
  

 

 

First Sunday of Advent, November 29, 2020 

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

   Sermon                 Pastor Alberta 

I Believe in the Sun: Hope for Tomorrow 
Scriptures - Isaiah 40:1-11; Mark 1:1-15  

 

Kyrie eleison! 

Christe elesion! 

Lord have mercy! 

Christ have mercy! 

 

Comfort, O Comfort my people 

Cries from prayers to the God who hears.   

Cries from the hearts and souls of those who wait,  

those who are weeping, those who mourn. 

 

We begin our Advent journey with headlines reading:    

Covid-19 and climate change make hurricanes more 

devasting for Latin America 

New COVID-19 cases surge in Vermont 

 

We also see the headline reminding us of the face of a six-year-

old girl sitting on the shoulders of NBA star Stephen Jackson, as 

peaceful crowds speak out against systemic racism/ police 
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violence after the death of her father. Gianna Floyd, George 

Floyd’s daughter, spreads her arms wide and says, “Daddy 

Changed the world!”  May George Floyd’s death not be in vain. 

 

I believe even when the sun doesn’t shine and the mask I wear is 

tears. 

Lord have mercy upon us / Christ have mercy upon us. 

 

The prophet Isaiah’s message is encouraging the Jews in Exile - 

after his death.  A voice from the grave rises up to speak hope.  

How can that be?   

 

We experience this weekly. The voices that ring out from 

Scriptures.  Most of the music we hear, the composer has died.  

Their arrangements and chords envelope us; transporting us to 

another place-for a little while; allowing us to breathe deep or 

shed a tear, clap our hands, move our heads from side to side. 

Encourage us to move on.  

 

Defiant Requiem.   Defiant! Requiem? 

Why or how would a mass for the dead-a requiem, be defiant- a 

bold resistance to authority?  

When it is sung by Jewish prisoners during the Holocaust.  

  

Today, breath needed to sing our feelings-joy, sorrow, doubt, 

fears- can possibly cause us harm if not sung behind a shield or 

with nose and mouth covered.  

 

Music has a long history of being the mechanism used during 

oppressed times by oppressed people: Africans, transported on 

the trans-Atlantic slave trade. Remember “Wade in the Water” 

and “Go Down Moses?”  Latin Americans may sing “Hombre 

Gris” a reminder that police brutality runs disproportionately in 

black and brown communities.  Our Native American sisters and 

brothers may sing, “Now that the Buffalo is Gone.”   

  

Not being able to inhale, allowing your diaphragm to contract and 

make room for your lungs to expand and then exhaling giving 
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your lungs the power to release air; the air with your breath, 

abdominal muscles, diaphragm, back muscles and the muscles  

between your ribs to give out that sound that vocal power that 

represents feelings that perhaps your own words cannot express, 

not being able to do this as a community of faith is the oppression 

put upon us by the coronavirus.  Yet, our ears hear the words, and 

our hearts receive the transformation of listening to the poetry 

sung by our soloist and played by our musicians.  

 

 “I Believe Even When…”  Our theme song during this advent 

season is based on an anonymous poem, believed to be written by 

a Jewish person hiding from the Nazis in the 1940’s.   

 

Defiant Requiem is a documentary about life at Terezin 

Concentration Camp during WW11 - a transit camp for Czech 

Jews whom the Germans deported to killing centers, 

concentration camps, and forced-labor camps in German-

occupied Poland, Belorussia, and the Baltic States. It was a ghetto

-labor camp, used by the National Socialist German Workers 

during their time in power to segregate, oppress, and persecute 

Jews, gypsies, and same gendered loving persons. The 

documentary Defiant Requiem portrays how music can get us 

through anything, even the threat of death, loss of loved ones, and 

being controlled by outside forces.   

 

A young Czech conductor, Rafael Schächter was arrested and 

sent to Terezin in 1941.  Each prisoner was allowed to bring a 

limited amount of their personal possessions and had to be able to 

carry it themselves.  Schachter took his prize possession, Verdi’s 

Requiem composed by Giuseppe Verdi, an agnostic in memory of 

a dear friend and public hero, poet and novelist Alessandro 

Manzoni who died in 1873. 

 

Schächter found a piano in a basement and began gathering the 

others together after working 10 to 15 hours a day to sing familiar 

songs.  Singing restored their dignity, reminded them of who they 

were.   
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The Terezin Camp held mostly artists, writers, musicians, singers, 

actresses-the people who represented the arts and culture of the 

day that had been banned.  Music was the antidote to the prison 

mentality: to fight against subservience and hopelessness. 

 

Verdi’s Requiem, a Catholic mass for four soloists, double choir, 

and orchestra, was sung by Jewish prisoners to honor their dead 

and sing judgment to their oppressors. It was not only defiant, but 

almost impossible.  But Schächter gathered people to form a 

choir, with a single piano, to sing this requiem opera; to give the 

oppressed people of God a voice to raise up and not be afraid in 

front of their captors.  Yes, the guards thought they were being 

entertained, but those voices rose up to shake a finger at them to 

say:   

  

The day of wrath, that day will dissolve the world in ashes, 

as David and the Sibyl prophesied. How great will be the 

terror, when the Judge comes who will smash everything 

completely! The trumpet, scattering a marvelous sound 

through the tombs of every land, will gather all before the 

throne. 

  

The day of wrath that would dissolve the world in ashes were 

words of hope for justice.  The prophets David and the female 

prophets called sibyls had spoken!  

 

Sung in Latin to German soldiers by Jewish prisoners was God’s 

way of providing a nonviolent way to protest, to have hope for a 

future. God’s way of soothing those who suffer. God’s way of 

using all things for the good of God’s people.  

 

The writer of the first gospel message was an African born in 

Cyrene, modern-day Libya.  Mark was a young boy during Jesus’ 

ministry.  He traveled with Peter, Paul, and Barnabas.  He 

interpreted for Peter.  He founded a church in Alexandria, Egypt 

and was killed because he was a Christian.   Mark wrote down the 

stories he was told.  Mark’s ministry message was Jesus the 

Messiah has come to save all people, not just the Jews but 
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Gentiles, too.  Mark knew all persons needed to understand to follow 

Jesus, to believe in equality, equity, and access to all the resources 

God has provided. He knew this will sometimes result in suffering for 

the marginalized and suffering for advocates of love, care, and 

compassion.  The prisoners at Terezin believed in the God who sent 

good news to the Jews and Gentiles.  

 

Mark begins his message with the shout:  

 This is the beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ,  

 the Son of God. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

     who will prepare your way; 
   the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

    Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” 

 

The Advent journey is to expect, look, wait, hope, prepare.  Advent 

2020 is most challenging because we cannot gather and sing, and our 

oppressor is invisible until it strikes.  Yet God says fill the night with 

music and light.  We use the technology that God has provided, and 

we will see and hear the Messiah, the story of the Gospel / the Good 

News to give God alone the glory! 

 

The incarcerated Jews at Terezin, in the midst of seeing thousands 

each day killed, and sent away; in the midst of seeing the children 

present one day and the next day gone sang: 

 

Deliver me, O Lord, from eternal death on that awful day, when 

the heavens and the earth  shall be moved: when you will come 

to judge the world by fire. I tremble, and I fear the judgment 

and the wrath to come, when the heavens and the earth shall be 

moved. The day of wrath, that day of calamity and misery; a 

great and bitter day, indeed.. 

Grant them eternal rest, O Lord, and may perpetual light shine 

upon them.  

Deliver me, Lord, from eternal death on that awful day. Deliver 

me, O Lord, when the heavens and the earth shall be moved; 

when you will come to judge the world by fire.  Deliver me, 

Lord, from eternal death on that awful day. Deliver me.  
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“Deliver me” they sang in Latin to the God who hears in all 

languages.  “Deliver me” they prayed in song with uplifted voices 

to their captors.  With voices they believed God heard. 

 

Kyrie eleison! 

Christe elesion! 

Lord have mercy! 

Christ have mercy! 

 

Listening, singing, playing music will always point us towards 

the son-s-o-n and lift our heads to the sun-s-u-n.  Remember, this 

is just the beginning of the Good News: wait, expect, look, 

prepare: fill the night with music and light. God is comforting us-

look, receive, believe…even when… 

 

Rev. Dr. Alberta Wallace 
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Scriptures 
 

Isaiah 40:1-11 … God’s People Are Comforted 

 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 

   that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, 

   that she has received from the LORD’s hand  

   double for all her sins. 

A voice cries out: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 

    make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, 

    and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

    and the rough places a plain. 

Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

    and all people shall see it together, 

    for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 

The grass withers, the flower fades, 

    when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 

    surely the people are grass. 

The grass withers, the flower fades; 

    but the word of our God will stand forever. 

Get you up to a high mountain, 

    O Zion, herald of good tidings;[a]
 

lift up your voice with strength, 

    O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,[b]
 

    lift it up, do not fear; 

say to the cities of Judah, 

    “Here is your God!” 

See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; 

his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 

    he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2040:1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18430a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2040:1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18430b
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Scriptures (continued) 
 

Mark 1:1-15 

 

The Proclamation of John the Baptist 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

    who will prepare your way; 

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

    ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’” 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism 

of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole 

Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 

him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 

sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt 

around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 

“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 

worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have bap-

tized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

The Baptism of Jesus 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized 

by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, 

he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove 

on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Be-

loved; with you I am well pleased.”  

 

The Temptation of Jesus 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He 

was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with 

the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.  

 

The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the 

good news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the king-

dom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 


