
  

 

Second Sunday after Epiphany, January 17, 2021 

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

   Sermon                 Pastor Alberta 
 

Ready 

Scriptures -  Exodus 3:7-12; Luke 6:27-36 (NRSV)  
 

Sometimes, many times, I have a song that is on repeat in my 

head and in my heart.  A song that makes me hug myself while 

tears flow; a song that reminds me of my purpose and reminds me 

that the purpose is still the purpose. 

 

We are at the beginning of 2021 and are hearts have already been 

broken. I shed tears for the family of Officer Brian Sicknick, a 

military veteran and experienced Capitol Police officer who was 

killed in the Epiphany Day riot at the Washington DC Capitol.  

Another, line of duty casualty for the Capitol Police; perhaps 

because it was just too hard to make sense of the evil seen that 

day, was Officer Howard Liebengood. Suicide is not something 

we can understand, only God can. 

 

The season of Epiphany is about looking to see; it is about being 

pulled, sometimes pushed into the unfamiliar.  It is about feeding 

that inner hunger pain that comes from God.  You don’t know 

what you are hungry for; but you know the taste you are craving 

has not yet been satisfied; the table that is set before you-none of  



2 

 

the aromas excite the olfactory tissue of your nasal cavity. Your 

whole inner being says there is something more.  

 

The Jews exiled to Babylon tell the story of their deliverance in 

Exodus.  They pass on the story to remind the people and us today, 

that God saw then, and God sees now. That God wept then, and God 

weeps now-with us and for us, on account of our taskmasters:  

greed, selfishness, fear, community bias-the judging and excluding-

because-you know why; and that four-letter word- evil.   

 

Moses was tending his father-in-law’s sheep.  Moses ended up a 

sheep herder 40 years, after his revelation that he himself was a 

Hebrew, a Jew. Living in a palace with the nobles and looking out 

upon the community; Moses sees an Egyptian beating a Hebrew/ a 

Jew. He speaks up with a passion for justice and sets out to right a 

wrong. He kills a man. Somebody sees him. When he again sets to 

be a champion for justice, the person reveals, “We know what you 

did.”  His good has become tainted. He runs away from the 

revelation of who he is, but the passion for justice remains.   

 

The story says God spoke through a burning bush. Why not?  God 

made the heavens and the earth and all plant life and creatures and 

humanity. God surely can speak through a burning bush that is not 

being consumed.  God is I am! God chose Moses, again, to 

champion the cause of justice to set God’s people free.  Was Moses 

ready?  Not on his own, but with God’s help. 

 

Michael King, Jr was a child of a middle class Southern Black 

family who lived on “Sweet Auburn: the bustling Black wall street 

of Atlanta, Georgia.” Biographers write King’s first revelation was 

at age 15 when he spent the summer on a tobacco farm in 

Connecticut.  It was his first time outside of the segregated South 

and he wrote to his parents saying: “Negroes and Whites go to the 

same church.”  His eyes were allowed to see something different:  

racial segregation was not everywhere in all places. King was being 

prepared to be ready. 

 

 

 



3 

 

The beginning words of our Gospel message have been translated as:  

     But to you who are willing to listen,  

 But to you who are listening 

 I say to you who hear Me.  

 But if you will listen, But I say to you that listen. 

 

Can’t you see Jesus sitting on the ground, maybe under a tree with the 

disciples and the women and men who have been following him.  

They have gotten comfortable on the ground and Jesus begins; this is 

hard to hear but this is what is required to live life following my ways, 

love your enemies.  

 

Then I can imagine he scans the crowd to see their faces, to make eye 

contact as he says again: “Love your enemies” and this time adds “in 

radical ways.”  Now, I know people began to shift on one hip to the 

next and lean forward.  These are people who have been denied 

economic stability; who live with racial inequality, who lack access to 

healthcare and education; who have been abused and misused.  They 

are wanting to rise up and above their oppressors and their oppressive 

states and Jesus says:   

 Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,  

 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.  

 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in 1957 delivered a sermon to the Dexter 

Baptist Church in Montgomery, Alabama, titled “Loving your 

Enemies.” The excerpt from that sermon was used by Bishop Michael 

Curry at the wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle.  Hear it 

today: 

Now there is a final reason I think that Jesus says,  

    “Love your enemies.” It is this: 

    that love has within it a redemptive power.  

    And there is a power there that eventually transforms individuals.  

    That’s why Jesus says, “Love your enemies.”  

    Because if you hate your enemies,  

    you have no way to redeem and to transform your enemies.  

    But if you love your enemies, you will discover that  

    at the very root of love is the power of redemption.  

    You just keep loving people and keep loving them,  

    even though they’re mistreating you. 
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Moses, when he thought he was advocating for justice, killed a man-he 

was full of passion but no wisdom.  40 something years later, God calls 

him, and he answers. God uses anybody and makes them somebody 

even if they keep swaying from the way. Moses got angry and 

impatient with the people and sometimes his tone was not loving. But 

God used him. Loving your enemies is a growth process and 

sometimes, I have to swallow another, “You’re not ready yet, pill.”  

Cry and pray some more. 

 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr was not a perfect man by any means.  Yet 

he stayed the course of preaching civil rights and acting on behalf of 

people of color with non-violent means.  He kept standing up and being 

present to not let people of lesser principles to set the agenda.  He kept 

seizing opportunities by preaching an alternative to hate, and evil.  He 

kept showing up with the purpose of showing love of doing good, of 

praying and blessing folk—of treating people like he would want to be 

treated - even his enemies.  Walking in mercy, being merciful as our 

Creator God is merciful.   

 

The title of this message is “Ready.”  It can be with an exclamation 

mark or it can be with a question.  It is simply the word “ready.” You 

decide, for you, is it an exclamation mark, a question mark, or a period. 

 

Ready… 

 

The lyrics to song on repeat in my head is: 

 Jehovah , We Love You 

 We Worship And Adore You 

 Glorify Your Name In All The Earth 

    

 Jesus, We Love You 

 We Worship And Adore You 

 Glorify Your Name In All The Earth 

 Spirit, we love you 

 We Worship And Adore You 

 Glorify Your Name In All The Earth 

 

Let us partner with God; let us remember the teachings of Jesus and let 

us receive the power of the Holy Spirit to show our worship and 
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adoration for God who sees and is seeing, who weeps and is weeping 

with us.  Love is the only way.  It must be seen in our actions to stand 

up, if we are not invited to sit down; to be persistent in not allowing 

persons of lesser principles to set the agenda of what it looks like to 

live life standing on the promises of God.   

 

Moses was advocating for justice in the first century.  Martin Luther 

King, Jr began advocating for justice in the 1950’s.  It is 2021; the 

21st century.  The sign that we have been brought out of bondage, 

according to the story in Exodus, is we will worship on the mountain. 

Metaphor perhaps for a high place or that feeling of being on top and 

stop and thank God.  

 

MLK stood before an overflowing crowd in Memphis, Tennessee on 

April 3rd, 1968, supporting the striking sanitation workers plea for 

equity and said: 

 

“We’ve got some difficult days ahead, But it really doesn’t 

matter with me now, because I’ve been to the mountaintop … 

I’ve seen the Promised Land. I may not get there with you. 

But I want you to know tonight, that we, as a people, will get 

to the Promised Land” 

 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King said: 

 If you can’t fly, run; if you can’t run, walk; if you can’t walk, 

 crawl; but by all means - keep moving. 

 

Ready. 

Pastor Alberta 
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Scriptures 
 

Exodus 3:7-12 (NRSV) 
Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of my people who 

are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. 

Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver 

them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a 

good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the 

country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, 

the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come 

to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I 

will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of 

Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Phar-

aoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with 

you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when 

you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on 

this mountain.”  
 

Luke 6:27-36 (NRSV) 

Love for Enemies 

“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those 

who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse 

you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from 

anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your 

shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away 

your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would 

have them do to you. 
 

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even 

sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those who do 

good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the 

same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what 

credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much 

again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing 

in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the 

Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merci-

ful, just as your Father is merciful. 
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