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Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

   Sermon                           Pastor Alberta 
Journey with Jeremiah:  Containers as Mouthpieces 

Scriptures: Psalm 71:1-6; Jeremiah 1:4-10 
 

Grace Church, you are a community in transition. When we are in the 

in-between times, we need to be intentional about remembering the 

presence of God and the hope of a better future. For the next few weeks 

we will journey with the prophet Jeremiah and encounter the familiar 

imagery of God as the Potter who can reshape and remake us; making 

us vessels of living water ready for a brighter tomorrow. I pray: 
 

Skilled Potter God, we are your living clay. 

we are your soft, unformed, and being-shaped mass of earth. 

we are your in-process vessel,  

well-kneaded by your warm earth hands. 

We are clay…becoming. 
 

A while ago I heard from a friend I had not spoken to in years. We are 

both the same age (65) and she shared she was thinking about moving 

into a 55+ community.  I asked, what would be the benefits?  She 

responded, “I’m waiting to see what the Lord says.”  I asked another 

question, “What are you looking for in a gated community?”  She 

responded, again, “I’m waiting to see what the Lord says.” 
 

God says to Jeremiah: 

I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb. 

Before you were born, I set you apart and appointed you  



 

 
We are at the beginning of Jeremiah’s becoming story; the process of 

coming to be something or of passing into a state - a way of living or 

existence.  In the beginning God created.  Yet, we have all been asked 

“What do you want to be when you grow up?”  We were asked this 

question with the understanding we have a choice; we can set our 

course, we can decide. 
 

God says,  

I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb. 

Before you were born, I set you apart and appointed you  
 

My friend waits to see what the Lord’s says.  Her response sounds like 

she has no choice or responsibility in charting her course.  Is that what 

it means to trust God fully with your life? 
 

Look at each of these containers.  Our theme for today is containers and 

mouthpieces.  Each container has a purpose, a design; each can hold, 

carry, support, even beautify.  Look at the crock pot—it has a spot of 

color to beautify, and it holds and transforms.  If each of you held up a 

mirror to your face, you would be looking at a container—your body, 

your person; your being that also can be transformative. 
 

On Facebook there was a story entitled, “Woman Discovers She’s a 

Princess.”  Sarah, a biracial child, was adopted at the age of one by a 

white family.  After entering grad school, she began the search for her 

biological family.  She found out her mother, a white woman, died of 

cancer and her father was of West African ancestry.  She had all the 

questions about how her father could leave her and her mother and then 

she remembered, this was an interracial relationship in the 70’s in 

Virginia!  Life was different. 
 

At age 28 she hired a private investigator to help her find her father.  

This led to her finding her father’s family who lived in Maryland, and 

then connecting with her father in Sierra Leone.  Once she was present 

in the land of her ancestors, her heart connected to them and her 

purpose, her reason for being was realized. 
 

Sarah was 28, a young woman whom God knew before she was formed 

in her mother’s womb; she was set apart and appointed to help the 

people of Sierra Leone rise up after the civil war and blood diamonds.  

God brought back to Sarah remembrances through her own desire to 



 

 
know her ancestors.  God works with us.  God uses our containers to be 

the mouthpiece needed for individuals, groups, or organizations. 
 

How does God know me and set me apart and appoint me to be?  In the 

beginning God created.  To create requires something.  Even though 

many believe God can create out of nothing and then I respond: nothing 

is something we just don’t know what it is, yet. 
 

Jeremiah was born of priestly parentage, toward the middle of the 

seventh century.  God knew and knows our history, our connections.  

God creates with the world/ in partnership/ alongside.  No above or 

pushing us from behind.  God brings to our remembrances who we are/ 

how we have been designed/ how our container will hold, support, 

beautify, make a difference in the world.  God knows the past 

influences, relationships, and moments in our lives that will move us to 

speak for ourselves, others, and even organizations.  We have a choice.  

Jeremiah chose to be the container and the mouthpiece during Judah’s 

time of pride, evil, and violence.  Why do we repeat history? 
 

Yes, we listen to hear and see what God will say.  The answer comes 

from our heart where we keep our memories of our past and our hopes 

for our future.  The answer comes from our connections in life, social 

location, gender, occupation, life experiences.  God works with us/ 

along side us. We do not need to be afraid to dream aloud with God. 
 

Sarah joined her royal family in pulling up; tearing down; taking apart 

and demolishing to start over, building and planting.  That is creating:  

tearing down, taking apart, demolishing to start over, building and 

planting.  That is what happens during this season of transition as you 

prepare to call your next settled pastor. Individuals become community.  

It is in community each individual container becomes a mouthpiece for 

the purpose needed at that time.  We will hear from each Grace 

container when we begin our small group gatherings. 
 

Grace Church, the building, is a container that can be a mouthpiece for 

this community.  How has God appointed this building to speak?  How 

has God appointed each of you in community as Grace Congregational 

UCC to speak to this community in this season? 
 

God works with your past for you to see the opportunities for hope and 

transformation for the future. Your job is to “pull up and tear down, 



 

 

take apart and demolish, and then start over, building and planting.”  

     

You are the body of Christ called to be Grace Congregational United 

Church of Christ.  You are the containers that will transform, speak, 

create, and recreate.  You have been appointed.  Now, dream with God, 

trusting God is walking with you into your purpose for this season of 

Grace Church. 
 

Pastor Alberta 

 

Psalm 71:1-6 (The Voice translation) 
 

I have found shelter in You, Eternal One; 

    I count on You to shield me always from humiliation and disgrace. 

Rescue and save me in Your justice. 

    Turn Your ear to me, and hurry to deliver me from my enemies. 

Be my rock of refuge where I can always hide. 

    You have given the order to keep me safe; 

    You are my solid ground—my rock and my fortress. 

Save me from the power of sinful people, O my God, 

   from the grip of unjust and cruel men. 

For You are my hope, Eternal One; 

   You, Lord, have been the source of my confidence since I was young. 

I have leaned upon You since I came into this world; 

  I have relied on You since You took me safely from my mother’s body.  

So I will ever praise You. 
 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 (New Living Translation) 
 

The Lord gave me this message: 

I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb. 

    Before you were born I set you apart 

    and appointed you as my prophet to the nations.” 

O Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I can’t speak for you! I’m too young!” 

The LORD replied, “Don’t say, ‘I’m too young,’ for you must go wherever 

I send you and say whatever I tell you. And don’t be afraid of the people, 

for I will be with you and will protect you. I, the LORD, have 

spoken!” Then the LORD reached out and touched my mouth and said, 

“Look, I have put my words in your mouth! 

Today I appoint you to stand up against nations and kingdoms. 

Some you must uproot and tear down, destroy and overthrow. 

Others you must build up and plant.” 


