
  

 

Third Sunday in Lent, March 7, 2021 

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

   Sermon                   Pastor Alberta 
 

Stirring Up Good Trouble:  Entering the Passion of Jesus 

Putting Ourselves in the Story 

The Teaching: Risking Challenge 

Scriptures -  Matthew 22:15-22; Matthew 4:1-11  
 

Indeed, there is something about him- Jesus.  His actions, his 

teachings, his boldness.  The midrash we heard tells us Jesus 

has attracted the attention of a soldier with allegiance to 

Herod!  That is a great possibility.  Many people were 

following Jesus, to hear how he spoke and to listen to how 

he taught.   

 

During the Passover Celebration, seven days (eight for the 

Jews in the diaspora) - the Feast of Freedom is to remember 

the Jewish history, traditions, sharing of family stories, the 

path to social justice and freedom then and pointing to the 

need for social justice and freedom now.   It was a 

celebration of how God freed the Israelites from slavery and 

a reminder that servitude still existed. 

 

Jesus has made this pilgrimage all his life.  But this year was 

different.  He made a triumphant entry on a donkey to the 

shouts of “Hosanna-save, I pray.”  This year when he went 



2 

 

to the temple and saw the merchants in the Court of the Gentiles, 

the designated place for Gentiles (all of us who are of non-Jewish 

descendants) - selling the items we would need to show our 

heartfelt worship and to pray, Jesus’ righteous anger swelled. 

Taking a prophetic teaching stance, he drove out the merchants 

with a whip of cords to teach economic exploitation of the people 

who had come to Jerusalem to worship and to offer to God a 

sacrifice was not OK. Now, Jesus is being challenged by the 

Pharisees and the Herodians on what appears to be a political 

issue: whether or not it is lawful to pay taxes to Caesar. 

 

Always teaching. Always using each challenge to teach, to 

demonstrate the character of one who has decided to follow the 

ways of Christ. Jesus in his humanity taught us to expect 

opposition and to be prepared to prove our identity as one who 

loves God, following the ways of God by imitating the Son of 

God and trusting God will provide whatever is needed by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, that works in and through us to teach. 

 

Michelle Fountain provided an offering for our Lenten Devotion 

for Monday, March 1st.  She began with a postscript saying, “P.S.:  

I am trying to live this by…” Our Grace Church Devotional this 

Lenten Season is Stirring Up Good Trouble.  This is our cover:   
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“Be Hopeful.  Be Optimistic. Our struggle is not the struggle of a 

day, a week, a month, or a year, it is the struggle of a lifetime.  

Never, ever be afraid to make some noise and get in good 

trouble.”  -  The quote from John Lewis. 
 

Michelle continues her written sacrificial offering expounding on 

the challenges and oppositions present in her life and her 

commitment to allowing her life to teach the ways of Jesus. 

Listen to Michelle’s Lenten offering: 
 

P.S. I am trying to live this by: listening to, yet standing my 

ground against a parent who does not like the social justice 

focus of my high school English curriculum; teaching the 

White Privilege Course here at Grace; coordinating a 7th-

12th grade Martin Luther King Jr. Social Justice Afternoon 

at Woodstock Union High School despite protests from a 

couple of colleagues and students who called it a “waste of 

time” or “the wrong approach”; trying to understand and 

build bridges through our common humanity to those who 

feel differently than I do due to their political or belief 

systems; being the advisor for the Social Justice Club at 

Woodstock Union High School; and being on the board of 

Bridge to Rutland, seeking to help asylum seekers.  
 

Michelle ends her offering with:   

None of us can do everything but everyone can do 

something. My belief in Christ invites action to live with 

courage and grace.  
 

Risking the challenge to teach, doing what you can with what 

God has given you.  Remembering Jesus’ challenges in the 

wilderness for 40 days.  Not allowing the Tempter to keep him 

from trusting God’s character. The prophet Isaiah reminds us: 

 YHWH longs to be gracious to us. 

 God rises to show us compassion, 

 for YHWH is a God of justice, and Blessed are those  

 who wait for and walk with the God of justice! 
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Moses taught with lyrics from a song for the hearing of the whole 

assembly of Israel in Deuteronomy 32:4. Moses recited this song: 

Listen, O heavens, and I will speak; hear, O earth, the 

words of my mouth.  Let my teachings fall like rain and my 

words descend like the dew, like rain on new grass, like 

abundant showers on new growth.  I proclaim the Name of 

Our God! Our God is a rock, whose works are perfect and 

whose ways are just-a faithful God who does no wrong, who 

is always upright and just. 

 

The challenge to teach - Jesus’ actions illustrated his 

understanding of the generous reign of God centered on 

himself. Which is why he could teach with boldness and 

authority a dissenting view of Israel’s covenant with her God.  

Jesus understood that the Mosaic Covenant, the set of 613 

rules and regulations, were conditional and designed to 

provide them rules for living and surviving in those times, 

covering issues like behavior, diet, and relationships.  God is 

faithful to always provide us teachers who come with a 

Rhema word, a message for our times, relevant to the issues 

of the day and the culture: Amanda Gorman; Greta Thunberg, 

Brea Baker. 

 

Risking the challenge to teach - Jesus, in the first century, 

taught more than obedience to rules.  He taught character 

building with his words and actions:  character that reflected 

God’s own.  Jesus taught compassion by his actions and 

words. Jesus taught a person’s station in life has no bearing 

on their value to God.  Jesus taught forgiveness is available to 

all people for past wrongs; past ways of living, for those 

thoughts and behaviors that were hurtful to oneself or to 

others.  Jesus taught it is OK to ask questions and it is Ok to 

speak truth to hypocrisy and truth to power structures and 

most importantly, not all questions need a response!   
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Jesus taught us to pay attention to how coins are used; be 

concerned with economic equity, with access to means of 

human flourishing—worship, ways to build community and 

places to express cultural rituals.   

 

Jesus taught us the challenge to teach with words and our 

lives will result in opposition, even cause us to doubt who we 

are and our purpose. Jesus’ actions remind us we, too have 

been given a generous reign of God.  Be Hopeful. Be 

optimist. Follow the ways of Jesus: Get in good trouble.  Risk 

the opportunity and the challenge to teach with your life and 

sometimes words. 

 

Shalom. 

Pastor Alberta 
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Scriptures 
 

Matthew 22:15-22 (New Revised Standard Version) 

 

The Question about Paying Taxes 

 

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he 

said. So they sent their disciples to him, along with the 

Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and 

teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show 

deference to no one; for you do not regard people with 

partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes 

to the emperor, or not?”  

 

But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me 

to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” 

And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose 

head is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” 

Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things 

that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 

When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and 

went away. 
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Scriptures (continued) 

 

Matthew 4:1-11 (New Revised Standard Version) 
 

The Temptation of Jesus 

 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 

tempted by the devil. He fasted forty days and forty nights, 

and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said 

to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to 

become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is written,  

‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that 

comes from the mouth of God.’” 

 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on 

the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son 

of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, 

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and  

‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not 

dash your foot against a stone.’” 

 

Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord 

your God to the test.’” 

 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and 

showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 

splendor; and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you 

will fall down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away 

with you, Satan! for it is written, 

‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” 
 

Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited 

on him. 
 



8 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alberta Wallace, Intentional Interim Pastor – 

Alberta@gracechurchvt.org 

Alastair Stout, Minister of Music – alastair@gracechurchvt.org 

Diane Chartrand, Assistant Minister of Music - 

dchar99@yahoo.com 

Kit Wallace, Church Administrator – kit@gracechurchvt.org 

Beth Wolven, Financial Secretary – beth@gracechurchvt.org 

Ken Willis, Sexton - ken@gracechurchvt.org 

David J. Dean, Minister Emeritus; Alan D. Walker, Minister of 

Music Emeritus 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

Phone: 802.775.4301 www.gracechurchvt.org Fax: 802.747.3288 

Grace Congregational UCC ∙ 8 Court Street ∙ Rutland ∙ 05701 

Follow us on Twitter @GraceChurchVT 


