
 

 

ADVENT … A Season of  Waiting and Preparation 
 

Advent, beginning four Sundays before Christmas, is the season of waiting and preparing for Christ’s 

coming. Advent means “coming” and it is the time when we not only remember the birth of Jesus a 

long time ago, but also welcome his coming once again into our world and into our lives.  Let us make 

this season of Advent a season of watchful waiting for the coming of Christ! 
 

Since we have paused our in-person worshiping at Grace, ALL of our services are available in one 

place on the home page of our website (www.gracechurchvt.org).  Facebook Live services may be 

experienced as they occur; you do not need a Facebook account  - simply go to the website and click 

on the Facebook link. A video of each service is posted on the church website. Sunday worship 

services are also available on PEGTV (channel 1075) at 11:30 AM and 10:30 PM each Sunday. 
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December 6 - Second Sunday in Advent 

Communion 

I Believe in Love: Daring Right Relationship 

10 AM: Facebook Live 

Matthew 1: 1-23; Isaiah 7: 1-14 
 

 December 13 - Third Sunday in Advent 

     I Believe in Joy: Ode to Joy 

10 AM: Facebook Live 

Luke 1: 1-4; 26-56; Isaiah 57: 14-19        
 

 December 20 -  Fourth Sunday in Advent 

I Believe in the Light: Illuminating Peace 

10 AM: Facebook Live 

Lessons and Carols with Handbells Ringing 

 John 1: 1-18;  Isaiah 9: 2-7 

4 PM:  Service of Light in the Midst of 

Darkness—Facebook Live 

(See page 4) 

December 24 - Christmas Eve Service 

We Believe, Even Now 
4 PM: Facebook Live  

(Musical Prelude begins at 3:30 PM) 

     Isaiah 52:7-10; Luke 2:1-20 
 

 December 27 – Last Sunday of 2020! 

Believe This: The Time Has Come 

10 AM: Facebook Live 

Luke 2:31-32; Isaiah 62:1 

Please check the weekly Grace Good News for updates about changes to this schedule. 

See Page 9 for news from the ReOpening Committee. 



 
A Word 

from our Pastor 
 

 

 
 

I Believe Even When ... 
 

We all are experiencing some level of COVID 
fatigue.  The news of the surge throughout the 

country came at the same time as the news a 
vaccine may be ready by early 2021.  Sorrow, fear, 
hope! 
 

The 2020 elections wore all of us out.  Sorrow, 
fear, hope!  
 

How do you celebrate the holidays in a world 
where making contact could cause illness or 
death?  Sorrow, fear…where is the hope? 
 

We are entering the Advent Season... the season 
of waiting expectantly.  The phrase “waiting 
expectantly” as opposed to just “waiting,” implies 

hope.   
 

Our Advent Theme is I Believe Even When… Even 

when I cannot travel outside of Vermont to see 
my family.  Even when there will be no Christmas 
Pageant this year, and no congregational singing of 

Christmas carols for our Service of Lessons and 
Carols. I believe even when the decision not to 
come to church may be the best decision for me.  

I believe even when… 
 

The prophet Isaiah reminds us: 
   But those who trust the LORD will find new strength. 

   They will be strong like eagles soaring upward on  
     wings; They will walk and run without getting tired.  

(Isaiah 40: 31, Contemporary English Version) 
 

Our help comes from the Lord, who made heaven 
and earth, therefore I believe even when I am  

tired and weary; I wait expecting new strength - 
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Stewardship 2021 Update— 
Beloved, Love 

 

This year, we want to keep you updated on the 
progress of the 2021 budget as we work on 

creating it.  As of 11/24, we have received 

$230,158 in pledges!  The pledge figure for our 
current budget (2020) is $297,463; the figure 
we are aiming for in 2021 is $325,000 because 
we have a number of new things to add to the 

2021 budget.  Among them are: keeping up with 
safety protocols for the continued use of the 
building for worship and other purposes; 

increasing the Mission & Service budget line due 
to increased need in the Rutland community 
during these troubled times; and improving our 

capabilities to expand our outreach in the digital 
realm.   

 

Have You Completed Your 2020 Pledge?  
Thank You! 

 

Please contact Beth (beth@gracechurchvt.org or 
775.4301) with questions. 

emotionally, physically, and spiritually - expecting 
the author and finisher of my faith to show me 

how to connect and be safe; how to celebrate 

joyously in the midst of a pandemic and not put 
myself or others at risk.  I believe even when… 
 

We will journey the season of Advent together 
waiting expectantly for the birth of new hope, 
new love, new joy, new peace that comes from 

celebrating the birth of Jesus.  Click on at 10 a.m. 
to our Facebook Live service.  Go to our website 
to watch on-line or connect on PEGTV.  

Technology is the new strength that allows us to 
connect and engage safely. Our help comes from 
the Lord!  Believe even when… 
 

Pastor Alberta 
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Congregational Engagement Team 
 

Needed:  Ruthlessly honest people bold enough to tell their truth about 

Grace’s season of disruption and filled with unwavering hope.  Must be 

able to listen to hear and facilitate small groups to listen to hear.  
 

Purpose:  To develop strategies to engage the congregation in review of the five focus points 
(history/heritage, leadership, connections, mission, future) for the church study during the interim 

season.  This method is designed to enable the congregation to have ownership of the decisions 
made during this season, most importantly when the church is ready for the Search and Call 
Committee to begin its work.  C.E.T. members must be an advocate for the interim process. 
 

Time commitment:  Weekly meetings initially; then every two weeks, and finally monthly as we 
progress.  This process usually takes about nine months. 
 

How you can join:  All members and associate members of Grace can nominate themselves or 

someone else who they feel has the temperament and time to serve.  Letters to all members and 
associate members will go out the beginning of 2021 inviting persons to self-nominate or nominate 
someone else.  The hope is that 9 or maybe even 11 people will see this as an opportunity to serve 

the church as we take healthy steps to move from the disruption experience to identifying a high-
level vision for Grace Church in preparation for calling your next settled pastor.  
 

Pastor Alberta 

News from the Property Committee 
 

Fall and Spring cleanups at Grace Church are times when we improve 
our surroundings and enjoy fellowship.  On November 7, about a dozen 
members of the Property Committee and others raked leaves and hauled 

them away. All of this is much appreciated!  Some do yardwork at Grace at 
other times and have heard passersby express their appreciation.  This fall, 
there were children and grandchildren as well, and perhaps sometime in 
the future, they might be doing this as adult members of our church. 
 

We have had the boilers cleaned, had some parts replaced in the old 
boiler, and now are all set for winter and the heating season. Electricians 

are working on better lighting in Alberta's office.  
 

After some recurring sewer line problems, we contacted Fabian's to help 

us troubleshoot this problem.  A crew from Fabian's Earth Movers spent 
the majority of the day recently replacing a plugged section of piping under 
the front lawn.  
 

Fred Bates and Jeff Freeman  
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       Handel’s Messiah 

    AVAILABLE ON THE Grace Website   

Sunday, December 6  
 

Get ready on December 6 to watch a brand new 2020 
interpretation of Handel’s masterpiece, available on the 

Grace Church website (www.gracechurchvt.org). This year, 
the Grace Church music team has recorded the AKRA 
string quartet and professional soloists performing the arias 

and songs of The Messiah in different locations throughout 
the church. The Messiah choruses have been complied from 
archive recordings from the past 60 years. All the Grace 
Church music directors (and guest conductors) will be 

featured, each directing a different chorus. Accompanying 

the choruses are newly choreographed dances performed 
by students from the Vermont Center for Dance Education.  
 

The Messiah will also be available on PEGTV (channel 1075)
after December 7. Check their schedule for specific times.  

Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord. 

FortnightLy Christmas Concert - December 17 at 2 PM 

The annual Fortnightly Christmas Concert will feature local pianist, Sofia Botti, and will be uploaded 

onto the Grace website (www.gracechurchvt.org) at 2 p.m. on December 17th. (See page 10 for more.) 

SUNDAY MUSIC AT GRACE 
 

 
December 6: Ryan Mangan, tenor 

December 13: Handbells  

December 20: Lessons and Carols 

December 27: Alastair Stout, organ 

All-Handbell Service: December 13 at 10 AM 

The Grace handbell choir, Tintinnabula, will offer seasonal music during the 10 

a.m. worship service. Hear this quintessential Christmas sound live on Facebook! 

You may also enjoy it on the website and on PEGTV (channel 1075). See page 1. 

These musicians are part of the Grace worship team and follow the same safety protocols as staff. 
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A Service of Nine Lessons & Carols 

Sunday, December 20 at 10 AM 

 

Please join us on Facebook Live for a service of Lessons and Carols at 10 a.m. The story of the 
promise of the Messiah and the birth of Jesus is told in readings from Genesis, the prophetic books 

and the Gospels, interspersed with beautiful anthems and familiar carols. The service first took place in 
Truro Cathedral in 1880 and has since been celebrated in churches and cathedrals throughout the 
world. It is most famously broadcast from King’s College, Cambridge, and heard by millions 
worldwide. As noted on page 1, you may also enjoy this service online or on PEGTV at 11:30 a.m. and 

10:30 p.m. on Sunday. 

Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord. 

Service of Light in the Midst of Darkness  

December 20 at 4 PM 

Some Celebrate - Some Grieve - All Remember  
 

Most of us have lost our beloved rhythms of life.  Some of our 
friends and family members have succumbed to death in this 
pandemic, millions have lost economic security, and there have been 

many losses related to hatred and violence.  On ‘the longest night’ 
this Winter Solstice, we acknowledge the anticipation of renewed 

grief as Christmas Eve approaches. This is our space to remember 

together to name that sometimes hope, love, joy, and peace are 
distant feelings when we have encountered so much loss. Join us on 
Sunday, December 20, at 4 p.m. on Facebook Live for a time of 

healing, encouragement, hope, and inspiration. 

Ken Hart is turning 100! 
 

Help us celebrate Ken as he turns 100 on  
December 7th! What a milestone!! 

Cards may be sent to: 

5 General Wing Road, Apt. 232 
Rutland, VT 05701 

 

Congratulations, Ken! 
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Gifts to the Manger during December 
“We can do no great things, but only small ones 

with great love.” 
 

The Christmas Fund   
 

Our joy at Christmas is a response to God's 

promise of new life through the birth of Jesus. It 
is a joy we are called to share widely, through 
our witness and gifts, both to loved ones and to 

distant neighbors.  The Christmas Fund Offering 
of the UCC is an expression of joy and gratitude 
to, and for, those who serve the church.  Gifts to 

the Christmas Fund 

help provide pension 
and health premium 
supplements to low-

income retirees, 
emergency assistance 
to the families of 

clergy and lay 
employees, and 
Christmas Gift 

Checks to hundreds 
of annuitants.  
 

Please make checks payable to Grace Church and 
note “Christmas Fund” in the memo line. Mail or drop 

off at the Church office.  
 

Grace Family Christmas Card 

 

Once again we are approaching the season of our 
beloved Savior's birth. Each time we wish each 
other a Merry Christmas we are sharing joy and 

love. Offer your greetings to your church family 

in the Grace Family Christmas Card, which will 
be included in the December 17 online Grace 

Good News. Names, along with a donation in the 
amount of your choice, must reach the Church 
Office no later than December 15.  To be part 

of this card, contact the Church Office (775.4301; 
kit@ gracechurchvt.org).  

Christmas Cheer 
 

The Visitation Ministry  
would like to help spread  
some cheer again this year.  

We are looking for some folks who would be 
willing to send Christmas cards to 2 - 5 people 
who are living alone during this pandemic. The 

isolation is so hard for many of us. 
 

If you would like to help out in this ministry, 

contact me (grambarclay@hotmail.com or at 
775.1076). I have the names and addresses to 
share … also cards that you may pick up in the 

Church Office. 
 

We had a lot of positive response from the cards 
that were sent out last year. Thank you. 
 

Marty Barclay 

A Season of Giving ... 

It has long been a tradition on Christmas Eve to 

bring “gifts” to the manger. This year these gifts 
will once again go to local missions such as the 
Boys and Girls Club, NewStory House, Dismas 

House, and local schools. Simply wrap your gifts 
in white, bring them with love, and place them in 
the vestibule by the covered West Street 

entrance any time before Christmas Eve. 

Some ideas for gifts: sweatpants, shirts, games, 
books, personal care items (soap, toothpaste, 
etc), kid’s backpacks, towels, art supplies. (Gifts 

like candles are not great.) To donate money, 
please use the mailbox slot in the door off 
Center St. Thank you for your love of others. 
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Our Advent Decorations in the Chapel and Sanctuary 
With Huge Thanks to Lisa Jajack! 

 

Personnel Update 
 

Thank you, thank you to everyone who participated in the annual staff review process!  We 

received nearly 100 entries of feedback regarding our staff members this time around, and it helps 
to provide well-rounded staff assessments.   Reflective conferences will be held this month with all 
staff members. 
 

Thanks for your participation in this ongoing process! 

Office Volunteer Appreciation 
 

This month we celebrate the service work of Ann Fahey, 

Marty Barclay, Barbara Densmore, Naomi Adams, and 
Becky Blicharz! 
 

While this celebration was originally planned for this past 

April, it is never too late to say THANK YOU to our 

beloved Office Volunteer Crew!  Special thank you 
baskets were presented to our faithful office volunteers.  

These folks spend time weekly working on answering the 
phone, folding bulletins, compiling the STAR mailing, and greeting visitors...among many other 
tasks. They never say no!! 
 

Their service is deeply appreciated throughout the entire year.  
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MONDAY,  DECEMBER 16   

is the Star deadline for the January 2021 issue.  

ON-GOING WEEKLY EVENTS 

DURING THE PANDEMIC PAUSE 
 

SUNDAY 

 10:00 am  Facebook Live Sanctuary service 

 11:30 am and 10:30 pm—PEGTV (1075) services 
 

MONDAY 

  8:00 am   AA  

  5:30 pm   AA  

  6:30 pm   Bells rehearsal 
 

TUESDAY 

12:00 pm    Staff Meeting 

  7:00 pm   AA Men’s Group 
 

WEDNESDAY 

  8:00 am   AA 

  9:30 am   Bible Study teleconference call 
 

THURSDAY 

  7:00 pm  AA Men’s Group 
 

FRIDAY 

  8:00 am   AA 
 

SATURDAY 

  7:00 pm  AA Men’s Group 

 
DECEMBER EVENTS & MEETINGS 

 

Wed, Dec. 2, 9:30 AM—Bible Study (via phone) 
 

Thurs, Dec. 3, 6:00 PM—Diaconate (zoom) 
 

Sun, Dec. 6—Messiah available online 
 

Wed, Dec. 9, 9:30 AM—Bible Study (via phone) 
 

Sun, Dec. 13, 11:15 AM—White Privilege class 

 (zoom) 
 

Wed, Dec. 16, 9:30 AM—Bible Study (via phone) 
 

Thurs, Dec 17, 2:00 PM—Fortnightly Concert 
 (posted online) 

   6:00 PM—Church Council (zoom) 
 

Sun, Dec. 20, 10 AM—Lessons and Carols  

 (Facebook Live) 

  11:15 AM—Christmas Cookie Tray pick-up 

    4:00 PM—Service of Light in the Midst of Darkness 

 (Facebook Live) 
 

Wed, Dec. 23, 9:30 AM—Bible Study (via phone) 
 

Thurs, Dec. 24, 4 PM—Christmas Eve Service 

 (Facebook Live) 

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 

... AND OTHER MISCELLANY 
 

From Barb Densmore:  
"Thank you, thank you for my many Happy 
Birthday wishes on my 90th. They made my day 
extra special!"    
 

Alan Perkins died on November 13. His obituary 
was not in the Rutland Herald. You may read it 
here: https://www.vnews.com/alan-perkins-obit-vn-

111820-37368792 
 
Thank you to Esther Swett 

for creating and donating 
this beautiful arrangement 
of silk flowers for our 
Chapel! 

 
 
 

There will be no formal 
Equal Exchange Sale in 
December. However, if you would like to order 

any coffee, tea, or chocolate, please contact Sarah 

Pulcer at 775.8861 before December 7 and she 
will arrange to get it to you. 
 

It seems that the entire world is in flux right now. 

In order to stay on top of what is happening at 
Grace, make sure you are signed up for our weekly 
Grace Good News emails. Contact Kit Wallace 

(775.4301; kit@gracechurchvt.org) to be added to 
the list. 
 

Although many of the groups which once met at 

Grace have decided to suspend their meetings, we 

are continuing to host 7 AA meetings each week. 
We consider this an “essential service” and so are 
doing our best to accommodate their needs.  

https://www.vnews.com/alan-perkins-obit-vn-111820-37368792
https://www.vnews.com/alan-perkins-obit-vn-111820-37368792
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REOPENING PLAN UPDATE 
 

In late November, the Grace Church ReOpening 

Committee and the Grace Church Council decided 
to pause our in-person Sunday Worship services 
and large special events at this time, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  We WILL resume when it 

is safer to gather together. 
 
* Grace will continue to offer PEGTV, online, and Facebook Live worship 

opportunities each week.  Please check out our website 
(gracechurchvt.org/category/worship/online-worship-service) for instructions on where and 
when to view services.   

 
* We will look for ZOOM, Facebook Live, and PEGTV alternatives for our smaller groups 
and musical events to continue connecting.  Council, individual committees, and business 
meetings will be switched to zoom or teleconference only.  

 
* The AA Meetings hosted by Grace Church will continue for the time being, to the extent 
that they can do so consistent with State guidance.  

 
* We encourage folks to stay connected - and to reach out to the Church Office in 
times of need.  Marty Barclay, Dee Bort, and the Diaconate team are working to keep 

our Grace connections alive even though we may be physically separated. 

 
* The Church Office will remain open at this time with strict policies of tracking, spacing, 
and cleaning.  If you find the doors on the West Street side locked - please go to the 

door nearest the playground off Center Street and ring the doorbell to reach the Office staff.  
 
* The ReOpening Committee will continue to monitor the guidance from the State 

of Vermont, and meet weekly, making sure to utilize the statewide data that is published 
each Tuesday morning to continue to assess the pandemic as it relates to Grace 
Church. Members of the ReOpening Committee include: Pastor Alberta Wallace, Alastair 

Stout, Diane Chartrand, Kit Wallace, Beth Wolven, Ken Willis, Marty Barclay, Winnie Denis, 
Sue Best, Laura Zmurko, Matt Getty, Fred Bates, and Greg Ellis.  

  

Please know that we are doing all that we can to remain a community of caring during these 
unsettling times. We understand this situation is changing daily. Your prayers are appreciated!  
 
God be with you all.  
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Prayer Shawl Ministry and Women’s Ministries Soup Sale cancelled for December 

Women's Ministries Christmas Cookie Tray Sale 
Pick Up Pre-Orders ONLY on  Sunday, December 20 at 11:30 AM 

 

Come pick up your beautiful tray of homemade Christmas cookies that will benefit 

local mission and ministry opportunities!  You may pick up your pre-ordered tray of 

Christmas cookies in the West Street parking lot. $15 for a large tray (3 dozen 

cookies); $10 for a small (2 dozen cookies). To order, contact Sue Best (dsjbest@comcast.net / 775-

5079) or Helen Willis (773-2115). Deadline: Dec, 15. Bakers needed! Contact Sue Best if you can help. 

Women at Grace Church 

The Fortnightly presents  

A Christmas Concert with Sofia Botti 
Available on the website—Thursday, December 17, 2 PM  

 

We are delighted to welcome local pianist Sofia Botti for the 

Fortnightly's musical offering this Christmas season. Sofia will 

entertain us with classical works for piano, including arrangements of well-loved Christmas carols. Enjoy 

the concert on our website (www.gracechurchvt.org). Feel the spirit!  
 

A bit of history: 102 years ago, the pandemic of 1918-19 ravaged the world, and many died in 

Vermont, particularly in Barre and Montpelier.  Previously, in 1916 Fortnightly Fete Day was cancelled 

due to a scarlet fever outbreak. Fortnightly members worked on the war effort, contributing $10 to the 

United War Front ($172 dollars in today’s dollars). Today we are once again in the midst of a global 

pandemic. Let us pray for an end to this suffering. 

Preschoolers and Second Graders Receive Bibles 
 

On November 29 during worship, six children of Grace 

Church were presented with special Bibles. Preschool 

Bibles went to Greta Batchelor and Nolan Robbins; second 
graders receiving Bibles included Jack Miglorie, Emma 
Robbins, Jill Sweet, and Avery Zeitler. We are proud of 
them all as they deepen their connection to our church in 

this way.  
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Hope for the Children at Rapha Community Center 
 

Dear Friends at Grace Church, 
 

Hope. That is what I see in the eyes of the children at Rapha Community Center. Hope for a good 

education. Hope for a successful job. Hope for a brighter future. 
 

During my trip in March, I continued to see that hope until our world faced the unprecedented impact 
of the Covid-19 pandemic. As cases increased and borders were closed around the world, the 
government in Kenya shut down all schools and institutions, ordering children to return to guardians 

and families. As I said goodbye and watched them leave our community, uncertain when they would 
return, I saw fear in their eyes for the first time. 
 

It’s a fear that echoed around the world, especially in the early days of the pandemic. It’s a fear I felt as 

I began the uncertain journey back to America. It’s a fear I continued to feel when I would think of our 
children returning to the vulnerable situations in which they lived before joining our community. In my 
heart, I knew they would come home to Rapha one day. I knew giving up on them was not an option.  

What we’re doing as an organization is too important to let fear get in the way. I chose to 
hold on to hope instead.  
 

In the beginning of January, Rapha Community Center will fully reopen, and all of our children will 
finally return home. I can’t wait for them to see the wonderful changes we’ve made while they have 

been away. I can’t wait until they feel safe and loved within our community. I can’t wait to see the 
hope in their eyes again. These children matter, and this year we’ve seen firsthand how 
important our mission is to their wellbeing and to their futures. 
 

If you are able to give this year, then I ask you to give abundantly. We must ensure that Rapha is in the 
best position possible to care for the children when they return. We must ensure that our school is  
ready to accommodate the new challenges of distanced learning and public health requirements. There 

is so much more to accomplish for the children of Rapha Community Center, and if I’ve learned one 
thing since I founded HEAL 14 years ago, it’s that I can’t do this work alone. Please join me by 
making a donation today. Your support matters. Your support makes a difference. Together we are 
raising our world, one child at a time.  
 

With gratitude,  
Jennifer Musick Wright, 
Founder & Executive Director 

 
 

Ways to Give in 2020 

Donate Online: www.healraisingourworld.org; On Facebook: www.facebook.com/healraisingourworld 
Donate by Mail: HEAL, PO Box 452, Saratoga Springs, NY 12886 

HEAL is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization, EIN: 75-3266290.  
All donations are tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law.  

http://www.healraisingourworld.org
http://www.facebook.com/healraisingourworld
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Grace Church Memorials 

The Sanctuary and  

Chapel Flower Memorials  
 
 

December 6 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 

Barbara W. Keirstead by her family. 
  

December 13 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of  
Ted Mandeville by his wife Pat. 

 

December 20 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of  

William Walbridge White by his family. 
 

December 27 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of  

Lucille K. Curtis by her family. 
 

(Please note:  If you would like to have a flower memorial,  

please contact David Hazen: 483.2337/peren@aol.com). 
 

The Church Spire will be illuminated  
 

December 6 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of  
Kevin Shawn Hendee by his mother Naomi.  

 

December 13 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of  
Ted Mandeville by his wife Pat. 

 

December 20 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of  

Sally and Charles Ovian by their family. 
 

December 27 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of  

Calvin Ted Hendee by his family. 
 

****If you would like to have the Church Spire lit in  

celebration or in memory of a loved one, please contact the 

Church Office (775.4301).  The cost for this is $20.  

  

Holiday Season Church Office Hours: 

Closed  Thursdays, December 24 & 31 

Closing at noon weekdays from Christmas Eve 

through New Year’s Eve  (12/28 - 12/30) 

REMINDERS 
 

The deadline for the January 2021 Star is December 16. 

http://www.gracechurchvt.org/
mailto:graceucc@gracechurchvt.org

