
  

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter,  April 25, 2021 

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

   Sermon                   Pastor Alberta 
 

By This We Will Know: The Dance of Love 

Scriptures - John 10:11-17; 1 John 3:16-18, 23-24 
 

Calling all those partaking in a resurrected life, who have 

known a death that did not kill them. Come those with very 

little left to lose, and those holding most things loosely but 

love. We need you. 
 

This is the opening prayer of the litany titled: “Sound the Alarm 

- A Call to Draw Near During Troubling Times” by Britney 

Winn Lee.    
 

These are indeed troubling times.  But when have our times not 

been troubling?  Wars, hate, lack, pandemics: Influenza; H1N1; 

COVID-19.  It’s the human condition.  All the events and 

situations that compose our existence: birth, growth, 

emotionality, aspiration, conflict, and death. Someone 

somewhere is experiencing one or all of the above life events.  

Our times are always troubling. 
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Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in 

truth and action. 
 

Hannah Arendt is considered one of the most important political 

thinkers of the 20th century.  Her book, The Human Condition, 

was first published in 1957.   
 

Hannah Arendt was a German-born American political theorist 

raised, according to accounts of her life, by a mother who was 

considered progressive and framed Arendt’s life with the 

question: “And just what is your duty for the demands of the 

day?”   
 

It is written that this question was derived from the assumption -

moral conduct is a matter of course, it is expected, logical, a 

natural consequence or response to living together.   Yet we all 

know morals and morality are self-defined according to the 

group / the culture you ascribe to or identify with; your group 

decides what is right behavior and what is wrong behavior.  Your 

group decides what your duty is for the demands of the day. 
 

Oh, that’s right…our group is the group that follows the ways of 

Jesus.  I did not say that we are “Christians.”  I said we follow the 

ways of Jesus. The Jewish Rabbi that brought people, groups, and 

cultures together to focus on living together in community -

mutual respect; who taught us what it means to be covenant 

people with our Divine Creator; whose birth, life, call to ministry 

has been narrated in the collection of stories and poetry we call 

the Bible. The Bible is not our manual for moral living; it is our 

basis for moral reasoning;  to help us grow in having the mind of 

Christ.   
 

Romans 12:2 instructs us:  

Don’t be like the people of this world, but let God change 

the way you think. Then you will know how to do everything 

that is good and pleasing to God. 
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 The Bible gives us a foundation for conduct and character based 

on covenant, duty, and virtue - the promotion of individual and 

collective greatness.  

 

Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in 

truth and action. 

 

The song writer writes:  

     We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord 

     We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord 

     And we pray that our unity will one day be restored 

     And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love 

     Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love. 

 

All eyes are on Minnesota.  The outcome of the trial of a police 

officer in the death of a Black man by physical force, placement 

of his knee on his neck; the outcome will impact our strivings for 

justice, mutual respect and equity for people of color.   

 

Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in 

truth and action. 

 

The United Church of Christ calls for prayer and action as we 

acknowledge there have been over 3700 incidents of hate crimes 

targeting persons of Asian American and Pacific Islander 

ancestry in broad daylight between March 2020 and February 

2021. Brutal attacks on the elderly and vulnerable are increasing.  

#StopTheHate! 

 

Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in 

truth and action. 

 

“If it’s melted/ it’s ruined!”  Those words are in large letters next 

to a revolving globe on Ben and Jerry’s climate justice website. 

Advising anyone who will listen: drought, devastating wildfires, 

accelerating rates of sea level rise, more powerful hurricanes; all 
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of these acts of nature are nature responding to human greed and 

disrespect.  The website reminds us the real victims of a warming 

planet are not just polar bears and ice sheets, but people.  The 

hardest hit are the least of these - people in developing countries 

who do not have the resources or infrastructure to combat the 

developed world’s industrialization movement that has produced 

pollution.   

 

Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in 

truth and action. 

 

Here at Grace Church, we are partnering with Interfaith Power 

and Light’s Faith Climate Action Week.  This year’s theme is 

“Sacred Ground” and we will be sending postcards to our elected 

officials to say “We need 100% renewable energy now!”  Read 

your Grace Good News or call the church to find out how to 

design your free digital postcard that will be mailed to our elected 

officials. 

 

     We will work with each other, we will work side by side 

     We will work with each other, we will work side by side 

     And we'll guard each ones dignity and save each ones pride 

     And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love 

     Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love. 

 

God provided us an example of a good shepherd.  We have an 

example of how to dance the dance of love.  This is a call to all 

those partaking in a resurrected life.  To all those striving to step 

out of tombs of anger, out of tombs of bitterness; all of those 

striving to put under their feet feelings of betrayal, loss, and 

unmet expectations. This is a call to all of those shaking off 

unforgiveness, realizing that the cloak of unforgiveness keeps you 

from walking upright and from seeing what God has ahead for 

you.   
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Come all who are almost indifferent and undone, 

Who are wielding disappointment as vigor.  

Come those who fell asleep in the soul’s dark night.  

But have awakened with a heart full of hope.  

We need you. 

 

Come with your words—old, eaten, and new.  

Come, though uncertain about where it’s all headed.  

Come with your aching need to be heard. 

 

And you who are new to the listening. We need you. 

 

Come resolved to creatively find third ways.  

Come committed to not rushing out of tension.  

Come with eyes unwilling to overlook injustice.  

And a heart unwilling to forgo celebration. We need you. 

  

Come ragamuffin, radical, rebel, repressed.  

Come you who were wrong and willing to say it.  

Come refusing to deny the stories of your people.  

Come with the assurance of God’s grace as your guide.  

We need you. 

  

Come marchers, intercessors, artists, and prophets. 

Come newcomers and those who have tried, tried again.  

Get close, get close, get closer now.  

Draw near, ask questions, sing songs, take steps.  

We need you together. 

 

And together, we’ll be patient and mercifully kind—  

Not envying, boasting, prideful, or rude.  

Not selfish, short-fused, score-keeping, or spiteful  

But rejoicing in the goodness of what’s to be shared.  

We need you.  
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We need you together.  

Because together the movement keeps going.  

Sound the alarm because love cannot fail. 

Come resisters, revolutionaries, the meek  

who inherit the earth. 

There will indeed be a story to tell.  

And it is this: When the Light was threatened All God’s 

people said, “Let’s go.”  

Let’s go.   

 

Let’s go.   Let’s dance the dance of love. 

 

Pastor Alberta 
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Scriptures 
 

John 10:11-17 
 

 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his 

life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd 

and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves 

the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and 

scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired 

hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I 

know my own and my own know me, just as the Father 

knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for 

the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I 

must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So 

there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Fa-

ther loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it 

up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my 

own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power 

to take it up again. I have received this command from my 

Father.”  

 

1 John 3:16-18, 23-24 
 

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and 

we ought to lay down our lives for one another. How does 

God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and 

sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 

Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth 

and action. 

 

And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the 

name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he 

has commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide 

in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he 

abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.  



8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alberta Wallace, Intentional Interim Pastor – Al-

berta@gracechurchvt.org 

Alastair Stout, Minister of Music – alastair@gracechurchvt.org 

Diane Chartrand, Assistant Minister of Music - 

dchar99@yahoo.com 

Kit Wallace, Church Administrator – kit@gracechurchvt.org 

Beth Wolven, Financial Secretary – beth@gracechurchvt.org 

David J. Dean, Minister Emeritus; Alan D. Walker,  

Minister of Music Emeritus 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

Phone: 802.775.4301 www.gracechurchvt.org Fax: 802.747.3288 

Grace Congregational UCC ∙ 8 Court Street ∙ Rutland ∙ 05701 

Follow us on Twitter @GraceChurchVT 


