
  

 

Sunday, November 8, 2020 

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

   Sermon                      Pastor Alberta 

Tending God’s Light 
Scriptures - Psalm 78:1-7; Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-16; Matthew 25:1-13 

 

Let’s hear the parable of the ten bridesmaids from the Contemporary 

English Version.  It is titled, “A Story about Ten Girls.” 

  

The kingdom of heaven is like what happened one night when ten 

girls took their oil lamps and went to a wedding to meet the 

groom.  Five of the girls were foolish and five were wise. The foolish 

ones took their lamps, but no extra oil.  The ones who were wise took 

along extra oil for their lamps.  The groom was late arriving, and the 

girls became drowsy and fell asleep. Then in the middle of the night 

someone shouted, “Here’s the groom! Come to meet him!”  When the 

girls got up and started getting their lamps ready,  the foolish ones 

said to the others, “Let us have some of your oil! Our lamps are 

going out.”   The girls who were wise answered, “There’s not enough 

oil for all of us! Go and buy some for yourselves.”   While the foolish 

girls were on their way to get some oil, the groom arrived. The girls 

who were ready went into the wedding, and the doors were 

closed. Later the other girls returned and shouted, “Sir, sir! Open the 

door for us!”  But the groom replied, “I don’t even know you!” 
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Jesus taught in parables to help us see ourselves as God sees us 

and for us to see ourselves as partners with God in building the 

realm, the kingdom, the kin-dom of God.  

  

The psalmist in Psalm 78, Asaph, a prominent Levite musician 

and prophet in David’s Court, provides instructions in poetic 

meditative form on how to live a Godly live and relationship 

building with God.  The antiphonal response found in our New 

Century Hymnal says, “forget not the works of God.”  Keep the 

flames of relationship burning by sharing the truths we have 

learned from our journey living with God.  

 

We heard from one of the apocryphal writings, The Wisdom of 

Solomon.  The apocryphal books were once considered so sacred 

and grand they were not accessible to the general public.  Then 

the establishment, King of England in the 1600’s, King James, 

decided the 14 books that made up the apocryphal did not portray 

a God he wanted the people to know, questioned their origin and 

worth in the canon, which we call the Bible.  But Paul wrote to 

Timothy saying:  The whole Bible was given to us by inspiration 

from God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us 

realize what is wrong in our lives; it straightens us out and helps 

us do what is right. (2 Timothy 3: 16-17, TLB)   

 

Protestant denominations believe the apocryphal is not equal to 

sacred scripture but useful and good for reading.   

 

Our search for wisdom is constant to help us live godly lives; to 

help us not forget the works of God and to open us to the Holy 

Spirit in our desire to “Tend God’s light.”  

 

This parable is only found in the gospel according to Matthew.  

Did Jesus teach this or was it a parable taught according to 

Matthew?  Biblical scholars, like Amy Jill-Levin, a Jewish 

Professor of New Testament Studies and the writers of The Five 

Gospels:  What Did Jesus Really Say, have identified the 

earmarks of Jesus’ authentic parables.   

 

Did the original hearers hear a story that cut against the religious 



3 

 

and social grain?  It was common wisdom in the first century, just 

as it is today to live by the mantra:  those who are prepared will 

succeed, those not prepared will fail.  

 

Surprises, shock, and unexpected twists are expected from the 

parables taught by Jesus.  There was no surprise or shock or 

unexpected twist in the story:  the five wise bridesmaids entered 

the banquet, and the 5 foolish bridesmaids were turned away. The 

expected message is:  Stay alert. Be prepared. Depend only on 

yourself.  

 

 Where was the humor or exaggeration?  Where was the breaking 

down of doors and social barriers?  Jesus taught us to turn the 

tables and to think against the accepted social system. 

   

I think this parable urges us to rewrite the story using the 

earmarks of Jesus’ teachings.  To “tend God’s light,” we need to 

know when to flip the script, even if the script comes from 

scripture.  Jesus taught us to think; compare what you read in 

scripture, self-help books, fiction other spiritual growth mediums, 

to the precepts Jesus taught.  Jesus taught us to see the world in 

different ways; to challenge the status quo and at times to indict. 

Jesus taught us that the final judgment, when we knock saying 

“Lord, Lord, open the door,” the questions will be:  “Did you love 

your enemies? Did you feed the hungry? Did you provide shelter 

for the shelter less?  Did you help the oppressed or marginalized 

have equal and equitable access to all resources?  Did you do 

anything to help preserve the earth?” 

   

Theologian, Barbara A.K. Lundblad says, “Let’s start over and 

let’s get rid of the negative labels before the story unfolds.”   

Barbara’s rewrite reads: Ten young women took their lamps and 

went to meet the bridegroom. As they walked together, they 

asked one another, ‘Did you bring extra oil? You know it could 

be a long night! 

 

Don’t you hear how changing the beginning will change the end?  

In “Tending God’s Light” we remember to care for one another to 
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help each other plan for the future.  We ask the simple thoughtful 

question: “What do you need to keep going?” 

 

Barbara shared a story that could easily be my story or yours:  

Friends of hers lost their son to cancer at a young age. They were 

overwhelmed with grief, and the light of faith seemed an ember 

ready to go out.   Her friends shared, “We went to church,” “but 

we couldn’t sing.”  Oh my!  This was not even during 

COVIDLand.  We all can relate to not being able to sing 

congregationally because it could cause illness or worse death to 

someone in the congregation.   Nevertheless, they kept going 

Sunday after Sunday. Just like us.  But they couldn’t sing because 

they hearts were so broken.  They felt so bad and beat themselves 

up with, “Did we do the right thing?” Should we have sought 

another opinion? 

 

 They felt broken and foolish- questioning if they lacked good 

sense, judgment, or wisdom in coordinating the care and medical 

support for their child.   Yet, they showed up every Sunday.   It 

had been planted in them- wisdom will meet you at the gates/ the 

doors of the place of worship.  It had been planted in them- set 

their hopes in God.  It had been planted in them- 

do not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of 

doing, but encourage one another and all the more as you see 

the Day approaching. (Hebrews 10: 25, NIV)  

  

Death of a child can feel like the end of times to parents.  They 

showed up every Sunday.  Sat down, listened, cried, prayed.  

Their hearts were too broken to sing, but the community sang for 

them.  They allowed the community to surround them with their 

presence, not only through songs, but with their smiles and nods 

of their heads, and yes, before COVID, with their hugs and 

handshakes.   They listened to the songs of worship and let the 

music lift them up above their pain, and feelings of not enough, 

until they could again join in and sing the congregational songs. 

 

In Barbara’s rewrite of this parable, she asks: “instead of labeling 

one another wise or foolish, can we enter this parable together, 
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asking what oil we need to keep the light of faith burning?”   What do 

you need to keep the light of faith burning?  We tend God’s light with 

relationships, with community connection.  We light one another’s 

lamps.  We help each other to be the light of the world. 

 

We all get tired and nod off.  When we start the journey together, 

check on each other.  Do you have what you need for the long haul?  

Receive the question with love and stop and review what’s in your 

backpack.  Don’t be afraid or ashamed to say. “I think I have what I 

need, would you please run down the list and let me check?” 

 

Love, care, compassion is the oil that keeps the lantern burning 

bright. Sometimes the oil that is needed is the faith of others to 

surround you when all you can do is show up.  Sometimes the oil that 

is needed are the familiar rituals and traditions of church when we 

arrive with facial coverings, physically distanced not able to sing 

your favorite song. 

 

Tending God’s light means we do not forget to celebrate and to share 

the joy of celebration. 

  
Thomas Merton, was described by Alan Jacobs with the New Yorker 

as “a person in motion who seeks stillness; the monk who wants to 

belong to the world; the famous person who wants to be unknown.”  

Merton was an American Trappist monk, writer, theologian, mystic, 

poet, social activist, and scholar of comparative religion.  Listen to 

his rewrite of the parable, which he titled, “The Five Virgins:” 

 

 There were five howling (or scatter-brained) virgins 

 Who came 

 To the Wedding of the Lamb 

 With their disabled motorcycles 

 And their oil tanks 

 Empty. 

 But since they knew how 

 To dance 

 A person says to them 

 To stay anyhow. 

 And there you have it, 
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 There were five noisy virgins 

 Without gas 

 But looking good 

 In the traffic of the dance. (but well-involved in the action 

  of the dance) 

 Consequently 

 There were ten virgins 

 At the Wedding of the Lamb. 

 

 Because of all that the Son is, we have been given one 

blessing after another. The Law was given by Moses, but Jesus 

Christ brought us undeserved kindness and truth. No one has 

ever seen God. The only Son, who is truly God and is closest to 

the Creator, has shown us what God is like.  (John 1: 16-18) 

 

Jesus taught in parables to show us what God is like.  I’m quite 

sure Matthew had his reasons why he taught the parable in this 

way.  Perhaps the message was only to the women in his 

community during his day.  Thank God, the Word is a living 

document, and the Holy Spirit continues to open our hearts and 

minds to see the light that shines for us today.   

 

Choose the script that will keep the fire burning and empower 

someone else to flip the script to “Tend God’s Light.” 

 

Shalom! 

Pastor Alberta 
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Scriptures 
 

Psalm 78:1-7 (NRSV) 
 

God’s Goodness and Israel’s Ingratitude 

Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; 

    incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

I will open my mouth in a parable; 

    I will utter dark sayings from of old, 

things that we have heard and known, 

    that our ancestors have told us. 

We will not hide them from their children; 

    we will tell to the coming generation 

the glorious deeds of the LORD, and his might, 

    and the wonders that he has done. 

He established a decree in Jacob, 

    and appointed a law in Israel, 

which he commanded our ancestors 

    to teach to their children; 

that the next generation might know them, 

    the children yet unborn, 

and rise up and tell them to their children, 

    so that they should set their hope in God, 

and not forget the works of God, 

    but keep his commandments. 

 

Apocrypha: Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-16 

Wisdom is radiant and unfading, 

 and she is easily discerned by those who love her, 

 and is found by those who seek her. 

She hastens to make herself known to those who desire her. 

One who rises early to seek her will have no difficulty, 

 for she will be found sitting at the gate. 

To fix one’s thought on her is perfect understanding, and one who is 

 vigilant on her account will soon be free from care, 

 because she goes about seeking those worthy of her, 

 and she graciously appears to them in their paths, 

And meets them in every thought. 
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Scriptures (continued) 
 

Matthew 25:1-13 (NRSV) 

 

The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids 
 

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this.  

Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 

Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish 

took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took 

flasks of oil with their lamps.  

As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and 

slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 

bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’  

Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps.  

The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our 

lamps are going out.’  

But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for 

us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’  

And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who 

were ready went with him into the wedding banquet;  

and the door was shut.  

Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to 

us.’  

But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’  

Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 


