1:30-2:30 p.m.
Volunteers are needed each Saturday to help collect extra produce from local farmers. The produce is
then boxed and distributed to local agencies and organizations. It is a simple way to help to alleviate
hunger and waste in our community. See Tracy if you are interested or to sign-up!
Be a part of the Glean Team!
The Glean Team captures surplus produce for donation to community organizations in the Rutland
region. Community-driven and coordinated by the Vermont Foodbank, the program helps
make healthy, local produce accessible to any who need it. Throughout the growing season,
there will be opportunities to help with gleaning, gathering of produce from local farms, to be
donated to local agencies. See Tracy for more information or to sign-up!
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Grace Church in the Wider Community

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY NEWS
On Saturday, May 4 the most recent Habitat House was dedicated. The house is
located at 27 Griswold Avenue in Rutland and is now home to Danielle, Scott,
and Autumn Beckett. Many thanks to Grace Church members and friends John
Gould, Don Richardson, and Karl Ross for their work on the home. In addition,
Mission and Service has allocated financial support for the work of Habitat in our
community.
Habitat is in the process of finding a family for the next house to be built on a property on
Crescent Street. Watch for more information about how to be involved when building begins!

RUMMAGE SALE THANK YOU!
Many thanks to all who helped with or donated to the Spring 2019 Rummage Sale. It could not
happen without you. The net proceeds were over $2,600, which will benefit Women’s Ministries
Mission programs.

4th Sunday Welcome Table Dinner
Sunday, June 23, 5:30 p.m.
The Welcome Table Dinner is a free meal offered the 4th Sunday of each
month here at Grace Church thanks to the help of many volunteers.
Volunteers are needed each month to:



help serve
help with clean-up





help to prepare food
be a table host
prepare a dessert

Contact Tracey Marsh (773.7537/traceymvt@comcast.net) to volunteer!

Food Shelf Sunday … First Sunday of the Month, June 2
The summer months are a challenging time for The Community Cupboard and that is especially
true this summer with a record number of families in need of assistance. In addition to our first
Sunday collection, the Mission and Service Committee invites you to bring in food items whenever
possible this summer. Thanks for your support of this important ministry within our community!
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News from the UCC
June 6th Webinar on Climate Justice
The UCC's Council for Climate Justice is sponsoring a webinar in which lead authors and advocates
for five environmentally-related resolutions will present on their respective resolutions. The webinar
is for anyone in the UCC regardless of whether or not you are attending General Synod. It is
important for members throughout the life of our denomination to be engaged in the process of
considering vital matters of faith.
The five resolutions pertain to the Green New Deal, forced migration, carbon dividend legislation,
nuclear war prevention, and the use of styrofoam. The webinar is on June 6th at 2 p.m. but a
recording will be sent out to all who register. Register today! http://bit.ly/GeneralSynodResolutions.

June 13th Webinar on Creation Justice
This month's Creation Justice Webinar features Nick Estes who recently published the acclaimed
book on Standing Rock and the long tradition of indigenous resistance. Naomi Klein has praised the
book for its transformative stories from the front lines while observing, "Embedded in the centurieslong struggle for Indigenous liberation resides our best hope for a safe and just future for everyone
on this planet." In this webinar, Estes will provide critical historical knowledge and perspective for
people of faith and conscience seeking environmental justice. The webinar will be held on June
13th at 1 p.m. Sign-up even if you can’t make it. All who register will be sent a link to a recording of
the webinar. Register now! http://bit.ly/Indigenous_Resistance.

News from the Southwest Association within the Vermont Conference
The Annual Meeting of the Southwest Association will take place here at Grace Church on Sunday,
June 9. Registration begins at 1:30 p.m., with the meeting beginning at 2 p.m. All conference ministers,
delegates, and any other interested parties are welcome and encouraged to attend to hear reports
from the officers and committees of the association, participate in worship, and attend breakout
sessions. Following the meeting, all are encouraged to stay to attend the Handbell Concert at 4 p.m.
The Witness and Mission Committee of the SWA invites congregations to join in a local mission
week this summer. From July 22-26, congregations are encouraged to:



Plan a hands-on mission opportunity within your local community
Join with other congregations to work jointly on a project

Contact Jane LoBrutto to learn more: 802.867.2260 or jane@dorsetchurch.org.
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Discerning our Mission and Ministry
Tu e sda y , Ju n e 1 1 a t 6 P M in th e P a r lo r
A meeting was held in May with the Rev. Paul Sangree,
VT Conference Associate Conference Minister. At that
meeting, participants were able to talk about their
thoughts, feelings, and ideas about where we are as a
congregation. Paul is able to be with us again to talk
about developing a process of discernment as we go
forward in mission and ministry at Grace Church. The
meeting is open to anyone who would like to attend.
A Tumbleweed by Diane Fleur
Diane is a member of the Grace Sanctuary Choir, and also volunteers in the office Reception Center
every other week. She gave the following to John, and we offer it to you here:
What is a tumbleweed –
A tumbleweed comes in all shapes –
Short, slim, tiny, tall, kind, jolly, happy,
Stubborn – maybe some sad.
At times assertive! Calm, quiet, steadfast.
Has direction – goals – growing!
Tumbleweeds love God, family, friends.
Our minds keep going –
We have dreams, sometime achieving them.
Always with God’s help we do.
Always at the time of his will,
Always knowing our God is with us –
A fantasy to keep going!
His hands are always there to reach; his heart is in ours;
His love protects us.
Without my God and savior, I would be lost
He leads me by his gentle hand.
Tumbleweeds.
We may be – we are his children.
Chosen, loved, guided – he loves us all.
Flower.
We are in the palm of his hands.
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Grace Church Memorials
The Sanctuary and
Chapel Flower Memorials
June 2 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Lee and Betty Benger by Donna and Debbie
June 9 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Dorothy Potter and Betty Dexter by Peg Johnson
June 16 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Donald
and Dorcas Parker, and Arthur and Harriet Potter by
Bob and Bette Parker
June 23 to the Glory of God

(If you would like a flower memorial for any occasion,
please contact David Hazen: 483.2337/peren@aol.com).

The Church Spire will be illuminated
June 2 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Barry Smith by Richard Weeks
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June 30 to the Glory of God and in celebration of the
glorious music of Grace Church

June 9 and June 16 to the Glory of God
June 24 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Alex, Barbara and Philip Nash by their family
June 30 to the Glory of God
****To have the Church Spire lit for a loved one, please
contact the Church Office (775.4301). The cost is $20.

Summer Church Office Hours
(Memorial Day through Labor Day)

Monday through Thursday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Needed: A Kneeling Scooter
A member of our congregation will need a kneeling
scooter by the end of the summer. Do you have one to
lend? If so, please contact the Office at 775.4301. Thanks.
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