
  

 

Second Sunday in Lent, February 28, 2021 

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

   Sermon              Beverly Anderson 
 

 

Stirring Up Good Trouble:  Entering the Passion of Jesus 

Putting Ourselves in the Story 

The Temple: Risking Righteous Anger! 

Scriptures -  Psalm 69:8-16; John 2:18-22  
 

 

Please pray with me:  May the words of my mouth . . . 

 

Both of our scriptures today give focus to the activities at the 

Temple in Jerusalem and to Jesus' response to those activities:  

 

Psalm 69: 8-16 is the Psalm that is recalled by the disciples that 

describes the emotion that they fear could overcome Jesus – and 

them -  as a result of Jesus' demonstration of  Righteous Anger at 

the Temple activities. 

 

And the Gospel of John 2: 18 – 22 describes Jesus' Righteous 

Anger and his words on his arrival at the Temple on Passover.  

The scene was not pretty!  Jesus is not happy! 

 

As was the custom,  Jesus and the disciples arrive at the Temple 

in celebration of Passover.  Instead of a place of prayer, they 

found the Temple crowded, loud, boisterous and it smelled like a 

barnyard – which it had become.       
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The Outer Courtyard of the Temple IS a marketplace – it was created 

for that purpose and  it was necessary for exchanging currency for the 

buying and selling of  animals for sacrifice. Instead of the Temple 

Court being a place where Jewish pilgrims from several nations could 

come to praise and thank Yahweh for their people's deliverance from 

slavery - the money changers and animal merchants had moved from 

the Outer Courtyard right into the Temple Court. And in order to 

increase their take, the money changers were charging high rates to 

exchange the pilgrim's money – they were Price Gouging which was 

against the law and against  the spirit of their purpose. 

   

Jesus was outraged! You heard of his response in John 2: verses 14-16  

In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and 

doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money.  So he made a 

whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep 

and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and 

overturned their tables. To those who sold doves he said, “Get these 

out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a marketplace!”  

Jesus acted with Righteous Anger at what he saw.  

 

Righteous Anger: Anger at injustice. Anger at sins against God.  

Anger at mistreatment or malice of another.  Righteous Anger is 

Anger that is directed toward what angers God. 

 A knee on a Neck 

 Anger that is acted out by violence 

 Child Abuse 

 Child trafficking 

 Disadvantages of the Poor 

 An insurrection at our Capital 

 Discrimination against people of color 

 People without shelter 

 A dead black teenager holding a cell phone or   

 A dead black pre-teen in a park holding a toy gun 

 Children and Families living with food insecurity 

 Families living in their car 

 Children in cages 

 Inhumane treatment of Immigrants 

 Inhumane treatment of any person or animal 

 500,000 (Thousand) COVID  deaths – and counting 
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And I’m sure you can add your own Righteous Angers to this list. 

 

So how do we respond to Righteous Anger? 

 

I am in a weekly meditation group and recently we have been talking 

about the difference between Reacting and Responding. We usually 

come down in a more secular way - on the side of James. In the Book 

of James 1: 19-20  we read: 

“Know this, my beloved brothers and sisters, Let every person be     -    

quick to hear, -  slow to speak, - and [very] slow to anger, for the 

anger of man does not produce righteousness of God.”   

 

There is much written in the Bible about Anger and Righteous or 

Unrighteous Anger – but in the church Anger is not much talked 

about.  And the anger I have experienced in church has not ended 

well.  Often, instead of confronting the anger peacefully to bring about 

resolution, one person or another disappears never to be seen again. 

 

As one person wrote about anger in the church:  “The seething anger I 

felt during a board meeting is more likely going to come spilling out  

afterward in private conversation in the church parking lot.” 

 

Let us remember these words from Jerry Handspicker's Covenant for 

Church and Conference gatherings:  “I will not say outside of the 

meeting what I am unwilling to say inside the meeting.” 

 

If you listen to On Being on NPR or the On Being podcast, you may 

have heard Krista Tippet interview Rabbi Ariel Burger.  They ended 

the interview with Rabbi Burger telling a story about a diverse group 

he was hosting.  There were many different views voiced about the 

subject at hand and some high emotion was exhibited.  The time came 

to end the meeting.  There were about five minutes left and it was 

Rabbi Burger's responsibility to bring the meeting to a conclusion.  He 

was not at all comfortable about this responsibility and he pondered 

what he could say that could wrap up this contentious time.  After a 

few moments of silence he said: “Let's Sing.” 

 

And sing they did. 
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For nearly five minutes they hummed or sang familiar Jewish and 

Christian melodies and they left the meeting far more connected then 

they had been five minutes earlier.   

 

How do you leave the marketplace behind so that it doesn't take over 

your life or change important relationships forever?  Perhaps a song – 

even if it is only in your head will help you to move on. 

 

A bit of music 

 

Our Gospel lesson for today ends by describing Jesus’ contentious 

conversation with the Jews : John 2: 7 -22 ---  His disciples 

remembered the Scripture, “Zeal for your house consumes me.”  But 

the Jews were upset. They asked,  “What credentials can you 

present to justify this [action]?” Jesus answered, “Tear down this 

Temple and in three days I’ll put it back together.” 

 

20-22 They were indignant: “It took forty-six years to build this 

Temple, and  you’re   going to rebuild it in three days?” But Jesus 

was talking about his body as the Temple.  

 

Later, after he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered he 

had said this. They then put two and two together and believed both 

what was written in Scripture and what Jesus had said. 

 

Years later Jesus' words echo in Paul's first letter to the church at 

Corinth. (1  Corinthians 3: 16)  “Do you not know,” the apostle will ask 

them  --- --as he asks us --- “that you are God's temple and that God's 

Spirit dwells in you?”  --- 

 

WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST, both broken and beautiful; in us 

God's Spirit make its home. 

 

How is it with your temple today?   ???     
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I close with this  Blessing for you today from Jan Richardson: 

 

 Blessing of the Body 

 

This blessing takes 

one look at you 

and all it can say is  

holy. 

 

Holy hands. 

Holy face. 

Holy feet. 

Holy everything 

in between. 

 

Holy even in pain. 

Holy even when weary. 

In brokenness, holy. 

In shame, holy still. 

 

Holy in delight. 

Holy in distress 

Holy when being born. 

Holy when we lay it down 

at the hour of our death. 

 

So, friend, 

open your eyes 

(holy eyes) 

For one moment 

see what this blessing sees, 

this blessing that knows 

how you have been formed 

and knit together 

in wonder and in love. 

 

Welcome this blessing 

that folds its hands 

in prayer 
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when it meets you; 

receive this blessing  

that wants to kneel 

in reverence 

before you: 

you who are 

temple, 

sanctuary, 

home for God 

[Holy] 

in this world. 

 

Beverly Anderson 

2-28-21 
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Scriptures 
 

Psalm 69:8-16 (New Revised Standard Version) 

 
Prayer for Deliverance from Persecution 

I have become a stranger to my kindred,  

    an alien to my mother’s children. 

It is zeal for your house that has consumed me; 

    the insults of those who insult you have fallen on me. 

When I humbled my soul with fasting,  

      they insulted me for doing so. 

When I made sackcloth my clothing, I became a byword to them. 
 I am the subject of gossip for those who sit in the gate, 

    and the drunkards make songs about me. 
 But as for me, my prayer is to you, O LORD. 

    At an acceptable time, O God, 

    in the abundance of your steadfast love, answer me. 

With your faithful help rescue me from sinking in the mire; 

     let me be delivered from my enemies and from the deep waters. 

Do not let the flood sweep over me, 

    or the deep swallow me up, or the Pit close its mouth over me. 

Answer me, O LORD, for your steadfast love is good; 

    according to your abundant mercy, turn to me. 

 

 

John 2:18-22 (New Revised Standard Version) 
 

The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing 

this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three 

days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This temple has been 

under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in 

three days?” But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After 

he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had 

said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus 

had spoken.  
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