
 

 

Sunday,  June 13, 2021—Graduates being formed by God 

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

   Sermon                           Pastor Alberta 
Potter’s Wheel: Reworked Not Thrown Away 

Scripture: Jeremiah 18:1-11 
 

Bread for the World video was shown  

https://player.vimeo.com/video/539369746 

 

The “Credo” for Bread for the World; their statement of their 

beliefs, and what guides their actions reads:  
  

We are moved by God’s grace in Jesus Christ to work for justice 

for hungry people. They may be in the next house. Or in the next 

country. No matter where they live, they are our neighbors. And 

we have the power to help. Charity alone is not enough. We must 

urge our government to make fair decisions So struggling 

families can provide for their children. We must write personal 

letters and emails to Congress and engage our churches, 

campuses, and other organizations. We must change laws and 

structures that allow poverty to persist. When we turn our faith 

into action, God uses our voices. Again, and again, we win help 

and opportunity. Two fish become many. Five loaves become 

enough to feed a multitude. God is moving in our time to end 

hunger, And we are part of this great liberation. It is our mission 

to help our neighbors.  
 

Wherever they live. They are hungry. And we are Bread for the 

World. 

 

https://player.vimeo.com/video/539369746


 

 
We continue our journey with the prophet Jeremiah.  Reading 

Jeremiah’s story, his recounting of the conversations he had with the 

One, the Divine Creator-Yahweh/God.  Jeremiah, son of a priest, tells 

us in his book found in the Old Testament, he was born to be become a 

prophet.  A prophet-one called to call people to live well and to live 

rightly-to be human.  Jeremiah tells us he was appointed by God to 

speak to nations and kingdoms to live well and to live rightly-to be 

human.   Jeremiah was given the words from God to speak out against 

the social evils: oppression, violence, destruction, abuse of power, 

neglect of others and pious shows of worship that did not change 

hearts, minds, and relationships.  Jeremiah was “bread for the world” in 

his day. 
 

Today, we cannot be human if we do not exist in the present—for our 

day; for the present is where God meets us. God meets us in our lack, 

in our pain, in our economic disparities; in racial disparities; gender 

disparities; in our doubts and fears and hopes to live well; in our hopes 

to be human.  God meets us and waits patiently for us to meet God; for 

us to remember and acknowledge our partnership, our covenant with 

God. Covenanting with God is not political.  It is our reasonable 

expectation as followers of Christ to figure out what God’s will is; 

what is good and pleasing and mature—Paul had that conversation in 

the letter to the Romans, Chapter 12.   
 

In Jeremiah 18, it says Jeremiah received the Lord’s word: “Go down 

to the potter’s house, and I will give you instructions about what to do 

there.”  Other translations say: “I will let you hear my words.” 
 

But God has been talking to Jeremiah all along and Jeremiah has given 

the words to Judah.  Why now, is God saying, stop, wait a minute, let 

me make sure you are hearing me correctly?  Go, and I will give you 

instructions so you can hear my words. 
 

“Potter’s Wheel:  Reworked, Not Thrown Away.”  The potter patiently 

turns the wheel, pours in water, gives the pressure needed; when the 

clay losses its shape and falls off the wheel, the potter starts over again. 
 

Jeremiah is still, watching, waiting, and anticipating God to speak.  

This is what happens to me when I take myself on retreat-sometimes it 

is walking down to the beach; sometimes it’s staring at the sky; 

sometimes it’s driving with the music blaring one of my favorite 



 

 

stations; sometimes it’s going to an art show, sometimes it’s meeting 

with my professional coach and sometimes, it’s in a small group with 

others who also are waiting expecting a word from God to direct our 

actions or to refocus our minds or even to heal our hearts. God 

provided time and an imagery, something simple as a potter making a 

clay pot, to teach about God’s power and God’s love and God’s 

patience. Sometimes just an ordinary event, a gathering with people 

you don’t know well, or the right question asked when you are still, 

waiting, and expecting-that’s when you have that “aha moment;” you 

receive new insight and new understanding.   
 

Jeremiah is also known as the weeping prophet.  His message to the 

people was doom and more doom unless they returned to working with 

God in the things that are good and pleasing and mature.  Jeremiah’s 

God was angry with the people, and it seemed as if the people were 

doomed.  But God used the potter to show Jeremiah that our God is 

patient, and caring, always willing and able to start over with us-if we 

want to start over.  
 

I was bothered by the image of power and control in this text.  I believe 

God works with me:  we have been created to be partners in God’s 

mercy, that means sometimes I need time to get to my “aha moment” to 

receive new insight to have a fuller understanding of what it means to 

walk with God, follow the ways of Jesus and receive the power of the 

Holy Spirit.  God is the potter and is always reworking us.  When we 

fall off the wheel, we get stretched, but not to a breaking point; God 

pours more water, but not to drown us; just enough to make us pliable; 

and when it is time for us to stand up for God, we will feel the heat, but 

not be consumed. God’s power is tempered by patience. God is always 

with us and waits for us to acknowledge God. Waits for us to 

remember we are covenant people. 
 

Covenanting to meet God where God is needed, is not political.  Social 

justice actions should result in changes to the system so that all can eat, 

all can have a livable wage, all can be human and live free.  We 

participate by seeing, hearing, listening to stories that are not our own, 

but remembering we are all connected, we/ they/them are all made in 

the image of God.  They are our sisters and brothers; they are our 

neighbors. Living to see God in the other is being in covenant with 

God; raising our arms in solidarity, opening our homes to house a 



 

 

refugee, donning a flag that points out not all people are treated the 

same and another flag that says our goal is a “just world for all”-that is 

not political. That is being a covenant partner with our Creator who 

created us to live a life as interrupters of injustice as the way we show 

God’s love and our commitment to be the love in the world.  
 

One in 4 Vermonters are facing food insecurities as stated by the 

Hunger Council of Rutland County organized by Hunger Free 

Vermont. Bread for the World is just one example of what it looks 

like to do the work of the prophet, to call people to live well and to live 

rightly-to be human.  What is your prophetic call, Grace? How does 

Grace hear today how Grace is to call people to live well and to live 

rightly-how is Grace being called to help/guide people to be human? 
 

The in-between time, the transition time, the interim time is your time 

down at the potter’s house.  What message does God have for Grace?  

What is being reworked?  Jeremiah was given a message to kingdoms 

and nations.  What message is God waiting to hear from you? 
 

Shalom 
Pastor Alberta 

 

Scripture: Jeremiah 18:1-11 
 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: “Come, go down to the 

potter’s house, and there I will let you hear my words.” So I went down to the 

potter’s house, and there he was working at his wheel. The vessel he was 

making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into 

another vessel, as seemed good to him. 
 

Then the word of the LORD came to me: Can I not do with you, O house of 

Israel, just as this potter has done? says the LORD. Just like the clay in the 

potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. At one moment I may 

declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down 

and destroy it, but if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from 

its evil, I will change my mind about the disaster that I intended to bring on 

it. And at another moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom 

that I will build and plant it, but if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my 

voice, then I will change my mind about the good that I had intended to do to 

it. Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem: Thus says the LORD: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you 

and devising a plan against you. Turn now, all of you from your evil way, and 

amend your ways and your doings. 


