
  

 

Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 14, 2021 

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

   Sermon                   Pastor Alberta 
 

Stirring Up Good Trouble:  Entering the Passion of Jesus 

Putting Ourselves in the Story 

The First Dinner: Risking Rejection 

Scriptures -  Psalm 23; Mark 14: 3-9  
 

Listen to this story from The Traveling Team, a Campus Crusade 

organization, a mission to reach young adults preparing to enter the 

world.  This was a story I came across as I was thinking about that 

disciple we heard in the midrash; I was thinking about what he said, 

his confession sitting at the table with Jesus and watching that 

woman.  He confessed, “It is what I really wanted to do.”  What 

was he seeing?  What was his desire? 

 

Listen to this story from a member of “The Traveling Team”  http://

www.thetravelingteam.org/articles/worship): It reads- 

 

A buddy of mine, who recently returned from India, was 

showing me pictures of an  Indian market.  At one of the 

market booths, a man stood in front of several white, high 

quality, expensive washing machines.  What caught my 

attention was that the machines were in the middle of their 

cycle with lids wide open, filled with dark colored water. The 

man was not selling washing machines. He was selling tea. 
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Despite this man’s ingenuity and resourcefulness in his tea selling 

business, the man was not using the washing machines to do what 

they were made for.  And this bothered me! The machines were 

not being used by their design or to their full potential.  Why was 

he misusing these washing machines? Had anyone told him what 

those machines were made for? 

 

This week, the 4 th week in Lent.  The 4 th week in which we are 

entering the passion of Jesus, the last week of Jesus’ earthly life.  

During this Lenten season we are trying to see ourselves in the 

story; put ourselves in the empty frame.  Freeze frame a scene and 

see how to act to stir up good trouble.  If you have not been 

following the stories, you may be asking yourself, “Why?”  

 

First, Let’s remind ourselves where we are on our journey with 

Jesus, his last week of being human and divine.  Jesus is at the 

Passover Celebration, the Feast of Freedom—an annual weekly 

gathering to worship: prayers, blessings, meals, music, reading 

from the Torah, meals, dancing, music, wine, and more wine and 

more meals.  A celebration of who they are and their purpose.  

They are remembering their trials and tribulations.  They are 

remembering what salvation looked like, what salvation felt like.  

They are remembering being delivered from harm, ruin, or loss.  

They are remembering how salvation came to save them from 

their own poor thoughts and actions.  They are also remembering 

how salvation came as a change to the institutional structures 

designed to separate people in a place of poverty and how 

salvation provided unity and equity.    

 

They remembered the psalms of David, especially the 23 rd Psalm.  

Can’t you see them nodding their heads or even shouting “Amen’; 

or did you see that tear fall when they heard:   

 

YHWH, you are my shepherd— 

I want nothing more.  You let me lie down in green meadows; 

you lead me beside restful waters: you refresh my soul.  

You guide me to lush pastures for the sake of your Name. 

Even if I’m surrounded by shadows of Death, 

I fear no danger, for you are with me.  
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Your rod and your staff—they give me courage.  

You spread a table for me in the presence of my enemies, 

and you anoint my head with oil—my cup overflows!  

Only goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in your house, YHWH, for days without end. 

 

Yes, they came to worship.  They came to be worshippers. They came 

to be reminded that real worshippers will worship Abba God in Spirit 

and truth.  They came to be reminded that Jesus said, those who 

worship in Spirit and truth are whom God seeks because God is Spirit 

and those who worship God must worship in spirit and truth.  

 

They would know the story of how Jesus stopped on his way to 

Galilee at Jacob’s Well and met a Samaritan woman there filling her 

water jar.  He was alone at that time, as the disciples had gone to get 

food.  They would know that Jesus had the audacity to ask a woman; a 

Samaritan woman to give him some water. They would also remember 

how bold this woman was as she asked Jesus, what gave him the right 

to ask her a Samaritan to give him a drink of water.  

  

Remember Samaritans refer to themselves as Children of Israel, a term 

used by all Jewish denominations, but they do not refer to themselves 

as Jews. Samaritan lineages are remnants of those few Jews who did 

not go into exile when the Assyrians conquered the northern 

kingdom of Israel in 721 BC. Those who remained in the eastern 

Mediterranean area may have taken non-Jewish wives.  Samaritans 

were known to have harassed Jewish pilgrims traveling from 

Samaria between Galilee and Judea.   

 

A hideous story is that Samaritans scattered human bones in the 

Jerusalem sanctuary and to retaliate the Jews burned down Samaritan 

towns.  Talk about righteous indignation.  Think about the vandalism 

of Synagogues and the burning of Black Churches. One might say 

they both had reasons to be suspicious of the other.   

 

But Jesus never misses an opportunity to be who he is designed to be 

— the way, the truth, and the light.  And Jesus uses his full potential  

- the life force within him given by God, like the agitator in a 

washing machine powered by an electric motor to turn and move and 
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spin and throw water so that it soaks up all the dirty clothes and 

makes them clean — the Spirit of God.  Jesus never misses an 

opportunity to worship, speak a word of blessing, share the truth, be 

the example of love God says we can be. 

 

The writers do not give the Samaritan woman a name but highlight 

her actions.  After her encounter with Jesus, she became a worshipper.  

She went back into town and pointed the people to the truth, the way, 

the light. She said, “Come and see someone who told me everything I 

have ever done! Could this be the Messiah?” Worshippers, filled with 

the Spirit of God, ask questions, seek answers, point to the way, the 

truth, and the light; point to what love looks like. 

 

Is that what the disciple saw at a House of Welcome, in Bethany 

where they were invited to dinner by a listener named Simon who was 

afflicted by leprosy?  

 

In walks this woman.  A woman who had not been invited.  A woman 

who shows up in the company of men without a male partner.  A 

woman who walks in breaking all the social norms.   

 

This woman must have been in the crowds that have been following 

Jesus’ ministry.  Now she is present at the Feast of Freedom and 

shows up at the House of Welcome in Bethany hosted by a listener 

named Simon who was afflicted by leprosy.  She says nothing. Enters 

carrying sweet, perfumed oil.  They can smell it before the top is 

taken off.   She continues to walk towards Jesus:  the truth, the way, 

and the light.  This silent woman stands behind Jesus. Opens the 

alabaster jar and then pours the contents onto Jesus’ head.  The men 

are appalled.  Why?  What are they remembering?  Aaron’s anointing 

as the first priest of Israel?  Maybe Psalm 133: 

 

See how good, how pleasant it is 

for God’s people to live together as one!  

It is like precious oil on Aaron’s head running down on his beard, 

running down to the collar of his robes.  

It is like the dew of Mount Hermon, falling on the hills of Zion. 

For that is where YHWH bestows the blessing— 

life that never ends. 
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No, they don’t see the act of love, the act of worship. The text says 

they think it is a waste, the wrong use for such expensive oil.  It 

should have been sold and given to the poor.  

 

Don’t you think this woman knows that?  Don’t you think she is 

aware of the choices she could have made?   

 

As they berate her; she never says a word.  Her eyes are on Jesus.  

One may say, she is having an out-of-body of experience.  She is 

caught up in the Spirit!  The Spirit of love; the Spirit of worship. 

   

Jesus responds with healing words; words that affirm her actions as 

being good and right for the time.  Jesus speaks a truth that is hard to 

hear, as most truths are:     

Let her alone. Jesus says.  Why do you criticize her?  

She has done me a kindness.  

You will always have poor people among you, and you can do them 

good whenever you want, but you will not always have me.  

She has done what she could.  

She has anointed my body and is preparing it for burial.  

The truth is, wherever the Good News is proclaimed throughout 

the world, what she has done will be told in her memory. 

 

Another woman with no name is honored for her actions; for showing 

us what love does; what it looks like to give worship, to be totally 

focused on the truth empowered by the spirit to exhibit initiative and 

faith. Women still know that silence speaks louder than words and 

women know that words are needed sometimes. 

 

An offering from our Lenten Devotional for March 15 th reminded 

Grace of the slam poetry group of young Muslim women, called 

Muslim Girls Making Change—MGMC—who participated in 

worship at Grace a few years ago.  At that time, the four young 

women were teenagers who went to Burlington High School.    On 

their website they said they are dedicated to social justice through 

poetry.  The group was inspired to not be silent. They said: “We got 

tired of having our voices ignored by older generations.”  They 

turned to slam poetry to be heard, to stir up good trouble and to 

make a change. 
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The 4th week in Lent and we were present at the first dinner 

with Jesus. In a place called House of Welcome—Bethany, 

hosted by a man who listens—Simon who had been an outcast 

due to leprosy. At that dinner comes an uninvited guest, a 

woman who exhibits initiative and faith to worship the truth, 

Jesus in silence with the aroma of expensive oils. Even though 

the disciples at the table could not see her worship, Jesus 

again tried to open their eyes to what is important.  Worship 

the anointed one in spirit and in truth and do good to the poor.  

 

Shalom. 

Pastor Alberta 
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Scriptures  

 

Psalm 23 (New Revised Standard Version) 

 
The Divine Shepherd; A Psalm of David 
 

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures;  

   he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul.  

He leads me in right paths  for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley,  I fear no evil; 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me  

all the days of my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long. 

 

Mark 14:3-9 (New Revised Standard Version) 

 
The Anointing at Bethany 

 

While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper,  

as he sat at the table, a woman came with an alabaster jar 

of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar 

and poured the ointment on his head. But some were there 

who said to one another in anger, “Why was the ointment 

wasted in this way? For this ointment could have been 

sold for more than three hundred denarii, and the money 

given to the poor.” And they scolded her.  But Jesus said, 

“Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has 

performed a good service for me. For you always have the 

poor with you, and you can show kindness to them 

whenever you wish; but you will not always have me. She 

has done what she could; she has anointed my body 

beforehand for its burial. Truly I tell you, wherever the good 

news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will 

be told in remembrance of her.” 
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