
  

 

First Sunday in Lent, February 21, 2021 

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

   Sermon                 Pastor Alberta 
 

Stirring Up Good Trouble: Entering the Passion of Jesus 

The Parade: Risking Reputation 

Scriptures -  Matthew 21:1-11; Zechariah 9:9-10  
 

Public gatherings today are scary. Corona will get you!  Yet, 

I am remembering gatherings, parades, and marches. Before 

Corona there would have been Mardi Gras/ Fat Tuesday 

parades.  Joyous parades to mark the ending of one season 

and the beginning of the next. 

 

Mother Nature 

brought a Winter 

storm, so many did 

not get a chance to 

“throw beads” on 

our tree.  Yet, there 

was a remnant who 

came and “dressed” 

our tree. 
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Here, in this passage the crowd has gathered to celebrate, to 

remember what God has done.  It is the Feast of Freedom, the 

Passover celebration, the celebration from slavery and 

oppression.  But wait a minute! The Jewish people are 

celebrating the movement from slavery and oppression and yet, 

and yet, they are still under the rule of Rome and to make sure 

they don’t forget it, the Romans are there too, armed, ready to 

remind them of their reality. 
 

The Feast of Freedom parade is a reminder of what God has 

done and what remains to be done.  The crowd-that is us!  Where 

would you be?  On the street level?  Did you lay down a prayer 

shawl, one filled with your tearful prayers, maybe even a little 

blood—you know, that one when you pricked your finger with 

the knitting needle.  
 

Or are you on the roof top, to get a good view and not be pressed 

by the crowd and safe from the authorities if they get spooked 

and lose their cool? 
   
This year’s parade is different.  Someone is bold enough or just 

plain crazy to challenge the authorities; to challenge the status 

quo by riding in on a donkey, a beast of burden, carrying the 

heavy load of political reform; the burden of compassion as 

opposed to conquest; today’s burden of affordable healthcare, 

clean water, police trained to protect and serve; a safe and 

reasonable path for an immigrant, like Jesus, to become a US 

citizen.  
 

Well, there have been many peaceful marches to remind us what 

still needs to be done.  Voting rights march became bloody 

Sunday.  Yet, without the risk-taking and boldness of the Student 

Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, who valued and cultivated 

grassroots movements and the empowerment of ordinary people 

- there may not have been a turning point in the Civil Rights 

Movement. God’s timing?  God’s empowerment? God providing 

young John Lewis and MLK with the passion to stir up good 

https://uncpress.org/book/9780807859599/many-minds-one-heart/
https://uncpress.org/book/9780807859599/many-minds-one-heart/
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trouble? God bringing together Many Minds, One Heart—which 

is the title of the book by Wesley Hogan in which she explores 

what SNCC accomplished and “how” it fostered significant social 

change in such a short time. Ms. Hogan asks America to look 

anew at where America stands on justice and equality today. 
 

Entering the passion of Jesus begins with the crowd at the parade, 

the triumphal entry; God making a statement -change is coming. 
 

Amy Jill Levin in her book of the same title of our Lenten theme, 

reminds us of a song from Hello Dolly, a 1964 Broadway 

production that began featuring Carol Channing.  In 1967, Carol 

Channing introduced to Broadway, an all-Black cast version 

starring Pearl Bailey.  When you hear the lyrics from “Before the 

Parade Passes By”, sung by a Black woman in the 60’s, you can 

imagine the story behind the lyrics: 
 

  Before it goes on 

  And only I'm left 

  Before the parade passes by 

  I've gotta get in step while there's still time left 

  I'm ready to move out in front 

  Life without life has no reason or rhyme left 

  With the rest of them 

  With the best of them 

  I wanna hold my head up high 

  I need a goal again 

  I need a drive again 

  I wanna feel my heart coming alive again 
 

  Before the parade passes by 
 

  I can hold my head up high 

  For I've got a goal again 

  I've got a drive again 

  I wanna feel my heart coming alive again 

  Before the parade passes by 
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Pearl Bailey wrote, Hurry Up, America and Spit in 1976.  Here 

she reminds America “we better live as sisters and brothers and 

we need to care more about handicapped and the neglected kids 

who run wild in the streets, the poor Indians, or each other.”  She 

explains what she means about that spit:  She says: “We must 

‘rechew our cud’--that's our history, brethren--and spit out the bad 

parts. That's not all a body might bring up.” 

 

Pearl Bailey is quoted as saying: “Everybody wants to do 

something to help, but nobody wants to be the first.” 

 

Jesus enters.  Are we ready…to enter? 

 

Grace’s adult spirituality group called Living with Grace reached 

out amongst us to provide a Lenten devotional for our journey 

through Lent.  Here is the devotion for tomorrow, February 22nd:: 

 

I have made music all my life, starting in the “Cherub” 

choir at age 5.  Then came the piano lessons (not a great 

experience) and at age 12, my pipes. (bagpipes) 

 

I have also stood up for what I feel is right most of my life, 

starting at about the  same age – I saved a frog from being 

eaten by a garter snake, with my dad’s help. No animals 

were hurt in that rescue operation. 

 

As I got older my actions focused on social justice – 

working in the Sanctuary movement in the 1980’s, writing 

letters to the editor on a variety of justice issues, taking part 

in peace demonstrations at the local, state, and national 

level, testifying at the state level for education, and being a 

union leader working for safety in the local schools for 18 

years.  Each of these actions had a cost, but each was a 

response to what I felt as a call.  I still hear the call and try 

to respond. 
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Working for social justice isn’t always easy, but with the 

support of family and a church home, it is something to 

celebrate.  Stirring up good trouble is better in community, 

with music to give the soul joy in the good work.  

 

This hat was given to me for my music 

making and union work.   

   --Ellen Green 

 

This is Ellen Green’s hat, entering the 

passion of Jesus. 

 

This is Mary Crowley asking us, What now? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shalom. 
Pastor Alberta 
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Scriptures 
 

Matthew 21:1-11 (NRSV) 
 

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 
 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, 

at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, 

“Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a 

donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to 

me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs 

them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took place to 

fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 

“Tell the daughter of Zion, 

Look, your king is coming to you, 

    humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

        and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they 

brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and 

he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 

and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 

road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were 

shouting, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! 

    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, 

“Who is this?” The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus 

from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
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Scriptures (continued) 
 

Zechariah 9:9-10 (NRSV) 
 

The Coming Ruler of God’s People 
 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 

    Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 

Lo, your king comes to you; 

    triumphant and victorious is he, 

humble and riding on a donkey, 

    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

    and the war-horse from Jerusalem; 

and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

    and he shall command peace to the nations; 

his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 

    and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
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