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Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

   Sermon                 Pastor Alberta 

I Believe in God: Ode to Joy 
Scriptures - Isaiah 57:14-19; Luke 1:1-4; 26-56  

 

Raise your voice! Don’t be afraid!  God will use anybody and 

everybody to usher in Love.  Love is the rudder that makes hope 

seen in the world. 
 

When you fill the night, with music and light:  night is that space 

where hope is lost; night is fear; night is the spaces where faith is 

absent, where you can no longer trust what you have been taught. 

To fill those places with music: the melodies, the rhythms, and 

harmonies; you, your life, your world, and all others who 

intersect with you are moved to a new place; a place that 

transcends your lived reality for a little while and can be the 

mechanism to make new realties concrete. 
 

We have always known music heals and transforms.  The 

emotional responses to different rhythms and melodies changes 

our mood; changes our emotional outlook; changes our spiritual 

health-that feeling of peace with life and having hope and comfort 

even in hardest times.  Theologian and mystic Kahlil Gibran  
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explains, “Music is the language of the spirit.  It opens the secret of 

life bringing peace, abolishing strife.” 
 

A research project by Sandra da Rosa in 2014 presented to the 

International Association of Semiotic Studies (the study of signs and 

symbols, where music is one of the five semiotic systems included 

with visual, spatial, linguistic, and gestures) concluded music is a 

way of representing the world; music is a way of relating to the 

world; and music can be the mechanism in making new worlds. 
 

As we fill the night with music and light during this Advent season, 

let’s remember light is being the truth; light is being love; light is 

being wisdom, bringing knowledge and direction; and light is being 

courage and being courageous enough to follow the ways of Jesus 

saying boldly, “I believe in God; I believe even when…” 
 

Even when, a young girl; a young pregnant girl; a young pregnant 

girl who was not married; a young pregnant girl who was not married 

and had never been with a man is chosen to give birth to the Messiah. 
 

I believe in God, even when an old woman thought to be infertile/

barren in her old age becomes pregnant and the young pregnant girl 

who was not married and had never been with a man causes the child 

in the old woman’s womb to leap when Mary enters the home.  I 

believe in God, even when it does not make sense and there is no 

science to support that these were the beginning events of the 

Messiah, from the womb making new worlds, signified by 

linguistics/poems we have set to music to communicate more 

rightfully what has happened and what is going on beyond what has 

already been set in motion. 
 

I believe the “Ode of the Theotokos;” the “Canticle of Mary,” set to 

music to exclaim “my soul magnifies the Lord.” 
 

I can hear Mary, the young woman who is pregnant and has never 

been with a man; I can hear her singing with joy or delirium; her life 

is changed by a chance meeting with an angel; I can hear her singing, 

drunk on praise, prayerfully raising her voice-only singing can help 

you make sense of things that don’t make sense.  
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Here is Mary, filling the night-that space where there is fear and 

hope; Mary is filling the night with love of God, trusting in what she 

cannot see, but believing in what she has been taught and 

courageously declaring: 
 

My soul proclaims your greatness, O God, and my spirit rejoices 

in you, my Savior.  For you have looked with favor upon your 

lowly servant, and from this day forward all generations will call 

me blessed.  For you, the Almighty, have done great things for 

me, and holy is your Name. Your mercy reaches from age to age 

for those who fear you. You have shown strength with your arm, 

you have scattered the proud in their conceit, you have deposed 

the mighty from their thrones and raised the lowly to high places, 

you have filled the hungry with good things, while you have sent 

the rich away empty. You have come to the aid of Israel your 

servant, mindful of your mercy—the promise you made to our 

ancestors-to Sarah and Abraham and their descendants forever. 

 

Glory be to the Divine Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Spirit; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 

without end. A-men. 

Amen, Mary! 
 

It’s the 3rd Sunday of Advent.  We have walked in hope; love is 

moving and growing in the womb; and joy, joy, joy is erupting from 

the depths of our soul, leaping from the womb of one who was called 

barren, but Mary’s song of justice says favor is upon the lowly. It is 

almost time! 
 

God has chosen the vehicle to deliver God’s son to the world.  We are 

reminded that God will use anybody and everybody to usher Love 

into the world.  The prophet Isaiah said the Holy One will refresh the 

humble and give new courage to those with repentant hearts. A 

repentant heart is joyful in and with defiance showing the works of 

salvation -healing, deliverance from chains on the minds, hearts, and 

souls of humanity. A repentant heart is seen in one’s actions. 
 

It’s been 235 years since the poem “Ode to Joy” was written by 

German poet, playwright, and historian Friedrich Schiller.   It’s been 

almost 200 years since Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony was performed 
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turning this poetic drinking song into the most powerful music ever 

written. This was the chosen music used to celebrate the end of strife, 

the end of war and to unify opposing forces. 
 

Following the Ninth: In the Footsteps of Beethoven's Final Symphony 

is a documentary about its global impact: another example of how 

music represents the world, relates to the world, and can be the vehicle 

in making new worlds. It was reported that Beethoven wrote a letter to 

his best friend Franz Wegler in 1800 stating: “...when the prosperity of 

our fatherland has improved, then my art must be directed towards the 

benefit of the poor. O happy moment, and how lucky I consider 

myself that I can contribute to this aim, that I myself can bring it to 

pass!”   
 

In 1800, Beethoven writing to his friend sounded like Mary’s, “O my 

soul magnifies the Lord!” 
 

Over the course of Beethoven’s life, Europe was undergoing dramatic 

political change. The collapse of the Holy Roman Empire, the 

upheaval of the French Revolution, the rise and fall of Napoleon, the 

breakaway of the American colonies from Britain, and the birth of the 

Industrial Revolution all unfolded in Beethoven’s lifetime.  Saying yes 

to the movement to improve human condition is a mark of living out 

one’s salvation- doing what you can with what God has given you to 

promote freedom and healing from oppressive regimes. 
 

Beethoven was a genius musician and composer, hearing-challenged 

by the time he was 28 and totally deaf by age 44 or 45.  About 50 

years old when the 9th symphony was performed, 3 years before his 

death.  
 

One conductor remarked that the first movement is painfully slow, 

reminding him of the wait for hope.  Another explained the music was 

not about Beethoven but the story of living in community and 

defending humanity in front of God.  
  
Almost 200 years since its first performance and each conductor 

interviewed related to the music with the question, “Who is our other; 

where is the tension in the world today; what do we introduce now to 

defend humanity in front of God?” 

http://www.followingtheninth.com/
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The music is not static, it does not belong to one period of music 

history. For 200 years it has given courage to the lowly and caused 

the mighty to question their might.  The conductors interviewed each 

shared they bring their own culture to the Ninth; representing the 

world each conductor represented-their world and their age, even 

classical and electronics; all reported harnessing the energy of the era 

it was written and sending it out expecting new life to come from the 

gift of the Spirit. 
 

NPR in 2014 introduced the interview with Kerry Candaele, director, 

and producer of the documentary with the statement:    

  DECEPTIVE CADENCE 

  The 'Ode To Joy' As A Call To Action. 
 

Music can be a call to action, a universal vehicle for transformation.  

Music helps us wait; moves us forward; gives us courage and soothes 

our doubts. 
  
 I believe in God: Ode to joy!  Joy enters your bloodstream and 

changes who you are.  Joy is not the same as happiness; joy comes 

with human thriving, even within difficult circumstances. 
 

This is an English translation of one part of Schiller’s Ode to Joy, a 

familiar version of the poem used by Beethoven in his 9th symphony: 
 

  Joy! A spark of fire from heaven, 

  Daughter from Elysium,  

  Drunk with fire we dare to enter, 

  Holy One, inside your shrine. 

  Your magic power binds together, 

  What we by custom wrench apart, 

  All men will emerge as brothers, 

  Where you rest your gentle wings. 

 

I believe in God even when we wait to see unity; even when we wait 

to see loving; we wait to let joy erupt.  I believe in God! 

Come Holy Spirit, Come! We await your Ode to Joy! 
 

Rev. Dr. Alberta Wallace 

Interim Minister 

https://www.npr.org/sections/deceptivecadence/
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Scriptures 
 

Isaiah 57:14-19 (Living Bible)  
 

I will say, Rebuild the road! Clear away the rocks and stones. Prepare 

a glorious highway for my people’s return from captivity. 

The high and lofty One who inhabits eternity, the Holy One, says 

this: I live in that high and holy place where those with contrite, 

humble spirits dwell; and I refresh the humble and give new courage 

to those with repentant hearts. For I will not fight against you forever, 

nor always show my wrath; if I did, all mankind would perish—the 

very souls that I have made. I was angry and smote these greedy men. 

But they went right on sinning, doing everything their evil hearts 

desired. I have seen what they do, but I will heal them anyway! I will 

lead them and comfort them, helping them to mourn and to confess 

their sins. Peace, peace to them, both near and far, for I will heal 

them all. 

 

Luke 1:1-4; 26-57 (Living Bible) 
 

Dear friend who loves God: 

Several biographies of Christ have already been written using as their 

source material the reports circulating among us from the early 

disciples and other eyewitnesses. However, it occurred to me that it 

would be well to recheck all these accounts from first to last and after 

thorough investigation to pass this summary on to you, to reassure 

you of the truth of all you were taught. 

The following month God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 

village in Galilee, to a virgin, Mary, engaged to be married to a man 

named Joseph, a descendant of King David. 

Gabriel appeared to her and said, “Congratulations, favored lady! The 

Lord is with you!” 

Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could 

mean. 

“Don’t be frightened, Mary,” the angel told her, “for God has decided 

to wonderfully bless you! Very soon now, you will become pregnant 

and have a baby boy, and you are to name him ‘Jesus.’ He shall be 
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very great and shall be called the Son of God. And the Lord God shall 

give him the throne of his ancestor David. And he shall reign over 

Israel forever; his Kingdom shall never end!” 

Mary asked the angel, “But how can I have a baby? I am a virgin.” 

The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit shall come upon you, and the 

power of God shall overshadow you; so the baby born to you will be 

utterly holy—the Son of God. Furthermore, six months ago your 

Aunt[b] Elizabeth—‘the barren one,’ they called her—became pregnant 

in her old age! For every promise from God shall surely come true.” 

Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant, and I am willing to do whatever 

he wants. May everything you said come true.” And then the angel 

disappeared. 

A few days later Mary hurried to the highlands of Judea to the town 

where Zacharias lived, to visit Elizabeth. 

At the sound of Mary’s greeting, Elizabeth’s child leaped within her 

and she was filled with the Holy Spirit. 

She gave a glad cry and exclaimed to Mary, “You are favored by God 

above all other women, and your child is destined for God’s mightiest 

praise. What an honor this is, that the mother of my Lord should visit 

me! When you came in and greeted me, the instant I heard your voice, 

my baby moved in me for joy! You believed that God would do what 

he said; that is why he has given you this wonderful blessing.” 

Mary responded, “Oh, how I praise the Lord. How I rejoice in God my 

Savior! For he took notice of his lowly servant girl, and now 

generation after generation forever shall call me blest of God. For he, 

the mighty Holy One, has done great things to me. His mercy goes on 

from generation to generation, to all who reverence him. 

“How powerful is his mighty arm! How he scatters the proud and 

haughty ones! He has torn princes from their thrones and exalted the 

lowly. He has satisfied the hungry hearts and sent the rich away with 

empty hands. And how he has helped his servant Israel! He has not 

forgotten his promise to be merciful. For he promised our fathers—

Abraham and his children—to be merciful to them forever.” 

Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then went back to 

her own home. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A+1-4%3B+26-56+&version=TLB#fen-TLB-22184b
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