
  

 

 

Second Sunday of Advent, December 6, 2020 

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

   Sermon                 Pastor Alberta 

I Believe in Love: Daring Right Relationship 
Scriptures - Isaiah 7:1-14; Matthew 1:1-23  

 

The genesis of Jesus.  Where he came from. His family tree.  All 

the people God used, going back 14 generations. 14 generations: 

prostitutes, adulterers, murderers even, and foreigners - people 

who were not Israelites.  All kinds of people were used; all kinds 

of people played a part in ushering Love into the world.   

  

Love was not based on gender or social status or moral 

uprightness, however that was defined.  Love was relationship 

building by people with questions seeking answers; by people 

who were afraid; by people who were wicked; by people who 

were rich in material things and people who were poor in spirit.   

God uses anybody and everybody to usher in Love.  

 

Bishop Michael Curry, the descendant of enslaved Africans 

brought to North America by way of the trans-Atlantic slave 

routes, is the first African American to serve as presiding bishop 

in the Episcopal Church. To the majority of the world, he became 

famous after his message on love delivered at the wedding of 
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Prince Harry and Meghan Markle.  His latest book is titled, Love 

is the Way:  Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times.  

  

We started our advent journey by lighting the candle of hope.  

This journey requires us to wait expectantly; to walk the 40-day 

journey looking forward for that bright star that will shine upon 

the place where the baby Jesus will lay.   

 

Why are we so excited about a child?  A child cannot give you 

anything; or can they? 

  

Children were often signs of hope in the first century.  We gush 

over children today.  Innocent, untainted, still have their whole 

lives ahead of them; we look at them and smile about their future 

and remember our own journey to adulthood. 

 

It made no sense for the prophet Isaiah to take his son with him to 

speak a word of encouragement to King Ahaz.  Why would you 

take your child with you when you are going to talk to a wicked 

man, who refuses to listen to words of hope and encouragement?  

Did Isaiah want his son to witness how love seeks out 

relationships with strange folk for the purpose of sharing love and 

hope?  Or was it for King Ahaz?  Perhaps Isaiah was hoping this 

wicked man would remember children are a sign of hope and 

receive the message Isaiah had for him from God? 

 

Relationship building. Partnerships are important.  Whatever God 

has for you to do you cannot do it alone.   

 

Bishop Curry chose Sara Grace as his creative partner, a white 

female whose gift is developing relationships with others who 

have a message of love to share. Bishop Curry states in his book, 

“Love creates room and space for others, “the other,” to be.”  Sara 

Grace’s website has many accolades of how she is able to 

decrease for the other to increase.  Sara Grace is an embodiment 

of grace:  grace makes space.  
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Let’s not forget Joseph.  He received the message sent to him, 

listened, and changed his mind.  Joseph, a righteousness man, 

did not follow the law of the land, but the grace of God. 

 

The prophet Isaiah showed us an example of grace in his 

encounter with the wicked, hardheaded King Ahaz who was in 

too big a hurry to join forces to terrorize people for selfish gain. 

Isaiah pleaded with him not to panic, to keep his cool.  Those 

whom he thought had power were all talk and no substance.  

  

Isaiah went to this wicked man on behalf of God.  Isaiah told 

him to test God, if you don’t believe me say what you need as 

proof and God will provide it.  King Ahaz appeared to be pious 

when he said, “Oh no, I wouldn’t dare to test God.”  Maybe he 

was trying to follow the Law given in Deuteronomy. (I doubt 

it.) 

  

Here is the prophet Isaiah speaking to wicked and evil on behalf 

of God, with his son present. Wicked and evil refuse to listen 

and the prophet Isaiah speaks to him in the future tense—you 

are the House of David, evil, wicked, and hardheaded and God 

will still send you a sign of hope.   

  

When you dare to be in relationship, when you are called to 

speak to evil and wickedness, hold on to what God has said.  

Stand firm, deliver your message of hope, speak about how 

things will be different when love grows.   

 

Bishop Curry states in his book:  

Love is a firm commitment to act for the well-being of 

someone other than yourself. It can be personal or 

political, individual, or communal, intimate or public. 

Love will not be segregated to the private, personal 

precincts of life.  

 

“Girls on the Wall,” is a documentary about a group of 

incarcerated teenage girls who are given a shot at redemption in 
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a most unlikely form: a musical. Heather Ross, the producer and 

director, dared to form relationships with girls who grew up 

outside of the mainstream.  Their family tree included addicted 

parents; they were raised in crack houses, abandoned by adults, 

raised by the social service system. 

 

 Ross partnered with Meade Palidofsky, who introduces herself as 

“Ms. P.”   Ms. P is a playwright and lyricist with a passion to help 

young people find their voice and to tell their story through 

performance art:  acting, poetry, music, painting, and dance.  

 

Heather Ross and Ms. P spent nine months visiting the inmates at 

Warrenville Correctional Facility in Illinois creating a musical 

based on the lives of these incarcerated teenage girls.  The girls 

were guided to write in their journals about their past and then to 

share with their peers shameful secrets, re-living and dramatizing 

their crimes.  Heather Ross and Ms. P guided these young girls on 

their journey of transformation.  The dark secrets of abuse; the 

doubts of love of self and most importantly feeling unloved by 

family moved into the light of healing, restoration of self-dignity, 

and a view of themselves as imperfect lovable creatures made in 

the image of God.  When they hit the stage to sing, recite, and act 

in front of their families and prison staff, the light of healing 

within them was cast off and everyone experienced love. 

 

 Love is action not sleepy, sentiment, or sedative. 

 Love is a commitment to seek the good  

 and to work for the good and welfare of others.    

      Love is the Way:  Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times.   

 

Holding on to hope. Hope alone makes us stand with tear-

streaked faces looking at the horizon.  It’s beautiful and it’s warm 

and comforts us for the moment.  But love moves our feet; opens 

our mouths to speak, and keeps us focused on moving hope into a 

growing reality. This requires faith, trust in what you have been 

taught love looks like/ and what love acts like.  Love is outward 

focused.  That’s why we have to dare to form relationships, 

partnerships with sometimes strange folks so that love can grow.  
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Love is indeed the way.  2020 is getting closer to the end.  I believe 

everyone would shout, Hallelujah!  Hope is on the horizon for a 

vaccine to stop the invisible enemy, but it will take love to educate on 

the benefits of taking the vaccine; it will take love in designing the 

distribution plan; and it will take love to show us who we need to 

partner with to move hope in the direction of growing and moving 

love.   

 

Bishop Curry says: 

If hope and faith are the wind and sails, standing ready to be 

moved; love is the rudder. It’s God’s GPS. 

 

Hope is shining bright. Love has joined hope. Here we go! 

 

I believe in love: daring relationships; fill the night with music and 

light. 

 

Rev. Dr. Alberta Wallace 
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Scriptures 
 

Isaiah 7:1-14 (as translated by The Voice) 
 

Narrator: Let us hear the prophet Isaiah from chapter 7, verses 1—14 

as translated by The Voice. The stump remains: a testament to what 

the people used to be, a promise of what is to come. 
 

Voice One:  When Ahaz (Uzziah’s grandson, Jotham’s son) was king here 

in the Southern Kingdom of Judah, a coalition of two other kings—Pekah 

(Remaliah’s son) from the Northern Kingdom (also called Israel and 

Ephraim) and Rezin from Aram (which is Syria)—determined to attack our 

capital Jerusalem. But they failed to take it. This is what happened: When 

our royal house (descended from David) heard that Aram was in league 

with Ephraim against us, the king was terrified. The news shook the hearts 

of the people like trees in the wind. So the Eternal told Isaiah to get 

involved. 
 

Voice 2:  God said to Isaiah: Catch up with Ahaz at the end of the stream 

that comes out of the upper pool—you know, the one at the highway where 

they wash and bleach cloth. And bring your son who’s named Shear-

jashub (which means “Returning Remnant”). Tell Ahaz, “Keep your wits 

about you. Stay calm. Don’t panic just because those two angry northerners, 

Rezin of Aram and Pekah (Remaliah’s son), threaten you and say: ‘Let’s 

march against Judah, terrorize the people, overthrow it, and set up Tabeel’s 

son as our puppet king.’” 
 

Narrator:  God promised that David’s dynasty would continue forever. 

Since Ahaz is of David’s line, he should be confident before the threat. 

But he needs the support of God’s prophet.  Here is what the Eternal 

Lord has to say. 
 

Voice 2:  The prophet Isaiah says a word from the Eternal God  to Ahaz:  

It’s not going to work; what they determine is not going to happen. The 

head of Aram is Damascus, and its head is King Rezin; 

Ephraim’s head is Samaria, and its king is Remaliah’s son. 

Ephraim will fall apart as a nation and as a people within 65 years. 

Now then, if you don’t hold firm, if you don’t believe, you will not remain 

firm. 
 

Narrator:  God, The Eternal One also said this to our king, Ahaz 

through the prophet Isaiah.   
 

Voice 2: Ask for proof, a sign from the Eternal your God. Go ahead,  ask 

anything, anything at all; it can be high as heaven or as deep as the place of 

the dead. 
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Voice 3:  Ahaz responded: No way. I wouldn’t dare to ask, to test God, the 

Eternal One. 

 

Voice 2:  Isaiah says to Ahaz: Listen then. You are none other than the 

house of David, the one who inherited God’s promise of permanent 

kingship for David’s descendants. Is it so easy to be a bore to people that 

you would exhaust God’s patience too? Suit yourself. The Lord will give 

you a proof-sign anyway: See, a young maiden will conceive. She will give 

birth to a son and name Him Immanuel, that is, “God with us.” 

 

Matthew 1:1-23 (as translated by The Voice) 
 

Narrator:  Hear the Gospel message today with uplifted hearts 

translated by The Voice.  Listen to the Gospel according to Matthew 

1:1 -23.  This is the story of Jesus the Son of David, the Anointed One, 

as told by Matthew, a disciple of the Lord. Now this account has been 

recorded for all those children of Abraham who have become followers 

of the true heir of the line of David so that they may know in whom 

they have believed. Because of the common Jewish heritage, Jesus of 

Nazareth can be understood—His miraculous healings, countless 

teachings filled with parables, righteous life, and lineage traced back to 

Abraham—as the One the prophets have spoken of since the early 

days. 

This same Jesus is the One whom the Jews have been waiting for all 

these years. From the time when John was ritually cleansing people 

through baptism in the Jordan, as a sign of rethinking their lives of sin, 

to the wonderfully inspired teaching on the mountain in Galilee, 

throughout His parables, in His horrible death, and after His 

marvelous resurrection just days later, Jesus Himself is the King of the 

kingdom of heaven whom He taught about. There is no one like Jesus. 

The prophets of old looked for Him, David sang of Him, and Jewish 

leaders feared Him. He is the great King, the Teacher of wisdom, and 

the Prophet that Moses said was coming into the world. 

The story begins with the lineage that establishes Jesus as the true Son 

of David. 
 

Voice One:  This is the family history, the genealogy, of Jesus the 

Anointed, the coming King. You will see in this history that Jesus is 

descended from King David, and that He is also descended from Abraham. 
 

Narrator:  It begins with Abraham, whom God called into a special, 

chosen, covenanted relationship, and who was the founding father of 

the nation of Israel. 
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Voice One:  Abraham was the father of Isaac; Isaac was the father of Jacob; 

Jacob was the father of Judah and of Judah’s 11 brothers; Judah was the 
father of Perez and Zerah (and Perez and Zerah’s mother was Tamar); 
 

Narrator:  Tamar was Judah’s widowed daughter-in-law; she dressed 

up like a prostitute and seduced her father-in-law, all so she could keep 

this very family line alive. 
 

Voice One:  Perez was the father of Hezron; Hezron was the father of 

Ram; Ram was the father of Amminadab; Amminadab was the father of 

Nahshon; Nahshon was the father of Salmon; Salmon was the father of Boaz 

(and Boaz’s mother was Rahab); 
 

Narrator:  Rahab was a Canaanite prostitute who heroically hid 

Israelite spies from hostile authorities who wanted to kill them. 
 

Voice One:  Boaz was the father of Obed (his mother was Ruth, a Moabite 

woman who converted to the Hebrew faith); Obed was the father of 

Jesse; and Jesse was the father of David, who was the king of the nation of 

Israel. David was the father of Solomon (his mother was Bathsheba, and 

she was married to a man named Uriah); 
 

Narrator:  Solomon’s mother was Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, a soldier 

in David’s army. She was bathing in her courtyard one evening when 

David spied her and became interested in her. Later Bathsheba got 

pregnant during an adulterous liaison with David, so David had Uriah 

killed in battle and then married his widow. David and Bathsheba’s first 

baby died, but later Bathsheba got pregnant again and gave birth to 

Solomon. 
 

Voice One:  Solomon was the father of Rehoboam; Rehoboam was the 

father of Abijah; Abijah was the father of Asa; Asa was the father of 

Jehoshaphat; Jehoshaphat was the father of Joram; Joram was the father of 

Uzziah; Uzziah was the father of Jotham; Jotham was the father of Ahaz; 

Ahaz was the father of Hezekiah; Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh; 

Manasseh was the father of Amon; Amon was the father of Josiah; Josiah 

was the father of Jeconiah and his brothers, and Josiah’s family lived at the 

time when God’s chosen people of Israel were deported from the promised 

land to Babylon. 
 

Voice 2:  After the deportation to Babylon, Jeconiah had a son, Shealtiel. 

Shealtiel was the father of Zerubbabel; Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud; 

Abiud was the father of Eliakim; Eliakim was the father of Azor; Azor was 

the father of Zadok; Zadok was the father of Achim; Achim was the father of 

Eliud; Eliud was the father of Eleazar; Eleazar was the father of Matthan; 

Matthan was the father of Jacob; Jacob was the father of Joseph, who  
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married a woman named Mary. It was Mary who gave birth to Jesus, and it 

is Jesus who is the Savior, the Anointed One. 
 

Voice 1:  Abraham and David were linked with 14 generations, 14 

generations link David to the Babylonian exile, and 14 more take us from 

the exile to the birth of the Anointed. 
 

Narrator:  This long genealogy is given for a good reason: to show how 

this Jesus fulfills the prophecies that tell us the Anointed One will be a 

descendant of Abraham and of David. 

Some of the women in Jesus’ line are given to show how God is 

gracious to everyone, even to prostitutes and adulterers. Because some 

of the women listed weren’t Israelites, but were strangers and 

foreigners, they foreshadow all the foreigners God will adopt into His 

church through Jesus. Some of the children in God’s family are 

conceived under strange circumstances (like Tamar’s twins being 

conceived as she played the harlot, and like King Solomon being born 

to adulterous parents). Now that it has been established this is an 

unusual family, what happens next shouldn’t be a surprise—the 

conception of a baby under very strange circumstances. 
 

Voice One:  So here, finally, is the story of the birth of Jesus the 

Anointed[a] (it is quite a remarkable story): 

Mary was engaged to marry Joseph, son of David. They hadn’t married. 

And yet, some time well before their wedding date, Mary learned that she 

was pregnant by the Holy Spirit. Joseph, because he was kind and 

upstanding and honorable, wanted to spare Mary shame. He did not wish 

to cause her more embarrassment than necessary. 
 

Narrator:  This is remarkable, because Mary has never had sex. She and 

Joseph have not even spent very much time alone, but they are pledged to 

each other and their wedding feast has been planned. She has never even 

kissed a man. She is a virgin, yet she is pregnant. Miraculous! On the other 

hand, Joseph suspects that Mary has cheated on him and had sex with 

another man. He knows he will have to break their engagement, but he 

decides to do this quietly. Mary understands that it is God, in the Person of 

the Holy Spirit, who has made her pregnant. 
 

Voice 2:  Now when Joseph had decided to act on his instincts, a 

messenger of the Lord came to him in a dream.  The messenger of the Lord 

said to Joseph:   

Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to wed Mary and bring her into 

your home and family as your wife. She did not sneak off and sleep with 

someone else—rather, she conceived the baby she now carries through the 

miraculous wonderworking of the Holy Spirit. She will have a son, and 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+1%3A+1-25&version=VOICE#fen-VOICE-22462a
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you will name Him Jesus, which means “the Lord saves,” because this 

Jesus is the person who will save all of His people from sin. 
 

Voice One:  Joseph woke up from his dream and did exactly what the 

messenger had told him to do: he married Mary and brought her into his 

home as his wife (though he did not consummate their marriage until 

after her son was born). And when the baby was born, Joseph named 

Him Jesus, Savior. 

Years and years ago, Isaiah, a prophet of Israel, foretold the story of 

Mary, Joseph, and Jesus: 

A virgin will conceive and bear a Son, and His name will be Immanuel 

(which is a Hebrew name that means “God with us”). 
 

Narrator:  This is the Word of God for the people of God.  
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