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February Worship
Sunday, February 2
Communion Sunday; Souper Bowl Sunday
Holly Noble, preaching
Bring your Souper Bowl offering donations
and food items for the Community Cupboard!

Sunday, February 9
Boy Scout Sunday

Sunday , February 16

Michelle Fountain, preaching
Equal Exchange Sales after worship

Sunday , February 23
Folk Sunday
with John Kirk and Trish Miller

Annual Financial Meeting after the 10 AM service

5:30 PM - Welcome Table Dinner

Annual Financial Meeting to Vote on the 2020 Budget
Sunday, February 9, 2020 after worship

From the Finance Committee of the Church Council:
We look forward to presenting a balanced, sustainable budget to the congregation
at the annual meeting. Please attend to hear a report on the 2019 fiscal year and
to discuss important matters for 2020 and beyond.
Thank you to all who continue to pledge to make this work possible.

EXTENDED HOME COMMUNION
is planned for February 2 for those not able to be with us in worship
that day. Anyone who would like to arrange for a Home Communion
visit or who knows someone who may like to receive Home
Communion, may contact the Church Office (775.4301) before January
30. A representative from the Diaconate will call to confirm a time.

Healing Ministry

By Rev. Bob Boutwell

Healing Prayer is one of the most important ministries of the church, and is
considered to be a sacrament like baptism, communion and ordination in some
churches. It is one of the ways that God blesses, cleanses, heals and forgives us.
The pastor and deacons of Grace Church offer Healing Prayers for those who need healing, to
receive the healing love of Jesus with laying on of hands, the cleansing and healing of prayer, and the
anointing with oil. You may ask Jesus for repair of physical damage, genetic and inherited disorders,
healing for illness, emotional, psychological disorders, or inner healing of hurtful memories. You may
ask Jesus to extend healing to your family members and others about whom you are concerned.
Healing Prayer is not just the ministry of ordained ministers and deacons. Some church members feel
called and gifted by the Holy Spirit to pray for others. Every member who believes in the healing
power of God, of Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit may offer healing prayers with permission from the
person for whom the prayer is being offered. The following procedure may be used: (First obtain
permission to lay hands on person receiving prayer, then lay hands on their head, shoulders, etc.)
“We call you, Jesus to be with us. We ask you to drive out any evil spirits present and forbid them
from interfering with our prayers. Forgive all our sins and cleanse our hearts of all evil. Send your
Holy Spirit to fill (name) with your healing power and love, search for anything that is wrong, and heal
any illness, brokenness, and pain. Jesus, we pray for (particular need or concern). May whatever
healing you have begun in (name) continue until (he/she) is perfectly whole. Fill (him/her) with love,
peace and joy. Guard and protect (name) from all evil, preserve all of (his/her) goodness and bring
(Him/her) at last to everlasting life. Amen!”
Every Wednesday morning at 7 a.m. the prayer group meets in the Sanctuary for intercessory prayer.
To be added to the prayer list, fill out the page in the attendance register in your pew and place it in
the offering plate, or call the church office. The Rev. Bob Boutwell is in his church office Wednesdays
from 9-11:30 a.m. and is available for healing prayers and consultations. You may contact him by
phone at 802-773-3057. or by email revrbtwl@myfairpoint.net.

FAST – Friends of Asylum Seekers Team
What has 6 faith communities, two community groups, and 45 individuals signed
up, as well as a year of soul-searching and spiritual growth in discernment? FAST!
A quick update—we are in the process of putting together a Board of Directors and officers of a
soon-to-be corporation with 501(c)(3) status. We are still in the organizational stage, but soon we
will be coming to you and all of Rutland for community-wide involvement. For more information or
to get on the mailing list so you stay in the loop, call Ellen Green at 438.0010 or email eepgreen@
hotmail.com. Check the church calendar for meetings (although if you’re on the list, you’ll know!)
Here’s a great article to read from Sojourner’s Magazine about hosting Asylum Seekers (thanks to
Beverly Anderson): https://sojo.net/magazine/january-2020/giving-stranger-your-house-key.
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Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord.

Shetland Night - February 22 at 5:30 PM
Please join us at 5:30 for a baked potato dinner
followed by a short presentation of pictures and
stories from Shetland. Shetland is the UK’s most
remote inhabited group of islands, located 200 miles
off the North East of Scotland in the stormy North
Atlantic, and is famous for its bird watching,
knitting, and rich history of ship wrecks.
Following dinner and pictures, John Kirk and Trish
Miller will lead us in traditional Scottish dancing.

Folk Sunday—February 23 at 10 AM
We are honored to have John Kirk and Trish Miller
performing at our Shetland Night. They will also be
offering their wonderful talents at 10 AM morning
worship on February 23. John and Trish will
accompany the Sanctuary Choir in well-known Irish
and Scottish songs, and offer traditional tunes for
the prelude and postlude.

Benefit Concert - March 1 at 4 PM
(See poster on page 4)
The choirs of Grace Church, as well as singers and
instrumentalists from the region, offer an afternoon
of music to raise money for a local charity. Included in the concert will be a special performance of
Frostiana by Randall Thompson. Help us add to over $10,000 already raised for local charities by the
Grace Music Department and Friends!

Rutland Area Chorus Spring Concert - Carmina Burana by Carl Orff
We are excited to announce the Rutland Area Spring Concerts to be held at Castleton University
May 2 and Grace Church May 3. Rehearsals will begin for Carmina Burana on March 15 in Fellowship
Hall here at Grace. Scores are available from the Office (775.4301) for anyone to review before the
first rehearsal. Registration fee to sing in the concert is $10. Rehearsals, all 2-4:30 p.m., are March 15,
22, and 29; April 5, 19 and 26. Two rehearsals may be missed if necessary. The mandatory dress
rehearsal is May 1, 6-9 p.m.
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Grace Church in the Wider Community
Grace Volunteering Opportunities in our Community
Mondays at the Vermont Food Bank—10 a.m. to 12 noon
Come join others from Grace in preparing backpack food bags to go home with
children over the weekend.
Wednesdays and Saturdays – Habitat for Humanity
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. … come for all or part of that time!
Volunteers with all skill levels welcome for work at 120 Crescent St.

4th Sunday
Welcome Table Dinner
Sunday, February 23, 5:30 PM
The Welcome Table Dinner is a free meal
offered the 4th Sunday of each month
here at Grace Church thanks to the help
of many volunteers. Volunteers are
needed each month to:
- Help serve
- Help prepare food
- Help clean up - Donate food
- Be a table host - Coordinate meals
To volunteer or to learn
about coordinating a 4th
Sunday Dinner, contact
Wendy Daley (438.2914/
wdaley@mac.com).

Please remember to bring
your food donations for the
Community Cupboard on
Sunday, February 2 ...
Food Shelf Sunday!
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Grace Church Youth and Family Ministry.

Youth News!

Souper Bowl Sunday
Sunday, February 2

Sunday, February 2—
Souper Bowl collection after
10 AM worship.
Sunday, February 9—Regular meeting, 5 PM
Sunday, February 16—No meeting
Sunday, February 23—5 PM. Welcome Table
Dinner servers needed.

Youth from Grace Church will be joining youth
from around the country in the Souper Bowl of
Caring! As worshippers leave worship that day,
youth will be stationed at the doors with soup
pots ready to receive a special
offering that will go to The
Community Cupboard.

Boy Scout and Scouting Sunday
Sunday, February 9
We will again welcome members of the Boy Scout Troops 105 and 112 to participate
in worship! Members of Grace Church’s Boy Scout Troop will be greeting, ushering,
and offering a Minute for Mission.
NOTE: All those involved in scouting are invited to participate. If you are a boy scout, cub scout, or
a girl scout, wear your uniform and plan to be with us!

Grace Preschool News
Grace Preschool is holding a dining fundraiser ... on February 27 from
4:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the Applebee’s in Rutland! Applebee’s will donate
15% of your check to us, when you present a flyer to your server. Flyers
will be available at the Church Office or at the Director’s office in the
preschool. We thank you in advance for your continued support.
Grace Preschool Registration! Do you know any families with children aged 3-5
who are looking for preschool? Grace Preschool is now open for new
enrollment! Our program runs Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00
p.m. If you know anyone who might be interested, please have them call Lauren
Davis at 802.775.4301 or email gracepreschoolvermont@gmail.com to schedule a
tour.
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ON-GOING WEEKLY
EVENTS

MONDAY

SUNDAY

TUESDAY

SUNDAY
8:30 Chapel Service
9:00 Choir Rehearsal
10:00 Sanctuary Service
11:15 A Time of Fellowship
11:45 Joyful Noise
Choir Rehearsal
MONDAY
8:00 AA
5:30 AA
6:45 Tintinnabula
7:00 Boy Scouts
TUESDAY
9:00 Yoga
12:00 Staff Meeting
5:00 Women’s AA
6:00 Bereavement Support
7:00 AA
7:00 GA
WEDNESDAY
7:00 Prayer Group
8:00 AA
11:30 Men’s Luncheon
12:00 AA
4:00 Children’s Choir
7:00 Sanctuary Choir
THURSDAY
12:00 AA

2.2

Communion Sunday
Food Shelf Sunday
Souper Bowl Sunday

2.3

2.4

9:30 Women's Small Group

9:00 Yoga

5:30 Music Committee

2.9 Boy Scout Sunday
Annual Finance Meeting
Candy & Bake Sale
Soup Sale

2.10

7:00 Compassionate Friends

2.11
9:00 Yoga

Whole Church School Program
11:05 Annual Finance Meeting
5:00 Youth Group
2.16 Equal Exchange Sales

FRIDAY
8:00 AA

2.17
CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

2.18

2.24

2.25

9:00 Yoga
9:00 Sewing Group

SATURDAY
AA- Alcoholics Anonymous
GA - Gamblers Anonymous
GPS - Grace Preschool
2.23 Folk Sunday
Whole Church School Program
5:00 Youth Group
5:30 Welcome Table Dinner
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9:00 Yoga

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

2.1

2.5
7:00 Prayer Group
8:30 Property Committee
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open
9:30 Bible Study

2.6

4:00 Children's Choir
6:00 TTBB Choir
7:00 Sanctuary Choir

6:00 Diaconate sub-committees
6:30 Diaconate

2.12
7:00 Prayer Group
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open
9:30 Bible Study
9:30 Prayer Shawl Ministry

2.13

2.7

2.8

2.14

2.15

2.21

2.22

STAR DEADLINE

4:00 Children's Choir
6:00 SSAA Choir
7:00 Sanctuary Choir
2.19
7:00 Prayer Group
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open
9:30 Bible Study

2.20

6:00 TTBB Choir
7:00 Sanctuary Choir

2.26
7:00 Prayer Group
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open
9:30 Bible Study
11:45 Let’s Do Lunch, Roots
4:00 Children's Choir
6:00 SSAA Choir
7:00 Sanctuary Choir

5:30 Shetland Night and Potluck
Dinner

2.27

2.28

4:00—9:00 Applebee’s Grace
Preschool Dining Fundraiser
6:00 Church Council
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2.29
8:30 Lenten Breakfast / Service
of Prayer and Reflection

Personnel Spotlight 2020
The Personnel Committee wants you to take a moment to get to know the folks who are working daily
here at Grace Church to keep the wheels in motion! This month we shine the spotlight on Kit
Wallace, our Church Administrator, and Beth Wolven, our Financial Secretary!
Five fast questions that will help you learn a little more about those who keep Grace moving and shaking
on an everyday basis!
Kit Wallace
Q1: When did you start working at Grace?
A: November, 2015. I left a highly stressful gig as business manager at the Dorset
Theatre Festival and was looking for a calmer, more mission-oriented organization.
Q2: What is your favorite location in our entire building or property?
A: The Sanctuary during Advent. I watch with awe each year as a posse of volunteers
transforms an already majestic space into a magical one.
Q3: Who is on your ‘home team’ – include all humans and fur babies?
A: My children Michael and Erika, my family (all 19 of whom—my immediate family—come to my family
home in Dorset for a week at Christmas and July 4th), and my friends near and far.
Q4: What’s the best part about working at Grace?
A: Getting to know a whole new group of dedicated, caring individuals who devote their hearts and
souls to this place. I could not do my job without my special volunteers and the supremely helpful staff.
Q5: What is your hope for the New Year?
A: 2019 was a highly emotional year of family highs and lows, so I look forward to peace and normalcy!
Beth Wolven
Q1: When did you first start attending Grace? When did you start working at Grace?
A: When I was 10 years old, singing in the choir! I was confirmed at 15, so that
makes me a member of Grace for almost 43 years! I started working here just
before Kit, in September 2015.
Q2: What do you think is the best spot/favorite location in our entire building or property?
A: THE SANCTUARY!!! My favorite location within that is the Tower
Room, especially to sing in with a group of people.
Q3: Who is on your ‘home team’ – include all humans and fur babies?
A: My partner Leah, my daughter Caitlin, and our furry son Mac!
Q4: What’s the best part about working at Grace?
A: The people – I have the best job in the world.
Q5: What is your hope for the New Year?
A: No more broken bones… and finally getting to Paris.
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News from the Property Committee …
Things the Property Committee
has been working on the past few months:
Stop the Bleed – A Stop the Bleed kit has been purchased. This
was paid for with monetary donations from parishioners.
We have purchased two new couches to replace the
deteriorated couches in the Lounge, across from the Youth
Center.
An outdoor floodlight has been installed by Green Mountain
Power on the north side of the West Street parking lot.
Efficiency Vermont did a walk-through of the entire building to
help us target areas where we can save money on energy.
The Fellowship Hall floor remains a work in progress awaiting
additional funds.
There have been some mechanical problems with our oil
burners, and one of our 4 boilers is out of commission. We are
planning on replacing that this winter. The two oil burners under
the sanctuary are 23 years old. These will need to be replaced as
funds become available.
Fred Bates, Chair

Women’s Ministries
Breakfast and Service for Prayer and Reflection
Saturday, February 29 , 8:30-10 AM
Join us as we gather in the Parlor for a time of fellowship and an opportunity for
silence, prayer, and preparation as we begin the season of Lent. Join us for
breakfast at 8:30 a.m. and the service to follow!
The Rev. Linda Kulas will lead us in this service.
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Women at Grace Church
Women’s Small Group

Let’s Do Lunch!

February 3
9:30-11:00 AM

Wednesday, Feb. 26
11:45 AM at Roots

This group meets in the Parlor for fellowship,
conversation, and discussion of the many ways
our faith intersects with our lives, particularly
how our faith impacts the spiritual lives of our
families. To learn more, contact Sue Best
(775.5079/dsjbest@comcast.net).

Plan now to join us on Wednesday, February 26 at
11:45 a.m. at Roots, for an informal gathering and
time of fellowship. Please call the Church Office
by Tuesday, February 25 so a reservation may be
made. All women and friends of Grace Church
are welcome to join us!

Women’s Ministries Candy and Bake Sale …
and Soup Sale Too!
Sunday, February 9 in Fellowship Hall after worship
Again this year, there will be an opportunity to purchase homemade candy,
goodies and soup for those you love in Fellowship Hall following worship on
February 9. Proceeds will benefit the Student Incentive Fund.
Volunteers are needed to contribute candy, jams, jellies, sweets and soup. If you can bring something,
contact JoAnn Richardson (772.7946/Dinagrammiejo@aol.com) or Helen Willis (773.2115). Thanks!

Seeking Knitters!

Join the Sewing Group!

We would love to have you
join us in the Parlor on
Wednesday, February 12
(and the 2nd Wednesday of each month) for an
hour to knit and crochet Prayer Shawls. A
Prayer Shawl is a gift to someone, to “wrap”
them in prayers and bring them comfort, love
and strength. We have yarn, needles and
patterns or bring your own. Want to learn …
come, and we will teach you!
To learn more call Marty Barclay at 775.1076.

The Women’s Sewing Group still
needs help sewing Church
World Service book bags. We
are always looking for new
members! We meet monthly from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. on the 3rd Tuesday through April. Our next
meeting is Tuesday, February 18.
Please call Ardena Ackerman (773.6435) or
Helen Willis (773.2115) if you have questions or
would like to learn more.
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From the Church Council

The Church Council is working on ways to communicate information from their meetings to the congregation.
Each month a summary of Council meetings will appear in the Star. Because it takes a month to approve the
prior month’s minutes, these will be a month or two behind!

December 19, 2019 Church Council Meeting (next meeting January 23)
Greg Ellis, Council Chair, opened the meeting at 6:00 with the lighting of the Christ candle. Minutes
of the November meeting were approved.
Matt presented the Treasurer’s report: current spending is -$32,205. This is a smaller deficit than
expected: -$37,801. Matt reviewed the draft budget for 2020. Pledges are about $17,000 lower than
budgeted expenses. This includes only a draw from special purpose legacy funds, no general draw. An
informational meeting about the budget for church members will be held January 5 after church.
Lindsay presented the Stewardship report: thank you to Mary Ashcroft and Greg Ellis for making
stewardship calls. 134 pledges have been received for a total of $271,149. Of the 134 pledges, 60
have been increased from last year; 19 have been decreased, with the rest remaining the same. The
average pledge is $265 higher than last year.
David reported from the Interim Search Committee that one interview is planned for December 20;
one additional application has been received; one previous interview has been conducted.
Bob reported that second Sunday Healing Services will be discontinued for the next few months. Bob
will still be available one-to-one and will participate in worship and Wednesday prayer group.
Alastair outlined the music calendar: the December 6 concert with Castleton University singers and
Sherrill Blodget went well; there will be another concert with CU in the spring; Messiah concerts
also went well; an article about music at Grace Church appeared in the Mountain Times in which
Alastair expressed thoughts about music and how it brings people into the church whether or not
they are church goers; January music will include a Bell Concert and Jazz Sunday.
A light has been added to the West Street parking lot on a pole near the entrance.
Ellen talked about FAST - Friends of Asylum Seekers. The group is seeking non-profit status before
trying to bring families to Rutland.
Members of the Church Council: Greg Ellis, Chair; Mary Ashcroft, Fred Bates, Bob Boutwell, Diane Chartrand,
Lindsey Coutermarsh, Winnie Denis, Matt Getty, Ellen Green, David Hazen, David Hoffenberg, Randy Kelly,
Barbara Kirk, Tegan Kirk-Elkin, Tracey Marsh, Ken Nelson, Alastair Stout, Kelly Thompson, Laura Zmurko
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Grace Church Memorials
Sanctuary and Chapel
Flower Memorials
February 2 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
John H. Hazen, Jr. by his family, David and Carolyn Hazen.
February 9 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Lucile Curtis by her family.
February 16 and 23 to the Glory of God .
(Please note: If you would like to have a flower memorial in
memory of a loved one or for a special celebration, please contact
David Hazen: 483.2337/peren@aol.com).

The Church Spire will be illuminated
February 9 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Walter S. Reuling by Marjorie Reuling.
February 16 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Ruth and Ira Glover and
Robert Walker Glover by Ruth Jones.
Grace Congregational United Church of Christ
8 Court Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701
Web site: www.gracechurchvt.org
e-mail: graceucc@gracechurchvt.org
Tel. (802)775-4301 Fax. (802)747-3288
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February 2 to the Glory of God.

February 23 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Natalie McLeod by her children,
Sharon, Sandy, Dianne and families.
****If you would like to have the Church Spire lit in
celebration or in the memory of a loved one please contact the
Church Office (775.4301). The cost for this is $20.

Please use the envelope included in this month’s
STAR to contribute $5.00 toward the annual cost of
your subscription. Thank you!

Monday, February 17
Church Office Closed
in honor of
Presidents Day

