
  

Sunday, October 11, 2020 

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

   Sermon                   Pastor Alberta 

Worthy and Chosen 
Scriptures - Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14 

 
The poster you are seeing is a picture of one of the 10 quilts made for the 

Sacred Ally Quit Project sponsored by the New Hampshire churches as 

their anti-racism work. You can see all the quilts at ucc.org.   

 

Harriet Ward is the chair of the New Hampshire Conference Racial Justice 

Mission Group. Harriet, the only African American in her church and the 

quilter of two of the quilts, stresses the importance of allyship.  She is 

quoted in the ucc.org article as saying: 

“An ally would intentionally reach out to the individual or 

community they want to stand with.” 

 

Harriet wants to push that concept. 
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In Paul’s letter to the Philippians, he urges his loyal companions to help 

Euodia and Syntyche to be of the same mind. Harriet—an African 

American woman committed to giving her time, talents and financial 

support to the wider community and the community of faith she has 

covenant with to be the gospel: to work with her community to be the 

bearer of hope, healing, care, support, and justice—explains why it is 

important to her to be an active ally. She says, “I have a different voice 

and I want it heard.”  

 

Harriet is not only an African American female, but she is also wheel-

chair dependent. She brings to her faith community many different 

voices—female, differently able, a senior citizen, and an educator with 

a PhD in Visual Impairment Studies.   

 

We don’t know what the disagreement was between Euodia and 

Syntyche, members of the Philippian faith community. The first convert 

of the church at Philippi was a woman, Lydia, a businesswoman who 

sold purple cloth and clothes-very expensive wares for people of the 

first century. So, we know female voices were heard and respected. The 

issue between Euodia and Syntyche is unknown. Paul did not focus on 

what they did not agree upon. He focused on praising their work as 

worthy of noting and their deeds would long be remembered. Paul 

reminded the community of their responsibility to help Euodia and 

Syntyche find common ground.  

 

Different voices and different views need to be heard, respected, and 

sought, yet we must always remember what brings us together; what is 

our common connectivity. As a community, we are responsible for one 

another. That means, if we know there is dissension, it is time to open a 

dialogue with the goal of listening to help all members move toward the 

common goal.  

 

Our interconnectedness, as people of God following the ways of Jesus, 

helps us to respect and seek out the different voices that make us One in 

the Body of Christ. 

 

In the work of anti-racism, the one mind is allyship- as Harriet says:  

“reaching out to the individual or community you want to stand with;” 
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showing that individual or community you lift up the common goal to 

be heard; to be in conversation; to have ongoing open dialogue. 

Allyship is one person, one group reminding another of their worth and 

interconnectedness / their chosen-ness; allyship says to the person or 

group experiencing worthlessness—we hear you and it is necessary for 

you to be heard, respected, and seen.  

 

What is your common goal at Grace Congregational UCC? Your  

mission statement says the common goal at Grace is: 

To cultivate a community of intentional and abundant welcome; 

celebrate diversity; love, support, and care for each other and 

God’s creation; serve all humankind both locally and globally; 

advocate for justice, reconciliation and healing. 

 

Your mission statement is your guiding star for all the projects you 

consider planning in each of your committees. As you prepare for the 

next budget year, I am asking you to do so answering the question: how 

will the money you are requesting produce outcomes towards Grace’s 

common goal, the mission statement; and will the projects/process you 

enter into reflect Grace’s vision statement - the statement that says who 

you strive to be as a community of Christ followers: 

  Bravely inclusive with open doors;  

  boldly caring with open hearts;  

  and broadly spiritual with open minds. 

 

Paul reminds us our togetherness is a way of life; it is what we do as a 

community striving to understand what it looks like to follow Jesus and 

love God.  Rejoicing is a communal act that happens when we gather 

together to worship-in-person / on-line; in small groups on Zoom; we 

rejoice, understanding together we are saved and salvation is the 

ongoing work against selfishness, greed, lust, injustice, fear, prejudice, 

arrogance, apathy, chauvinism, and ignorance.  It’s the work we do 

together, showing the world another way to love and another way to be 

in community. 

 

This quilt captured my attention because I could feel with my eyes the 

different textures, which to me represented diversity. Yes, I was drawn 

to the middle, the quilted hands holding so many people.  
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The gospel according to Matthew has 23 parables of Jesus.  Matthew 

wants us to not forget Jesus is Jewish. Jewish teachers, Rabbis, are 

storytellers. Matthew wants us to not forget Jesus is speaking to a 

Jewish audience. The first century audience would be remarkably 

familiar with lives of the King and the importance of throwing a 

banquet for the King’s son who is to be wed.   

  

Jesus begins this parable with the suggestion, “The kingdom of heaven 

may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son.”     

Allegorizing parables has always been our first method to decipher their 

meanings: Who is God? Who is Jesus? Who is me? Who is good? Who 

is bad?  

 

Amy-Jill Levin, a Jewish professor of New Testament and Jewish 

studies, writes in her book Short Stories by Jesus that “parables are a 

genre that is designed to surprise, challenge, shake up, or indict.”  I’m 

glad it is only a suggestion by Jesus that the kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son.   

 

Jesus cared greatly about reconciliation, restoring relationships to 

coexist peaceably and the inbreaking of the kingdom of heaven—the 

time in which the structure of our lives (economic, social, and 

philosophical) would be based on sharing, equality and equity-the 

common good.   

 

The Parable of the Wedding Banquet is rich with displays of exclusivity 

and violence; the display of disrespect and coercion of power is 

nowhere close to my understanding of the reign of God!   

 

The Lord’s Prayer that Jesus taught the disciples, and we say with our 

mouths regularly, says: “Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven.”   Do our hearts have a true understanding of 

what we pray? 

 

We know God does not play by our rules.  We know Jesus came to turn 

us around; to turn us to a God who is patient, caring, inviting.  We 

know Jesus came to teach us how-to live-in community; how to 

determine what ultimately matters; how to live the life that God wants 



5 

us to live. We know Jesus came to remind us we are all worthy and chosen.  

So, what is the meaning of “For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

 

We are all made in the image of God, created to be a representation of the 

Creator; we are all worthy; we are all called.   

 

The people in the big hands of the quilt do not all look alike.  They are all 

embraced.  We are all embraced—to provide fruit for the reign of God.   

   

What fruit are you producing for the reign of God?  What clothes do you 

wear?  Paul says we are to clothe ourselves with Christ; we are to be of one 

mind-the mind of Christ.  Paul in Colossians 3:14-17 says:   

 

Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in 

perfect harmony. And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in 

your hearts. For as members of one body you are called to live in 

peace. And always be thankful. Let the message about Christ, in all 

its richness, fill your lives. Teach and  counsel each other with all the 

wisdom Christ gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to 

God with thankful hearts. And  whatever you do or say, do it as a 

representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Jesus to God 

our Creator. 

 

You / we are worthy because we are made in the image of God.  All God’s 

children have gifts.  Are you using your gifts to show compassion, to 

demonstrate care and how power can be used for the common good? 

 

Let’s remember, Matthew’s Jesus is speaking to the religious leaders.   

Jesus wants the leaders in the community to look at how they are leading, 

how they are unifying; how they are using their power, their privilege, their 

status to change the current worldview. 

   

Quilting is not one of my gifts.  It was the gift used by members of nine 

churches in the New Hampshire Conference to show that racism is not the 

only reality of the many who are called to be followers of Christ.  Quilting 

was the gift of the few who demonstrated the mind of Christ - being an ally 

with those oppressed, an ally with those violently treated, and an ally with 

those excluded from the table of power.   

 

Worthy are we—we are made in the image of God.  Because we are worthy, 

God expects us to show, to use the gifts only given to a few as 

representative of the many who are called, made in the image of God: few 
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are given the gift of public speaking; few are given the gift of 

intercessory prayer; few are given the gift of a word of wisdom given 

after spending time in prayer; few are given the gift of expression 

through the arts; few are given the gift of advocacy; few are given the 

gifts of design by the work of your hands; few are given the gift of 

communication with the use of technology; few are given the gift of 

helps; few are given  the gifts of administration; few are given the gifts 

of healing.  

 

Look how diverse we are—we are many and in the many, few are gifted 

in different ways.  That is our diversity and in our diversity is power to 

teach the world about community; to show the world what love looks 

like, and to remind the world we are in covenant with God.  We are 

partners in building the realm of God.  Worthy and chosen!   

 

Shalom. 

Pastor Alberta 
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Scriptures 

 

Philippians 4:1-9 (NRSV) 

 

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy 

and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the 

Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these 

women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, 

together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names 

are in the book of life. 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 

gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry 

about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace 

of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 

just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 

commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 

worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things 

that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the 

God of peace will be with you. 
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Scriptures (continued) 
 

Matthew 22:1-14 (NRSV) 

 

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom 

of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet 

for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to 

the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other 

slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have 

prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been 

slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding 

banquet.’ But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, 

another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated 

them, and killed them.  

 

The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those 

murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, ‘The 

wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore 

into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding 

banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all 

whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was 

filled with guests. 

 

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man 

there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, 

‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he 

was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him 

hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but 

few are chosen.” 


