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Worship at Grace this Fall
October 4
Wisdom for the Way
World Communion Sunday
Philippians 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33-46
October 11 Worthy and Chosen
Neighbors in Need offering received
Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14

October 18 Seeking Reassurance
Laity Sunday: Michelle Fountain, preaching
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; Matthew 22:15-22;
Exodus 33:12-23
October 25 Giving Ourselves
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Mathew 22:34-46

Reopening Plan Update
In order to shorten the time that we need
to wait between consecutive uses of the
same room, the Property Committee has
purchased an electrostatic sprayer. This sprayer is filled with a COVID-killing disinfecting solution,
and provides an electrical charge to that solution. Double-charged particles are actively attracted to
surfaces, including the backs and crevices of surfaces regardless of the direction of spray.
Bystanders can enter the room immediately after the product has been applied.
The reopening subcommittee has agreed that, now that the sprayer is operational, the wait time
between booking rooms can be reduced to 10-18 hours. Kit and Ken will use their discretion to
ensure there is adequate turnaround time between room users.
Other changes to the Reopening Plan:
 As of September 13, congregational singing with masks will be allowed in outside services.
 Concessions, soup sales, bake sales, and similar events will be allowed through a one-way
pathway in our new Grace Marketplace in the Parlor. Proper signage will direct the flow of
traffic and set room capacity.
 Larger outside groups will be allowed to book Fellowship Hall or the Sanctuary by
scheduling with Kit. An additional fee may be charged to cover the cost of the disinfecting
chemicals.
 With the temporary closure of the Grace Preschool, more spaces are being added into the
room usage rotation.
 Still to be determined is a date for allowing indoor congregational singing and concerts.

A NOTE FROM
THE PASTOR

Psalm 103—The Passion Translation
Our Creator’s Love
King David’s song of praise
With my whole heart, with my whole life,
and with my innermost being,
I bow in wonder and love before you, the holy
God!
Yahweh, you are my soul’s celebration.
How could I ever forget the miracles of
kindness you’ve done for me?
You kissed my heart with forgiveness, in spite
of all I’ve done
You’ve healed me inside and out from every
disease.
You’ve rescued me from hell and saved my life.
You’ve crowned me with love and mercy.
You satisfy my every desire with good things
You’ve supercharged my life so that I soar again
like a flying eagle in the sky!
You’re a God who makes things right,
giving justice to the defenseless.
You unveiled to Moses your plans
and showed Israel’s sons what you could do.
Lord, you’re so kind and tenderhearted
to those who don’t deserve it
and so patient with people who fail you!
Your love is like a flooding river
overflowing its banks with kindness
You don’t look at us only to find our faults,
just so that you can hold a grudge against us.
You may discipline us for our many sins,
but never as much as we really deserve.
Nor do you get even with us for what we’ve

done.
Higher than the highest heavens—
that’s how high your tender mercy extends!
Greater than the grandeur of heaven above
is the greatness of your loyal love, towering over
all who fear you and bow down before you!
Farther than from a sunrise to a sunset—
that’s how far you’ve removed our guilt from us.
The same way a loving father feels toward his
children—
that’s but a sample of your tender feelings toward
us your beloved children, who live in awe of you.
You know all about us, inside and out.
You are mindful that we’re made from dust.
Our days are so few, and our momentary beauty
so swiftly fades away!
Then all of a sudden we’re gone,
like grass clippings blown away in a gust of wind,
taken away to our appointment with death,
leaving nothing to show that we were here.
But Lord, your endless love stretches from one
eternity to the other, unbroken and unrelenting
toward those who fear you
and those who bow facedown in awe before you.
Your faithfulness to keep every gracious promise
you’ve made passes from parents, to children, to
grandchildren, and beyond.
You are faithful to all those who follow your ways
and keep your word.
God’s heavenly throne is eternal, secure, and
strong,
and his sovereignty rules the entire universe.
So bless the Lord, all his messengers of power,
for you are his mighty heroes who listen intently
to the voice of his word to do it.
Bless and praise the Lord, you mighty warriors,
ministers who serve him well and fulfill his desires.
I will bless and praise the Lord with my whole
heart!
Let all his works throughout the earth,
wherever his dominion stretches,
let everything bless the Lord!
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Sometimes it is on looking back we can see the
beauty that we did not see when we were so
close. This picture was taken on my 65th birthday
celebration trip to Camden, Maine. It wasn’t until
I was scrolling through my picture gallery, I saw
the form of the cross in front of our path. The
empty cross in front of the path. “Bless the Lord,
all my soul and all that is within me; bless God’s
holy name.”
During this season of reflective pause and prayer
to hear from God anew to act with God, let’s stop
and look at our Creator’s love.
“Blessed the Lord, all my soul and all that is
within me.”
Pastor Alberta

On Being Transparent …
Pastor Alberta has asked that we print a summary
of her Covenant with Grace Church, so that all
will be aware of her agreement to provide us with
interim pastoral services. She will be referred to
as the Interim Pastor in these paragraphs.
This position is full-time, approximately 40-50
hours/week, and the Interim Pastor is responsible
to the Council.
Pastoral and administrative responsibilities:
 Officiate at worship services, weddings, and
funerals held at the church
 Lead Christian Education programs as needed
 Provide pastoral services to members, and
pastoral consultation to boards and ministry
meetings
 Guide and support the congregation in its
work on interim development tasks (coming
to terms with our history, discovering a new
identity, allowing needed leadership changes
renewing denominational linkages, and
committing to new directions in ministry)
 Participate in state and regional UCC
meetings and matters
 The Interim Pastor will have freedom of the
pulpit in matters of faith and ethics
How the church will support her:
 Regular participation in worship services and
meetings
 Continuing financial support of the church and
its missions and ministries
 Active engagement in the four interim
development tasks
 Participation in evaluation of the Interim
Pastor

We hope that this helps us all to better understand
that having Pastor Alberta here involves
an active, engaged partnership.
Here’s to a successful relationship!!
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Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord.

TRAVELOGUE - OCTOBER 1 AT 7:00 PM
FELLOWSHIP HALL
Join us for a Travelogue with Jennifer Wright to hear the exciting updates from
HEAL and Rapha Community Center, a children’s home and secondary school in
Kenya. Jenn will also have all of the paintings included in the How to Draw a Lion
online art auction available for viewing. All paintings were created by the children at Rapha! The
auction will run from September 24th - October 3rd. To learn more: www.healraisingourworld.org.
Reservations required. Call 775.4301 to attend. Masks and social distancing required.

OLIVIA BOUGHTON VOCAL RECITAL - OCTOBER 18
4 - 4:45 PM, GRACE CHURCH SANCTUARY
Rutland-native Olivia Boughton has nearly 30 years experience as a soloist. A
graduate of MSJ, she earned her B.A. in Music from Skidmore College. Olivia serves
as cantor for St Bridget and St Stanislaus Kostka churches in West Rutland.
Gwyneth Walker’s Sacred Songs for Voice and Organ were written for occasions of reverence,
meditation and celebration of The Spirit. Some texts are liturgical while others are ‘sacred in nature’,
but all the songs speak to the enduring power of faith.
The Grace Church Fall Recital Series features local artists who perform in the Grace Church
Sanctuary for approximately 45 minutes. Grace Church utilizes screens and social distancing to
ensure the safety of our audiences and performers.

SUNDAY MUSICIANS THROUGH OCTOBER
October 4—Kristin Cimonetti, soprano
October 11—Grace Barbershop Quartet

October 18—Grace Church Handbell Choir
October 25—Court Gettel, flute

CHILDREN’S CHIMES - TUESDAYS, 3:45 - 4:15 PM
All children ages 5-11 are welcome to join our Cheerful Children’s Chimes Choir, which meets on
Tuesdays at 3:45. The kids will learn basic chime and handbell techniques and enjoy fun musical games
in the Grace Church choir room.

TRAVELOGUE - OCTOBER 29 AT 7:00 PM , FELLOWSHIP HALL
Michelle Fountain will offer a Thursday evening Travelogue to Japan. Please register at the Church
Office (kit@gracechurchvt.org or 775.4301) to attend. Masks and social distancing required.
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Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord.
A CELEBRATION OF LIVES FOR ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 1 AT 6 PM
All are welcome to celebrate and remember those who have died this past year.
Poetry, prayers, and music will be offered in the beauty of the Grace Church
Sanctuary in memory of loved ones who have passed.

HARVEST DINNER TAKEOUT— NOVEMBER 14
This year, Grace Church will offer a take-out turkey dinner with all
the trimmings. For $15 enjoy turkey, stuffing. mashed potatoes,
gravy, veggies, cranberry sauce, and either apple or pumpkin pie. Please prepay and collect tickets
from the Office by October 25. Pick up will be on November 14 between 4:30 and 6 p.m. from the
West Street parking lot (dinners will be brought to your car). Tickets will be required at pickup.
A new way to celebrate being a community during the season of harvest and sharing!

GRACE SPIRITUAL GROWTH COMMITTEE—FALL OFFERINGS
The Spiritual Growth Committee invites you to join us for the following learning and growth
opportunities. Let us know if you have other ideas for faith formation.
Bible Study with the Rev. Dr. Alberta Wallace – Lectio divina style Bible
study with a committed group at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesdays. As part of
connecting the scriptures to our lives, Pastor Alberta shares context and
commentary on the scripture that is the lectionary for the following Sunday.
Starting in January SGC hopes to offer other types of Bible study at times
that fit the schedules of people who aren’t available Wednesday mornings.
White Privilege – Michelle Fountain will be leading a learning and sharing
class about racism based on the UCC curriculum “White Privilege”. This
will begin in November – watch for more information.
Our Faith, Our Vote – Ellen Green is leading a UCC curriculum that challenges us
to become educated voters using our faith to make our voices heard and our votes
count. We will explore together how our faith determines our vote and how to
make our voices heard. Making our voices heard by the people with the power to
change things means we are working for God’s justice and healing in this world.
Remaining sessions: Sundays, October 11 and 18, 11:15 a.m. (No Oct. 4 session)
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ON-GOING WEEKLY
EVENTS
SUNDAY
8:30 am Chapel Service
10:00 am Sanctuary Service
MONDAY
8:00 am AA
5:30 pm AA
6:30 pm Bells rehearsal

NEWS FROM THE
CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY

TUESDAY
12:00 pm Staff Meeting
3:45 pm Children’s Chimes
5:00 pm AA Women’s Group
7:00 pm AA Men’s Group

All ages are invited to join us for a Grace
Church Hike on Sunday, October 4th. Meet at
the trail head for Cadwell Trail in Pittsford at
12:00 p.m. Open to everyone! Plan to bring a
bag lunch.

WEDNESDAY
8:00 am AA
8:00 am Prayer Group
9:30 am Bible Study
6-9 pm Adult Choirs

Church School will be held on Sundays,
October 11th and October 25th. We hope to
be outside! Our program each session will
include a short scripture lesson, an activity/game
and time for God's children to play together.

THURSDAY
7:00 pm AA Men’s Group
FRIDAY
8:00 am AA
SATURDAY
7:00 pm AA Men’s Group

OCTOBER EVENTS & MEETINGS
Thurs, Oct. 1, 6:00 PM—Diaconate
Thurs, Oct. 1, 7:00 PM—Travelogue
Sun, Oct. 4, Noon—All ages hike
Wed, Oct, 7, 8:30 AM—Property Committee
Sun, Oct 11, 11:15 AM—Our Faith, Our Vote
Wed, Oct, 14, 9:30 AM—Prayer Shawl
Sun, Oct 18, 11:15 AM—Our Faith, Our Vote
Sun, Oct. 18, 4:00 PM—Vocal Recital
Tues, Oct. 20, 9:00 AM—Sewing Group
Tues, Oct 20, Noon—Red Cross Blood Drive
Thurs, Oct. 22 6:00 PM—Church Council
Thurs, Oct. 29, 7:00 PM—Travelogue
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Search Committee Update
I am pleased to share with you that the
Search Committee, consisting of: me
(Michelle Fountain), Howard Weaver, Lisa
Kerns, Marty Barclay, Kelly Thompson,
Randy Smith, and Marci Wheeler, had our
first meeting with Pastor Alberta recently.
We are all honored to be entrusted with helping to find our next settled pastor.
In discussing this process with Pastor Alberta, who has extensive experience with interim
situations, we learned that our work will be on hold for a year to 18 months as we work first, as
a church, to connect and discuss who we are and what we are seeking from our next pastor.
Alberta suggests that the best way to do this is through another committee, the Congregational
Engagement Team. This group, which she will soon be seeking nominations for, will first undergo
training with her and then will conduct small group meetings with members of the congregation
to determine how people are feeling and what they want for the future. This information will
then be shared with our Search Committee, which will help enable us to write the Church
Profile that will ultimately be used to recruit candidates for our settled pastor.
We know this sounds like a long process, but it is an important one to lay the foundation for a
strong future for Grace Congregational Church. Some of our Search Committee members may
also apply to be a part of the Congregational Engagement Team and we encourage you to
consider whether you would like to be a part of this group as well.
This is an exciting time at Grace and we look forward to being a part of the team that will bring
new leadership to our church. In the interim, we will continue to pray that God shows us the
path to our future with the Holy Spirit as our guide.
Sincerely, Michelle Fountain
Search Committee Chair

Flower and Church Spire Memorials
Each Sunday, our Sanctuary and Chapel are graced with flowers given in memory or
in honor of a loved one. Throughout the week, our stunning church spire is lit at
night. If you would like to give flowers or have the Church Spire lit in celebration or
in memory of a loved one, please contact David Hazen for flowers (483.2337/
peren@aol.com) or the Church Office for the spire (775.4301).
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Grace Church and the Wider Community

Mission and Service Update
We have become aware of some special requests for clothing and household items and we would
like to make these giving opportunities available to those who might be interested in helping.
The Mission and Service Committee would like to invite everyone to contact us so that we can
compile a list of people willing to receive communications of “need requests” from our community.
Our plan is to maintain a list of those interested in receiving these communications and you would
not be expected to act on all (or any) of these requests. We simply want to make these needs
known and are willing to act as intermediaries between givers and receivers.
Grace Church has a strong history of mission and we invite you to join us in keeping this important
work alive. If you are interested please email me at traceymvt1@gmail.com (or call 558-5052) and
we’ll add you to our list.
Thank you for your continued support.
Tracey Marsh, for the Mission and Service Committee

Neighbors in Need Special Offering
Sunday, October 11
Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of
the UCC that supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the US.
One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry; 2/3 is used by the UCC's
Justice and Witness Ministries to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct
service projects through grants. NIN grants are awarded to UCC churches and organizations doing
justice work in their communities. These grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct
service to community organizing to address systemic injustice. This year, special consideration is
given to projects serving our immigrant neighbors and communities. Please give generously!

Volunteers Needed at the Vermont Foodbank
The Vermont Foodbank is once again helping reduce food insecurity in our community. Volunteers
are needed Monday mornings and every other Friday. Please contact Grace member Cheryl Smith
(802.558.1542 / randyrwsmith@msn.com) to learn about how you can help—while remaining safe.
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Grace Church and the Wider Community
Bridge to Rutland (B2R)
Exodus 22:21 – Moses gives God’s law: “You shall not wrong or oppress a resident
alien; for you were aliens in the land of Egypt.”
Matthew 25:31-46 – Jesus teaches: “…I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”
Bridge to Rutland, Inc. (formerly F.A.S.T.) is moving fast! We are an incorporated non-profit
recognized both in Vermont and federally, which makes all contributions tax deductible. We have a
committed Board of Directors and a mission statement: Bridge to Rutland seeks to offer
sponsorship, partnership, and a home for those seeking asylum in the U.S.
Conditions on our southern border are deteriorating and ever-changing regulations that make legal
asylum more difficult are more than disheartening. Our government is transgressing the Geneva
Conventions, our own laws, and God’s law in its treatment of people fleeing from persecution and
danger in their home countries. B2R is working to bring families who are seeking asylum to
Rutland for a secure and supported asylum process. We are a community-based organization of 8
faith communities and 3 secular interest groups. We have also pulled together all of the groups in
VT and NH that are working to support asylum seekers into a resource group for each other.
We are working with the Good Shepherd UCC church in Sahuarita, AZ and their partner Kino
Border Initiative, a bi-national Catholic organization that works in Nogales, Arizona and Nogales,
Sonora, México. They are our resources for bringing asylum seekers here.
How can you be involved, you ask?
Email bridgetorutland@gmail.com to be on our mailing list for updates.
We are forming working committees for development, housing, accompaniment, and outreach
and are looking for hands-on volunteers – email us your interest.
You can be some of the first to donate to B2R! Checks may be made to Bridge to Rutland, Inc.
and mailed to B2R, 8 Court Street, Rutland, VT 05701 – Yes, thank you to Grace for our
office and mailing address!
Feel free to call Ellen Green, Executive Director of B2R with any questions or comments: 802779-4217.

Helping Provide Food to our Community
The United Methodist Church (60 Strongs Avenue, Rutland) serves bagged meals Mondays through
Thursdays, 9-10 AM. Volunteers are needed starting at 7:30 AM to bag and serve. Please call the
United Methodist Church at 802.773.2460 to volunteer your time.
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Grace Church and the Wider Community

The founders of #BlackLivesMatter are among Times 100 most influential persons for 2020? The
founders are three young Black women: Alicia Garza (39), Patrice Cullors (36), and Opal Tometi
(32-year-old Nigerian). Check out the article on #TIME100Talks: Finding Hope, a special series
featuring leaders across different fields encouraging action toward a better world.
https://time.com/collection/100-most-influential-people-2020/

Fall Clean Up Day—Saturday, November 7
The Property Committee is planning a Fall Clean Up Day and we would
love to have you join us! On Saturday, November 7 between 9 a.m. and
noon, come for an hour, or stay the morning! We will be raking,
pruning, weeding and hauling the leaves away. B.Y.O.R. - bring your own
rake, work/garden gloves, and maybe a hot beverage if it is cold.

Memory Café at the Godnick Senior Center
Join us for an exciting new occasion – at a Memory Café! This is a chance to have some fun social
time while sharing memories from your past. October 6th’s café at the Godnick Senior Center, 1
Deer St, Rutland, will have a theme of Autumn and Halloween, and there will be inspiring activities
to help generate some of your wonderful stories. A memory café is a welcoming and safe place for
people with forgetfulness or other changes in their thinking and for their family and friends, too, so
everyone is invited to share in the fun. Light refreshments will be served. Limited to 10
participants so reserve your spot soon! Call the Godnick at 802.773.1853 today!
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Women at Grace Church
Seeking Knitters!
We would love to have
you join us to knit and
crochet Prayer Shawls.
A Prayer Shawl is a gift
to someone, to “wrap”
them in prayers and bring them comfort, love
and strength. Many blessings and prayers are
knitted and crocheted into each shawl as it is
made and later blessed during a worship service.

Material Aids
Sewing Group

Please consider joining us on Wednesday,
October 14 at 9:30 a.m. for an hour or so. We
have yarn, needles and patterns or bring your
own. Want to learn … come, and we will teach
you!

We are collecting items for
the CWS school kits,
which give children in
impoverished schools,
refugee camps, or other
difficult settings some of the basic tools for
learning. Needed for each bag:
 6 wooden #2 pencils with erasers
 Hand-held pencil sharpener
 Box of 24 crayons
 Large pink type eraser
 3 70-page spiral notebooks
 Pair child metal scissors (blunt nose)
 2 inch ruler with inches and millimeters

To learn more, please contact the Church Office
at 775.4301 or Marty Barclay at 775.1076.

Boxes for these items are outside the Sanctuary.
Join us! Our next meeting is Tuesday, October
20. Questions? Call Helen Willis (773.2115).

A Special Thank You
Helen Willis thanks the crew who packed Church World
Service bags in late August. 120 School Kits were packed along
with 124 Hygiene Kits. Special thanks to Best Western of
Rutland for donating towels that went into the Hygiene Kits,
and to Grace’s sewing group, who made the bags. This is the
19th year that Helen Willis has coordinated the packing of Church World Service packs!
The United Church of Christ partners with CWS to provide just and sustainable resources around
the globe to provide relief for those struggling with hunger, displacement, and natural disasters.
Grace Church stepped up for another year to show our care and support.

Due to ongoing issues related to the pandemic, there will be

NO FALL RUMMAGE SALE this year. We are holding out hope for the spring!
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Grace Church Memorials
Flower Memorials
October 4 to the Glory of God.
October 11 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Roger Johnson by his wife Betsy.
October 18 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Robert N. Caird, Olive Caird, Mary Foster Caird, and
Virginia Caird Ludwig by Randy and Bonnie Kelly.
October 25 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Claire Lennon, Barbara Kirk’s mother, by her family.
(If you would like to have a flower memorial, please contact
David Hazen: 483.2337/peren@aol.com).

October 4 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Niko Lane-Karnas by Jill and Charles Lane.
October 11 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Chet and Jo Eaton by Rev. John Eaton.
Grace Congregational United Church of Christ
8 Court Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701
Web site: www.gracechurchvt.org
e-mail: graceucc@gracechurchvt.org
Tel. (802)775-4301 Fax. (802)747-3288
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The Church Spire will be illuminated

October 18 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Arthur E. Crowley by friends at Grace Church.
October 27 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Steven Gaiko by his family.
The Star on the steeple is lit as a beacon of hope and peace for
the Rutland community.
We thank Mary Wilkins for contributing to this mission.

****If you would like to have the Church Spire lit in
celebration or in the memory of a loved one please contact the
Church Office (775.4301). The cost for this is $20.

Welcome Baby Maeve!
From proud great-grandparents
Bob and Bette Parker and
grandparents Robin and Jeffrey Helwig.
Maeve Tillinghast Laughlin, daughter of
Kayla and Maxwell Laughlin of Columbia
Falls, MT, was born on September 10th,
2020. She is beautiful in every way.

