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Lenten Services
March 1

First Sunday of Lent
Jane LoBrutto, preaching

April 5 Palm Sunday
Rev. Holly Ross Noble, preaching

March 8

Second Sunday of Lent
William Ladd, preaching

April 9 Maundy Thursday Service
7 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Join us for this moving service of shadows as we
move from the light into the darkness with the
story of the passion of Jesus through communion,
scripture and anthems.

March 15 Third Sunday of Lent
Bev Anderson, preaching
March 22 Fourth Sunday of Lent
Rev. Jordan (Skip) Dickenson,
preaching
March 29 Fifth Sunday of Lent
Rev. Christine Tata, preaching

April 10 Good Friday Reflections
7 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Good Friday Reflections, April 10, 7 PM
In the early 1st century Christian church, every Friday was a special
day of prayer and fasting. Not until the 4th century did the Friday
before Easter become a special observance originally called ‘Great
Friday’ or ‘Holy Friday’. But why would this sad day on which Jesus
was crucified ever be called ‘Good Friday’?
In the early church, the Friday before Easter was referred to as ‘God’s Friday’, and over the years,
‘God’s’ was replaced with ‘Good’. But to this day, many Christians do find a transcendent good in
the awful realities of Jesus’ crucifixion. His sacrifice on the cross highlights humanity’s inhumanity to
each other. The horror of the crucifixion, in grim juxtaposition to Jesus’ innocence and martyrdom,
only serves to magnify that inhumanity. This year, we will explore the dramatic themes of Good
Friday through poetry and reflection in the candle-lit beauty of Grace Church Sanctuary. Our hope
is that the collective conscience of the human race is inspired to never repeat the cruelty, but
increase in justice and love. Thus we are redeemed.

It is good to praise the LORD and make music to your name, O Most High.

Benefit Concert — March 1 at 4 PM
The choirs of Grace Church, as well as singers and
instrumentalists from the region, offer an afternoon of
music to raise money for a local charity. Included in the
concert will be a special performance of Frostiana by
Randall Thompson. Help us add to over $10,000
already raised for local charities by the Grace Music
Department and Friends!

Joyful Noise Showcase of Talent
March 8 at 6 PM
Our youth choir, Joyful Noise, will offer a medley of choruses and
solos from Aladdin. The singers will be accompanied by a band of
local musicians, and also be joined by choirs from local schools.
Please come and support our talented youth, who will be raising
money for the HEAL foundation. Refreshments will be available to
purchase before and during the performance.

Rutland Area Chorus Spring Concert - Carmina Burana by Carl Orff
Rehearsals begin March 15
We are excited to announce the Rutland Area Chorus Spring Concerts to be held at Castleton
University on May 2 and Grace Church on May 3. Rehearsals will begin for Carmina Burana by Carl
Orff on March 15 in Fellowship Hall. Elevator access is available. Scores are available for anyone to
review before the first rehearsal. Please call the Church Office at 775.4301. Registration fee to sing in
the concert is $10. Rehearsals, all 2:00-4:30 p.m. are March 15, 22, and 29; April 5, 19 and 26. Two
rehearsals may be missed if necessary. The mandatory dress rehearsal is May 1, 6-9 p.m.

Travelogue and Potluck Dinner—Thursday, March 19 at 6 PM
Please join the Spiritual Growth and Music Ministries for a Travelogue on March 19th at 6 p.m.
Alastair will explore the southwest counties of central England and Northern Wales. These areas are
rich in castles, stately homes, and famous monuments such as Avebury, Stonehenge and Salisbury,
Hereford and Gloucester Cathedrals. The travelogue is preceded by a potluck dinner at 5:30pm.
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Healing Ministry

by Rev. Bob Boutwell

Healing Prayer is one of the most important ministries of the church. In some
churches the anointing with oil and healing prayer is considered to be one of the
sacraments like baptism, communion and ordination. It is one of the ways that God
blesses, cleanses, heals, and forgives us. It is mentioned in the Bible (James 5:13-15)
as one of the ministries of the Deacons or Elders of the church.
You may ask me, the Minister for Healing of Grace Church, to offer Healing Prayers for you if you
need healing. I may be contacted by calling 773.3057 or by coming to my office at the church on
Wednesday morning. The Deacons may also be called to offer you communion in your home and to
pray with you. We may pray that you receive the healing love of Jesus with laying on of hands, the
cleansing and healing of Jesus in prayer, the anointing with oil, the sacrament of communion, and the
infilling with the Holy Spirit. In prayer you may ask Jesus to repair physical damage, healing of illness,
emotional or psychological disorders, or inner healing of hurtful memories. You may ask the Holy
Spirit for healing of genetic and inherited disorders that have come down through your family. In
prayer you may ask Jesus to extend healing to your family members and friends and others about
whom you are concerned.
Healing Prayer is not just the ministry of ordained ministers and deacons. Some members of the
church may feel called and gifted by the Holy Spirit to pray for others. Every member who believes in
the healing power of God, of Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit may offer healing prayers with
permission from the person for whom the prayer is being offered. The following procedure may be
used: ask permission of the person receiving prayer to lay your hands on them as an expression of
Jesus’ love for them, then lay hands on their head, shoulders, etc. Pray: “We call you, Jesus to come
and be with us. We ask you to drive out any evil spirits that are present and forbid them from
interfering with our prayers. Forgive all our sins and cleanse our hearts of all evil. Send your Holy
Spirit to fill (name) with your healing power and love, search (name) for, and remove anything that is
wrong, and heal any illness, brokenness, and pain. Jesus, we pray for (his/her) particular need or
concern. Thank you for whatever healing you have begun in (name) and continue it until (he/she) is
perfectly whole. Fill (him/her) with love, peace and joy. Guard and protect (name) from all evil,
preserve all of (his/her) goodness and bring (him/her) at last to everlasting life. And to you be all
praise, honor and glory now and forever. Amen!” In addition, singing or praying in the Spirit may be
offered. When you pray for someone’s healing, give their needs and concerns to Jesus and do not
take them away with you.
Every Wednesday morning at 7 a.m., the prayer group meets in the Sanctuary for intercessory prayer.
To be added to the prayer list, fill out the page in the attendance register that is in every pew and
place it in the offering plate, or call the Church Office. The Rev. Bob Boutwell is in his office at the
church on Wednesdays from 9 to 11:30 a.m. and is available for healing prayers and consultations.
You may contact him by phone at 802.775.4301 or 802.773.3057 or by email
revrbtwl@myfairpoint.net.
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Women at Grace Church
Material Aids Sewing Group - March 17, 9 AM—1 PM
We are looking for more people who would like to join us in sewing “school bags”
for Church World Service Kit Program. In March we will be collecting items for the
CWS Hygiene Kits, which are important to struggling families in the face of floods,
hurricanes, tornados, violence, or grinding poverty and help to make the difference
between sickness and health.
ITEMS NEEDED:
Hand towels (approx. 16”x28”), washcloths, finger or toenail clippers, toothbrushes in original
packaging, bars of soap (bath size in wrappers), standard size band aids, combs (large tooth kind).
Boxes for these items will be at the West and Center Street doors.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, March 17. Please come and join us. Please contact Helen
Willis (773.2115) or Dena Ackerman (773.6435) with any questions.

Celebrating 140 Years at Grace Church
The Fortnightly Presents

Discovering Some of the Amazing Women in Rutland’s Past
Presented by Carolynn Ranftle, Rutland Historical Society
Thursday, March 19, 2:00 PM, Grace Church Chapel
In celebration of Women’s History Month, hear the fascinating stories of these Rutland women:
 The recipient of the Bronze Star for her heroics in World War II
 An educator who made her start in rented space at the Nickwackett Firehouse
 An early Physician who practiced medicine for 34 years
 The granddaughter of Julia Dorr who made her mark in the Arts and Crafts Movement
design world
 A woman who devoted her work to the Rutland Community all of her adult life
 And finally, two women who kept secret their careers as prolific children’s
authors by writing under nom de plumes Margaret Warde and John Prescott Earl
As always, tea and sweets will be served in the Parlor after the program. All are welcome!
To learn more or to arrange transportation, call the Church Office (775.4301).
Please join us for an enjoyable, warm afternoon on a cold March day.
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Women at Grace Church
Women’s Ministries
Soup Sale
Sunday, March 8
Following worship, individual containers of
soup will be available for purchase in
Fellowship Hall. Come check out the
selections and help support mission in our
community. Contact Helen Willis (773.2115)
or Sue Best (775.5079/dsjbest@comcast.net)
if you would like to donate soup.

Let’s Do Lunch!
Wednesday, March 25
11:45 AM at Roots
Plan now to join us on Wednesday, March 25
for an informal gathering and time of
fellowship. Please call the Office by Tuesday so
a reservation may be made. All women and
friends of Grace Church are welcome to join
us! Contact Sue Best for more information
(775.5079, dsjbest@comcast.net).

We are Looking for Knitters!
We would love to have you join us in the Parlor on the second Wednesday
of each month for an hour or so to knit and crochet Prayer Shawls. A
Prayer Shawl is a gift to someone, to “wrap” them in prayers and bring them
comfort, love and strength. Many blessings and prayers are knitted and
crocheted into each shawl as it is made and then later blessed during a worship service.
Please consider joining us on Wednesday, March 11 at 9:30 a.m. for an hour or so. We have
yarn, needles and patterns or bring your own. Want to learn … come, and we will teach you! If
you know of someone who would benefit from a shawl, please contact the Church Office at
775.4301 or Marty Barclay at 775.1076.

Rummage Sale in May!

Thursday, May 7 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Friday, May 8 from 9 a.m. to Noon (Bag Sale)
It is time again for our Spring Rummage Sale! Clean out your closets to stock the sale, and then
come shop on Thursday—Friday, May 7 and 8, to fill them back up with stuff that you really need!
Donations will be accepted in Fellowship Hall starting on Monday, April 26.
Set-up, Sales, and Clean-up Help Needed! Sign up after worship in Fellowship Hall on Sundays
April 19, 26, and May 3. Questions? Contact Mary Doyle (772.4834) or Helen Willis (773.2115).
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ON-GOING WEEKLY
EVENTS
SUNDAY
8:30 Chapel Service
9:00 Choir Rehearsal
10:00 Sanctuary Service
11:15 A Time of Fellowship
11:45 Joyful Noise Choir Rehearsal
MONDAY
8:00 AA
5:30 AA
6:45 Tintinnabula
7:00 Boy Scouts
TUESDAY
9:00 Yoga
12:00 Staff Meeting
6:00 Bereavement Group
6:30 Wit’s End
7:00 AA
7:00 GA
WEDNESDAY
7:00 Prayer Group
8:00 AA
11:45 Men’s Luncheon
12:00 AA
4:00 Children’s Choir
7:00 Sanctuary Choir

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

3.1 Communion Sunday
Food Shelf Sunday

3.2

3.3

9:30 Women's Small Group

9:00 Yoga

4:00 Benefit Concert

5:30 Music Committee

7:00 Compassionate Friend

3.8 Soup Sale

3.9

3.10
9:00 Yoga

6:00 Showcase of Talent

3.15 Equal Exchange Sales

3.16

3.17

9:00 Yoga

9:00 Sewing Group

2:00 RAC rehearsal

THURSDAY
12:00 AA
FRIDAY
8:00 AA

3.22

3.23

2:00 RAC rehearsal

3.24
9:00 Yoga

SATURDAY
RAC - Rutland Area Chorus
AA- Alcoholics Anonymous
GA - Gamblers Anonymous

5:30 Welcome Table Dinner

3.29
One Great Hour of Sharing
offering
2:00 RAC rehearsal

Page 6 - The Star

3.30

3.31
9:00 Yoga

ds

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

3.4
7:00 Prayer Group
8:30 Property Committee
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
9:30 Bible Study

3.5

4:00 Children's Choir
6:00 TTBBChoir
7:00 Sanctuary Choir

6:00 Diaconate Sub-committees
6:30 Diaconate

3.11
7:00 Prayer Group
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open
9:30 Prayer Shawl Ministry
9:30 Bible Study

3.12

4:00 Children's Choir
6:00 SSAA Choir
7:00 Sanctuary Choir

4:45 and 6:15 Soup Bowls for
Hunger, RHS

3.18
7:00 Prayer Group
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open
9:30 Bible Study

3.19

4:00 Children's Choir
6:00 TTBB Choir
7:00 Sanctuary Choir

SATURDAY

3.6

3.7

3.13

3.14

3.20

3.21

3.27

3.28

STAR DEADLINE

2:00 The Fortnightly
6:00 Travelogue and Potluck

3.25
3.26
7:00 Prayer Group
9:00 Healing Ministry Office
Open
9:30 Bible Study
11:45 Let’s Do Lunch
4:00 Children's Choir
6:00 Council
5:30 Lenten Dinner
6:00 SSAA Choir
7:00 Sanctuary Choir
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One Great Hour of Sharing and Other Ways to Help
OGHS Offering Received on MARCH 29th
Pick up an offering bank on one of the literature tables
and then return it filled on Sunday, March 29th!
Through the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering, we
are planting seeds of new life. Together, we are investing in
communities worldwide: providing education to girls and
boys, empowering communities through vocational
training, supporting microcredit lending and seeing people
through to self-sufficiency, empowering families with skills to
support themselves and their neighbors, and participating in
sustainable solutions that offer dignity to all.
These are just a few ways the OGHS offering touches God’s children, in addition to disaster relief
and refugee initiatives.
Through your generosity, the world is a better place. But more is needed. Today, you have an
opportunity to plant seeds into the lives of others. Be a co-worker with God. Building, planting,
watering…and trusting that God gives growth to all good gifts shared in faith. Thank you for your
partnership. Thank you for your generosity
Fill your offering bank, return it on Sunday, March 29th and let’s BE THERE for those in need!!

Soup Bowls for Hunger - Thursday, March 12
Mark your calendars for the 14th Annual Soup Bowls for Hunger which will
be held on March 12th in the Rutland High School Cafeteria. Enjoy a bowl
of soup, crackers, roll, dessert, and beverage and choose your own
handcrafted bowl to take home. Bowls are being made by local school
students and professional potters.
This event is sponsored by Delta Kappa Gamma Society of women educators and the High School.
There will be two sittings (4:45 p.m., 6:15 p.m.) and a big raffle of donated items. Tickets are $20/
person and must be purchased in advance. Call RHS Office at 773.1955. Make checks payable to
Soup Bowls for Hunger.
All proceeds will be donated to local food shelves. Soup donations are sorely needed! Please
contact Karen Nawn-Fahey (770.1114) to help.
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Grace Church in the Wider Community - Ways to Help

Volunteers Needed at the Vermont Foodbank!
Most Mondays 10:00 a.m. to noon
Come any Monday from 10 a.m. to noon to help us sort and pack food for
Vermonters struggling with hunger. You will play a key part in getting
donated food ready to distribute to food shelves and meal sites throughout
the state and to our neighbors who need it most.

Habitat Build Days!
Wednesdays & Saturdays, 9 a.m.—3 p.m.
Transforming People’s Lives & Our Community
by Creating Affordable & Decent Housing
Lifting Up One Family at a Time
Habitat volunteers are needed to help work on the
house at 120 Crescent St. on Wednesdays and
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Volunteers are welcome for all or part
of that time. To learn more, visit www.rutlandhabitat.com or email
Rutlandhabitat@gmail.com.

Fourth Sunday Welcome Table Dinner
Sunday, March 22, 5:30 p.m.
The Welcome Table Dinner is a free meal offered the 4th Sunday of each month here at Grace
Church thanks to the help of many volunteers. Volunteers are needed each month to:




help serve
help with clean-up
coordinate the meal





help to prepare food
be a table host
donate desserts

To volunteer or to learn more about coordinating a Fourth Sunday
Dinner, contact Tracey Marsh (558..5052; traceymvt1@gmail.com) or
check out Perfect Potluck (www.perfectpotluck.com/meals).
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Grace Church Youth and Family Ministry.
Calling all youth- grades 7-12! My name is Tegan Kirk-Elkin and I have
recently taken over Youth Group. I am so excited to be able to share time
each Sunday evening to get to know you better and to have you get to
know the church and the Rutland community. I had the joy of participating
in Grace’s youth group several years ago and am looking forward to
revisiting some of my favorite activities.
Some upcoming Youth Group activities will include French fry tasting and volunteering at the 4th
Sunday dinner. Please feel free to email me if you have any questions at tegske@hotmail.com.

Open Enrollment
Do you know of any families with potty trained, preschool aged children
looking for an early education program? Grace Preschool is a wonderful
program that has over 40 years of valuable experience and we are gearing up
for the fall! Please help us spread the word! Contact Lauren Davis at
802.775.4301 or at Gracepreschoolvermont@gmail.com to schedule your private tour today!
Also, please like us on Facebook!

Pancake Breakfast and Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 4, 9:00 AM
We will be having our annual Pancake Breakfast (prepared
by the Boy Scouts!) on Saturday April 4, 2020 beginning at
9:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. There will be an Egg Hunt
following the breakfast! Please bring your families for a fun
morning! Flyers will be posted with further information, at a
later date.
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From the Personnel Committee …
March Personnel Spotlight
Thank you to all those who came out to support the 2020 Financial Budget. We were able to
provide for a 2% COLA increase to all five of our current employees. We had not been able to
fund a COLA in the last nine years - so this was a welcome surprise and a wonderful way to show
our support to those who keep the wheels turning at Grace every day!
In addition, throughout February individual staff year-end reviews were completed. Special thanks
to Marge Salmon who sat in on all of them as an independent congregant participant. The next step
is to create the 2020 Employee Snapshot Forms. This is the third year we have been using a one
page grid that summarizes each employee's individual compensation points, benefit amounts, and
time away tallies to communicate a common understanding between the church and the employee.
We held an introductory meeting with the Rutland City Schools internship program, and hope to
be approved as an internship site for students looking to explore worklife. We will update the
STAR as we hear back regarding students on site.

Books for Sale at Bargain Prices!
Remember all those Listening for God Book Discussions which you wanted to attend but could not?
Well, now is your chance to pick up some of those wonderful titles at bargain prices ($5@). We
would love to find good homes for these books. We have multiple copies of most titles, but not all.
So call early
and come get your March
reading materials!
(802.775.4301or
kit@gracechurchvt.org)
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Grace Church Memorials
The Sanctuary and
Chapel Flower Memorials
March 1 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Joan W. Dean by Reverend Emeritus David J. Dean.
March 8 to the Glory of God. and in loving memory of
her family by Dee Bort.
March 15 to the glory of God and in loving memory of
Walter S. Reuling and Andrew J. Thayer by their family.
March 22 to the Glory of God and in memory of
our loving, strong and supportive Mom, Betsyjune Bennett,
forever in our hearts, by Shep, Debbie, Scott and the grandkids.
March 29 to the Glory of God.

The Church Spire will be illuminated
March 1, 8, and 15 to the Glory of God.

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ
8 Court Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701
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(Please note: If you would like to have a flower memorial in
memory of a loved one or for a special celebration, please contact
David Hazen: 483.2337/peren@aol.com).

March 22 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Robert and Lila Branchaud.
March 29 to the Glory of God.
****If you would like to have the Church Spire lit in memory
of a loved one, please contact the Church Office (775.4301).

Don’t Forget—Food Shelf Sunday is March 1st.

SUNDAY, MARCH 8 is the start of
Daylight Savings Time! Remember
to turn clocks forward one hour.

THURSDAY, MARCH 12 is the next
STAR deadline
for the April 2020 issue.

