
  

 

Second Sunday after Christmas, January 3, 2021 

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

   Sermon                 Pastor Alberta 
Journey Sunday 

Scriptures - Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12  
 

 

The headline from the December 26, 2020 NY Post read:  

 “NFL drops the ball as TV ratings take hit over ‘woke-ism.” 

 

You remember #staywoke?  The phrase has a long history, but 

most of us, black and white folks, were made to pay attention to 

the phrase #staywoke in 2014 following the police killing of 

Michael Brown in Ferguson, Mo.  
 

Woke-ism is an idiom that identifies a staunch social justice 

advocate who stays abreast of contemporary political concerns, 
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like police violence towards people of color.  Being “woke” has cost 

the NFL fans.  
  
Charles Gasparino, the NY Post author, says “Social-justice sermons 

are not welcomed while people are watching football.”  He actually 

used the phrase “social-justice sermons.” In fact, he said,  

“People hate being told they need to be re-educated on race relations 

when they simply want to relax and watch a game.” 
  
We church folk understand the importance of separation of church and 

state, but separation of entertainment from social awareness?  

Escaping with your adult beverage, watching sports or other forms of 

entertainment; just like all things-are good in moderation.  But 

choosing to not be aware of the world around you limits the 

expansiveness of your light and your journey to the new things God 

has for you. 
 

The NY Post article cited the results of a survey on sports viewership 

during the pandemic and wanted to determine if the ads from sports 

leagues shown after the nationwide protests of the killing of George 

Floyd indicating their support of the Black Lives Matter Movement 

had an impact on their watching sports.  
 

2200 adults were surveyed. 615 people said they watch less frequent-

ly than before the pandemic and, when given the option to explain 

why, 17 percent cited politics, social justice, or general contempt for 

athletes. 

  

Separation of entertainment and social awareness has been the public 

cry for some time: how many times have you heard, “I pay to be 

entertained, not to be preached to.”  Sometimes there is a thin line 

between church and entertainment and yes, many churchgoers have 

said, “I come to church to feel good not to be reminded of the world.” 
 

It is now 2021. We have journeyed through Advent; our Jewish sisters 

and brothers have journeyed through Hanukah, and some African 

Americans have journeyed through Kwanza celebrating the key values 

of family and community.  All celebrations focus on moving from 

darkness to light; being infused again with hope, love, joy, and peace. 
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The prophet Isaiah is encouraging us to arise and shine; the light has 

come and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you!   Perceive—be 

aware and participate in the work of God:   

For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

(Eph 2: 10)  
 

We should respond to the light; illumination comes even when you are 

being entertained. Woke-ism is a command from God. 

 

Move out of Babylon! Remember Babylon is symbolic of humanity’s 

sinfulnessa; apathy, self-centeredness, and bitterness.  Choose a 

different path. 

   

It is 2021 and again we have been given what we need to journey from 

Babylon to Jerusalem—journey to harmony, peace, and the realization 

of our spiritual powers-the gifts and talents to heal. 

  

In 2020, the light shone on science, research, and astronomy.  The 

global health pandemic now has two vaccines available with a third 

soon.  The great conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn, which has been 

called the Christmas Star, has not been seen in over 800 years. 

Science, research, and astronomy brought together people from 

different races, ethnicities, and social economic status.  A gathering of 

God’s people to be in awe of what God has done and is doing.  

   

Matthew’s gospel reminds us of the journey of awe.  This is the only 

gospel that talks about the Magi. And Matthew does not give us much 

information on the Magi.  Biblical scholars report Magi were not 

kings. Some say they were astrologers; some say astronomers; some 

say they were priests, affluent people from the East.  Some say they 

had to be women in their caravan due to Eastern culture which did not 

permit men to be in the presence of a woman without a woman 

present. 

  

My fascination with the Magi is they were looking; they were paying 

attention to the cosmos; they recognized a re-creation had happened. 

They knew the world had become pregnant and gave birth. 
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These people from the East looked at the same sky that the Pharisees 

and scribes could see and saw the work of God and wanted to behold 

its glory.  They journeyed far to witness the work of God.  They were 

foreigners who stopped and asked for directions, not from anyone, but 

from the one who should know because he surrounded himself with 

men who read sacred texts but did not understand. The writer of 

Hebrews says:  

For indeed the good news came to us just as to them; but the message 

they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith 

with those who listened. (Hebrews 4:2) 

 

The prophet Isaiah said outsiders/foreigners/gentiles will be attracted to 

the light.  There would be a regathering and nations would bring wealth 

in response to the light.  The Magi, affluent foreigners with eyes to see 

and hearts to hear, set out to be a witness, leave an offering and left, 

taking a different route-to protect their experience, to ponder what they 

saw or to share to other foreigners a savior has been born? Pay 

attention! Staywoke! Change is coming. 

 

It’s the first Sunday of the new year.  You, Grace Congregational 

United Church of Christ, have spent the last 2 years preparing your 

hearts and minds to see anew what God is doing in your midst. Some of 

you have allowed not having worship in the building to darken your 

spirit; some of you are searching the sky expecting to see a new light 

for the path and are ready to take notes; some of you are reading the 

signs without understanding.  Yet, the journey is for all of you.  The 

message is for this Body of Christ called Grace Congregational United 

Church of Christ.  Arise! Shine! Pay attention to what is going on 

around you. Stay woke by asking questions, even during halftime or 

when riding the gondola.  Remember journey is movement-physically 

or mentally or spiritually - and sometimes a combination of each. 

    

For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

(Eph 2: 10) 

Journey with God! Shalom! 

 

Rev. Dr. Alberta Wallace, Intentional Interim 

1st Sunday of 2021 
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Scriptures 
 

 

Isaiah 60:1-6 (NRSV) 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

    and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

For darkness shall cover the earth, 

    and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the LORD will arise upon you, 

    and his glory will appear over you. 

Nations shall come to your light, 

    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

Lift up your eyes and look around; 

    they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, 

    and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 

Then you shall see and be radiant; 

    your heart shall thrill and rejoice,[a] 

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

    the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

    the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

    all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

    and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Isaiah+60%3A1-6%3B&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18827a
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Scriptures (continued) 
 

Matthew 2:1-12 (NRSV) 

The Visit of the Wise Men 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 

Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, 

“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 

homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and 

all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests 

and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah 

was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it 

has been written by the prophet: 

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from 

them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent 

them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 

child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I 

may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the 

king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that 

they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 

the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they 

were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the 

child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 

homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him 

gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  And having been warned 

in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country 

by another road. 
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