
  

 

Ascension Sunday,  May 16, 2021 

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

   Sermon                   Pastor Alberta 
 

Gone Up With a Shout: Clap Your Hands! 

Scriptures - Psalm 47:1-6; Luke 24:44-53 
 

Psalm 47 
Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with loud songs 

of joy. For the LORD, the Most High, is awesome, a great king 

over all the earth. He subdued peoples under us, and nations 

under our feet. He chose our heritage for us, the pride of Jacob 

whom he loves. Selah God has gone up with a shout, 

the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. Sing praises to God, sing 

praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises. For God is the 

king of all the earth; sing praises with a psalm. God is king over 

the nations; God sits on his holy throne. The princes of the 

peoples gather as the people of the God of Abraham. For the 

shields of the earth belong to God; he is highly exalted. 
 

Ascension Day is the mystery whereby Christ leaves us - no 

longer walking the earth with the disciples, giving them the 

encouragement they needed after his death and resurrection, and 

is taken away into Heaven.  But Christ is also given to us and to 

the world in a new and more universal way.   
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Jesus’ humanity is taken into heaven, so our humanity belongs 

there too, and in a sense is already there with Christ.   Paul tells us 

in Colossians 3: 
 

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that 

are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of 

God.  Set your minds on things that are above, not on things 

that are on earth,  for you have died, and your life is hidden 

with Christ in God.  When Christ who is your life is 

revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
 

In the Ascension, Christ’s glory is at once revealed and 

concealed, and so is ours.  When the work of God is moving 

through our lives; when our hands and feet, eyes and ears, head, 

and hearts - our whole selves are focused on yielding peaceable 

fruit of righteousness, as stated by the writer of Hebrews, our 

glory in Christ is revealed and concealed until the fruit is ripe.  

Then the fruit of love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control is evident in 

our focus on saving lives from poverty, corruption, violence, 

racism, sexism, and any “ism” that separates instead of unites.  

I stumbled upon Dr. Malcolm Guite, a self-proclaimed poet-priest 

who sings and lectures on the importance of art as a proclamation 

of theology.  For many years he was the Chaplain at Girton 

College of the University of Cambridge.  On his website he shares 

a picture of their celebration of Ascension.  They gathered on the 

green and launched rockets, the picture was titled, “We have lift 

off!”  Hear Dr. Guite’s poem titled, Ascension: 

 We saw his light break through the cloud of glory 

 Whilst we were rooted still in time and place 

 As earth became a part of Heaven’s story 

 And heaven opened to his human face. 

 We saw him go and yet we were not parted 

 He took us with him to the heart of things 

 The heart that broke for all the broken-hearted 

 Is whole and Heaven-centered now, and sings, 

 Sings in the strength that rises out of weakness, 
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 Sings through the clouds that veil him from our sight, 

 Whilst we ourselves become his clouds of witness 

 And sing the waning darkness into light, 

 His light in us, and ours in him concealed, 

 Which all creation waits to see revealed . 
 

Christ has gone up with a shout! God reigns! Clap your hands!  

Dare to Dance again! Reveal the glory of God! 
 

Shalom 

Pastor Alberta 

 

SCRIPTURES 
 

Psalm 47:1-6 

Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with loud songs of joy. 

For the LORD, the Most High, is awesome, a great king over all the 

earth. He subdued peoples under us, and nations under our feet. 

He chose our heritage for us, the pride of Jacob whom he loves. Selah 

God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 

Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

 

Luke 24:44-53 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I 

was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of 

Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened 

their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is 

written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the 

third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You 

are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my 

Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed 

with power from on high.” 

The Ascension of Jesus 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he 

blessed them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and 

was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple 

blessing God.  
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