
  

 

Transfiguration Sunday, February 14, 2021 

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

   Sermon                 Pastor Alberta 
 

God Is Holding Your Life: The One is Shining Forth 

Scripture -  Psalm 50:1-6 (Modern English Version)  
 

Six days after putting spit into the sightless man’s eyes in 

Bethsaida and restoring his sight. The three of them did see it! 

 

Jesus took Peter, James, and John and led them up a high 

mountain. There, Jesus’ appearance changed from the inside out, 

right before Peter, James, and John’s eyes.  Jesus’ clothes 

shimmered, glistening white, whiter than any bleach could make 

them.  Peter, James, and John saw Elijah and Moses in deep 

conversation with Jesus.   How could that be?  Elijah was taken 

up in a windstorm years ago.  The prophet Elisha tells us this 

story.  And Moses, who lived to be 120 years old, died in an 

unknown location in Moab. Yet there they were.  
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Peter, courageous, rash, hasty and lover of Jesus, actually interrupted 

Jesus, “Rabbi,” he said, “this is a great moment, let us build three 

memorials right here.  One for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”  

Before Jesus could respond, a light-radiant cloud enveloped them, and 

from deep in the cloud, a voice sounded: “This is my Son, marked by 

my love.  Listen to him.”   

  The Mighty One, God, is the LORD; 

      God has spoken and summoned the earth 

Spoken, summoned, listen, act.   

 

Our psalm today, the last Sunday after the Epiphany, Transfiguration 

Sunday, is God alone speaking.  No laments, no thanksgivings, no 

praises - just God reminding us that God will and does shine forth and 

calls to us.  God says: Gather to me my faithful ones who made a 

covenant with me by sacrifice! 

  

Peter thought he was being faithful by suggesting three shrines be 

built to honor the radiance of glory he and the others witnessed on top 

of the mountain with Jesus. He did not know to do anything else.  That 

is what our early ancestors did when they witnessed the power of God 

that has no explanation.  They built rock shrines.  But before Jesus 

could respond, God speaks; responding to the question not voiced by 

Peter, what do we do with this experience?  Many of you have had a 

God moment and also wondered, what does this mean and what do I 

do with it?  God said, listen to Jesus, my son marked by love.  

 

Faithful is being devoted, loyal, committed, refusing to desert or 

betray someone, steadfast, long suffering, patient, enduring, and 

loving. We learn these characteristics by example from our parents, 

grandparents, friends, and Jesus’ life, death, burial, and resurrection.  

  

In 2010, I was introduced to the United Church of Christ.  It was the 

UCC’s focus on covenant that stirred my heart and opened my mind. I 

knew the UCC was the faith community I would share my gifts, 

talents, and finances to bring about the realm of God; God’s kingdom’ 

God’s kin-ship.   

 

I did not come from a Congregationalist background, I was raised 

Baptist which was hierarchical, legalist, and excluding.  It was not the 
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body of Christ I needed to see myself as God sees me and support me 

in not only my personal development, but my vocational development.  

 

Covenant is all about God. God gives it and keeps giving and even 

expands to meet the needs of the ever-evolving creatures God created 

called humanity. The United Church of Christ Statement of Faith, that 

is sometimes included in our liturgy, is to remind us of who we are as 

people who have chosen the UCC as their denominational partner.  

Covenant is a spiritual agreement that says I give myself to you as 

your transitional minister/ your intentional minister.  God is at the 

center of our relationship and the characteristics of God revealed to us 

in the ministry of Jesus moves our relationship forward.  As the wheel 

of our relationship moves, propelled by God who is in the center, God 

reveals to us where we need to make changes; all relationships change 

in a covenant relationship because we expect God to continually direct 

and redirect the relationship, to reflect God’s love. 

   

A contract is legally binding without the sacrifices of a covenant. A 

covenant is a pledge, a spiritual agreement where we give up our self-

centeredness.  In covenant we depend on the Holy Spirit to shine forth 

telling us to look, to see, to listen, to act for the common good of the 

relationship.   

 

“Give light and people will find a way.” This is a quote by Ella 

Josephine Baker, an African American civil rights and human rights 

activist, and some say she was the woman who birthed the civil rights 

movement and mentored Rosa Parks, and songs of activism use her 

quotes to give light to the reality of inequality.  

 

Dr. Bernice Johnson Reagon, one of the founders of the musical 

group, Sweet Honey in the Rock, penned the lyrics to Ella’s Song to 

honor Ella Josephine Baker’s voice in the community. God in Psalm 

50 wants us to honor God’s voice, be faithful and merciful. Jesus has 

taught us it is not enough to build rock shrines, temples, and 

cathedrals, but to shine forth. 

 

Lopi Laroe, the artist behind the moniker LMNOPI, is an activist 

whose voice is the artist renditions that grace buildings.   The art is 
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used to amplify messages 

emanating from within 

movements of social justice, 

racial equity, and climate 

justice.  

 

Today’s bulletin cover shares 

a mural painted in 2017 in 

Boulder, Co.  The face of a 

black child is sometimes 

someone who is not seen and 

when they are seen, they still 

are not seen as one created in 

the image of God.   The eyes 

could be telling us to look, 

listen, and respond. 

 

 

 

 

 

We have seen this mural in the commons of downtown Rutland.  
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Lopi has titled this artistic rendition as “We Who Believe in Freedom 

Cannot Rest Until it Comes.”  The title is taken from Ella’s Song, 

performed by Sweet Honey in the Rock and penned by Dr. Bernice 

Johnson Reagon.  

 

The leaves falling are trust, respect, love, and protect.  Laroe says, 

Waiting will not bring about change, we’ve already seen that. 

Who has the luxury of waiting for freedom to come of its own 

accord? It is when the Anglo American realizes that our own 

liberation is bound up in the liberation of all people that we 

really start to wake up to the reality of what life is like for our 

Black, Brown and Indigenous relatives as they move though our 

shared world, confronted daily by the hard edifice of calcified 

and institutionalized racism and everyday biases. 

 

Lopi Laroe gave permission to use the voice of activism from the 

murals.  Please visit her website at lmnopi.com. 

 

Many watched the Super Bowl; the gathering was not as large as it has 

been in pre-COVID times, but many were gathered together:  the many 

healthcare workers who have been vaccinated were in the stands and 

many of us watched from our homes.  We were gathered to see athletic 

gifts of football, musical displays, fireworks, and the first of its kind 

Air Force bombers trifecta flyover during the National Anthem.  God 

uses all things, events, and people to speak, not just for entertainment 

or for that rush of adrenaline or the feel-good hormone, dopamine.  

God always has something to say and something to ask.  The feeling of 

awe can also provoke in the soul a profound sense of ought. What is 

our obligation to God? 

 

Another first at the Super Bowl was poet laureate Amanda Gorman, the 

22-year-old Black American who delivered a poem to honor persons 

chosen for their leadership during the COVID-19 crisis. Her words and 

dramatization cast a shining light on ways God shines forth.  With the 

light shining through her upon others, lighting the possibility of awe 

turning into an ought.  Hear these words from her poem titled, Chorus 

of the Captains: 
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  For their actions and impact in 

  A time of uncertainty and need. 

  They've taken the lead, 

  Exceeding all expectations and limitations, 

  Uplifting their communities and neighbors 

  As leaders, healers and educators. 

    

Give light and people will find a way to lead, to heal, to educate.  

God is still speaking! God is still holding our lives!  God is still 

gathering us to shine forth. 

 

Amen. 

 

Pastor Alberta 
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Scriptures 
 

Psalm 50:1-6 (Modern English Version) 
 

The Mighty One, God, is the LORD; 

    God has spoken and summoned the earth  

 from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God has shined. 

Our God will come, and will not keep silent; 

 a fire consumes before God,  

 and a strong tempest is around God. 

God calls to the heavens above, and to the earth,  

 that God may judge the people: 

“Gather My faithful ones together to Me, 

    those who have made a covenant with Me by sacrifice.” 

The heavens will declare God’s righteousness,  

 for God our Creator, is judge.    

  Selah 
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