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Who Can Withhold: Break Forth! 

Scriptures - John 15:9, 11-15a; Acts 10: 44-48 
 

It’s Mother’s Day and Lillie Mae, my mother, rests in the arms of 

Jesus; returned to God in 2007 - no longer physically present with me, 

yet her love abides with me. 
 

My mother’s love keeps me steady, gives me strength and courage.  

My mother’s love was my first example of what love is.  When I was 

taught that God’s love for the world and all the people and animals in it 

was more powerful than my mother’s love, I said how.  I was told that 

God so loved the world that God sent the only begotten child of God to 

live in the world and to show us an example of love.  I again said 

WOW and asked how is that bigger than my mommy’s love?   
 

Then I was taught God’s son’s name is Jesus and his purpose in life 

was to lay down his life to show love.  I said, my Mommy laid down 

her life for me-she worked several jobs to make sure I had housing, 

food, and education.  Sometimes she went without and I did not know 

it, so I did not miss out on going on trips with the Girls Scouts; dressed 

as well as anyone else for special events and church.  My mommy 

worked long hard hours doing physical labor - jobs that caused her 

body pain many times.  How can God’s love and God’s son’s love be 

greater than my Mommy’s?    
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It was the answer to that question that I began to understand.  God’s 

love (seen in Jesus who came to lay down his life for love) was not for 

one person, but for all people.  My Mommy loved me and my siblings. 

She taught us to show love to all people; be respectful, be kind, be slow 

to judge and when we got angry, she would say, “Now baby, is there 

another way you can see that?”  Her love abides in me, giving me 

courage to be places where there were not many who looked like me; 

her love keeps me steady, level headed, rational most of the time, and 

the strength to push to persevere to live my life as my life and not as 

dictated by outside forces. My Mommy was Jesus in the flesh to me.   
 

The main purpose of the intentional interim period is to be reminded to 

break forth: burst out; emerge again.  Many of you had a Mother like 

mine so all of you are filled with that abiding love and your faith 

journey has introduced you to the abiding love of God through Jesus 

and how that love can burst out and fall on all people, if we collectively 

harness our love.   
 

The commentary from working preacher for our gospel text said: 

It is  imperative that the church acknowledge that love of neighbor 

must be extended equally to those of a dark hue in a way that 

epitomizes one’s life laid down for one’s friends.   

Can we see the refugee as our friend? Can we see the Asian American 

Pacific Islander as our friend?  Can we see “that person” as our friend?  
 

The commentator goes on to say:   

It is important the church acknowledge, where society does not, that 

Black Lives Matter. But that is not all. The church that is committed 

to the love that Jesus calls us to live, must offer that life-giving 

friendship openly and equally to all people, regardless of color. 
 

The commentator reminds us,  

Christ requires it of the church that is committed to bearing fruit 

that will last. And it is Christ who says: ‘I am giving you these 

commands so that you will love one another.’ 
 

In our Acts text, Luke points out that God will do what God will do and 

break forth, burst out, emerge from whomever God wills and at 

whatever time God wants.  
 

That person can hear from God?  They have never set foot in a church 

and do you know how they live their life?   
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The church in Acts was just like some of us today, judgmental and 

placing God in their own box with their own boundaries.  We are 

approaching Pentecost, a breaking opening again of the power to 

remake our lives and for us to remake the church to hear again how to 

be friends with those we do not know and to lay our lives down for the 

love of justice, equality, environment, human rights - the other.   
 

Jesus is not just our role model.  My Mommy is my role model.  The 

love that abides in me from my Mommy is my source I can go to; I can 

hear her words and feel her touch whenever I desire her physical 

presence.  
 

I did not walk with Jesus; I did not see Jesus, but through the 

testimonies and stories in the Bible, Jesus has become my source.   
 

Debi Thomas, the writer for Journey with Jesus, explains the 

metaphorical language used in John 15 - I am the vine and you are the 

branches by sating:  

We must abide in the holy place where divine love becomes 

possible; we must make our home in Jesus’ love.”  What we have 

seen and heard in the scriptures is our example of love laying 

down life for love.  The source the fuel for us to be that example 

is to find and go to the holy place-the place that you consider 

holy; the place where you see and hear and feel divine love 

becomes possible. We must abide in the holy place and we must 

make our home in Jesus’ love. 
 

Thomas continues by saying:  

We are called to become love as we abide in love.  In other 

words, we will become what we attend to; we will give away 

what we take in.  The invitation — is to drink our fill of the 

Source, which is Christ, spill over to bless the world, and then 

return to the Source for a fresh in-filling.  This is our movement, 

our rhythm, our dance.  Over and over again.  This is where we 

begin and end and begin again.  ‘Love one another as I have 

loved you. Abide in my love.’ 
 

Who can withhold when we are filled? Break forth and dare to dance 

again!  
 

Shalom. 

Pastor Alberta 
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Scriptures 
 

John 15:9, 11-15a 

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 
 
I 

have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that 

your joy may be complete.“This is my commandment, that you love 

one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to 

lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do 

what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the 

servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 

friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have 

heard from my Father. 

 
Acts 10:44-48 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard 

the word. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 

astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on 

the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling 

God. Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing 

these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he 

ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 

invited him to stay for several days.  
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