
 

 

Sunday,  June 20, 2021 

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

   Sermon                           Pastor Alberta 
Shards—Still My People 

Scripture: Jeremiah 4:11-12; 22-28  
 

The Prophet Jeremiah was called to be a prophet- the one called to 

call people to live well and to live rightly-the one called to call 

people to be human.  Jeremiah answered that call.  He was heart-

broken over the sins of his people: worship of idols, social injustices, 

corruption and moral decay-they forgot the intent of the Mosaic 

Covenant was to govern and shape the hearts of Israel to love God 

and to love one another.  Laws and rules are useless in changing 

hearts; thus, the new covenant came.   Jeremiah prophesied the 

destruction of Jerusalem and the temple destroyed by Babylon and 

the people deported. In our passage today we hear Jeremiah’s poetic 

vision of the Babylonian threat looming on the horizon:  hear 

Jeremiah’s vision; the consequences of the lack of character and 

virtue in the land. Before Jeremiah’s vision of the coming judgment, 

the Lord speaks: 
 

“O Israel,” says the LORD, 

    “if you wanted to return to me, you could. 

You could throw away your detestable idols and stray away no more. 

Then when you swear by my name, saying, 

    ‘As surely as the LORD lives,’ 

you could do so with truth, justice, and righteousness. 

Then you would be a blessing to the nations of the world, 

    and all people would come and praise my name.” 

 

(Imagine a table setting with wine glass, plate, bread plate bowl and water glass) 



 

 

Jeremiah envisions: 
 

When disaster comes, the LORD will tell you people of Jerusalem, 

“I am sending a windstorm from the desert—not a welcome breeze. 

And it will sweep you away as punishment for your sins. 

I heard the LORD say, 

    “My people ignore me. They are foolish children  

who do not understand that they will be punished. 

All they know is how to sin.” 

After this, I looked around. 

The earth was barren, with no form of life. 

The sun, moon, and stars had disappeared. 

The mountains were shaking; 

no people could be seen, and all the birds had flown away. 

Farmland had become a desert, and towns were in ruins. 

The LORD’s fierce anger had done all of this. 

The LORD said: 

I have made my decision, and I won’t change my mind. 

This land will be destroyed, although not completely. 

The sky will turn dark, and the earth will mourn. 

 

Shards! Still my people! 

 

In our psalter, Psalm 51, I want you to imagine King David 

strolling around his palace.  He has a glass of wine in his hands.  He 

is relaxing, felling a sense of accomplishment and completion.  

King David steps out on his balcony and sees a beautiful woman 

taking a bath.  Her beauty is so intoxicating; he can’t turn his eyes 

away; he doesn’t want to turn his eyes away; he doesn’t have to-he 

is the King!  He founded the Judaean dynasty and united all the 

tribes of Israel under a single monarch.  

 

King David is a great fighter and a great ruler.  King David is a 

leader after God’s own heart.  The man, David, sees something he 

wants and sends his servants to go and get it.  Bring her here! 

 

Power can make one think they are above God or that God does not 

see their wrongs. David took what he wanted.  No one says no to 

the King and lives!  



 

 

But then David tries to make right out of the wrong.  Bathsheba is 

married to one of King David’s soldiers; so, he just places him on the 

front lines-knowing he will be killed, and he is. So, now Bathsheba 

can become one of his wives, all is well, until the prophet Nathan 

comes.  The prophet comes to call people to live well and live rightly, 

to be human. To make you stop and look at your own character; how 

you use or misuse power. 

 

The Lord sends the prophet Nathan to David to say: 

There were two men in a certain town. One was rich, and one was 

poor. The rich man owned a great many sheep and cattle. The poor 

man owned nothing but one little lamb he had bought. He raised 

that little lamb, and it grew up with his children. It ate from the 

man’s own plate and drank from his cup. He cuddled it in his arms 

like a baby daughter. One day a guest arrived at the home of the 

rich man. But instead of killing an animal from his own flock or 

herd, he took the poor man’s lamb and killed it and prepared it for 

his guest. 

David was furious. “As surely as the LORD lives,” he vowed, “any 

man who would do such a thing deserves to die! He must repay four 

lambs to the poor man for the one he stole and for having no pity.” 

Then Nathan said to David, “You are that man! (2 Samuel 12:1-7) 

 

Broken! (wine glass breaks) shards-sharp edges that can cut and 

pierce.  But God can make what is broken whole, if you confess, 

acknowledge you missed the mark; acknowledge your sin. 

 

It took someone to come to David whom he respected for him to see 

himself; for him to admit his flawed character; his misuse of power; 

his disrespect of relationships.  David’s sin was against God and 

God’s people. But once it was put in his face, David said, “God, 

make a fresh start in me, shape a Genesis week from the chaos of my 

life.” (Psalm 51, the Message) 

 

Image, Jeremiah comes to the people with a bowl; a bowl can 

symbolize potential.  The potential is everyone can share what is in 

the bowl: life and prosperity; that you may prosper in all that you do 

and wherever you turn.  If we stop the violence.  If we value life in all 

people. (bowl breaks) A broken bowl has no potential, it can hold 



 

 

nothing, yet God can open our eyes to see and our hearts to change 

to value relationship building and community.  Shards! But still, we 

belong to God. 

 

Look at his bread plate-empty because we cannot share the land that 

produces food, (bread plate breaks) Shards, but God has sent us 

people with skill and knowledge to show us how to be 

environmentally just. God has not left us without guidance, people, 

prophets to show us how to live well and live rightly.  Shards, but 

still God’s people. 

 

We all go through hard times in our lives:  under employed, lack of 

employment, unaffordable housing, lack of access to healthcare, 

death, sickness, loneliness, emotional trauma; (large plate breaks) 

we feel broken, and unworthy.  We don’t love ourselves and when 

we seek love, we are betrayed, abused, sold into slavery-sex 

trafficking and addictions. Broken. Shards, sharp edges needing to 

be smoothed out; nourishment to be made whole; acceptance, 

compassion; saved from ourselves and saved from the world.   

 

God made us people of faith who seek community to be empowered 

to think towards hope, through songs, music, prayers, time in nature 

and study of God’s word.  We, who are lovers of God and followers 

of Jesus, are created to point people towards hope; to speak words of 

grace and to act and behave with all people with love.  

 

The people in Jeremiah’s day had forgotten the basic tenets of how 

to be in relationship with God and God’s people-all of God’s people, 

not just the ones who talked like them, dressed like them, bur all 

people without judgment.  

  

This glass represents expectations.  Do you know what that is?  

HOPE! Jeremiah expected people to stop worshipping wealth, land, 

and property.  Jeremiah expected the government to be concerned 

about all the inhabitants of the nation:  the poor, the refugee, the 

immigrant, the homeless, the widow, the sick, the lame, the families 

made up of same gender loving persons and the persons striving to 

live in sync with their mind, hearts, and bodies-those transgender 

persons. 



 

 

Jeremiah expected them to see and understand change was needed.  

Jeremiah expected them to understand the way they were living was 

no longer sufficient to their social, cultural, or economic realities. 

Today, we must be aware of the benefits and threats due to 

technology; we must be aware of nuclear war or accident; we must 

get on board with the fossil fuel divestment movement; the 

disappearance of biodiversity-to ensure sustainability for all life 

forms must be our concern; we must pay attention to the demand on 

the water and food resources of the earth. 

 

Jeremiah expected people who loved God to stop and see that their 

display of love was void of gratefulness; was void of repentance; 

was void of hope; was void of grace-they did not know how to make 

space for the other-the 99%; the Black and Indigenous People of 

Color. Jeremiah expected the people to heed his warnings or face the 

consequences.  

 

God never leaves us or forsake us.  God always sends us warnings 

and provides us with what we need to make changes.  God is with us 

if we do; and God is with us if we choose not to.  We can be very 

sharp-edged people, hardheaded, not quick to see or to change.   

 

God walks with us through the storms and destructions. God expects 

us to learn from history, and from our mistakes.  God expects us to 

grow in wisdom; to grow in knowledge and to measure our actions 

against the actions of God’s sovereign love in creating a community 

that reflects and responds to God’s character as just and faithful.   

 

This glass is waiting for the expectations; this glass is waiting to be 

filled with hope; for us to understand accountability to God is our 

human stewardship of the gift of God’s love and its goals within the 

community. May this glass overflow! 

 

Shalom 
Pastor Alberta 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Scripture: Jeremiah 4:11-12; 22-28 (Contemporary English Bible) 
 

When disaster comes, the LORD will tell you people of Jerusalem, 

“I am sending a windstorm 

from the desert— 

    not a welcome breeze.[a] 

And it will sweep you away 

    as punishment for your sins. 

I heard the LORD say, 

    “My people ignore me. 

They are foolish children 

who do not understand 

    that they will be punished. 

All they know is how to sin.” 
23 After this, I looked around. 

The earth was barren, 

    with no form of life. 

The sun, moon, and stars 

    had disappeared. 
24 The mountains were shaking; 

25 no people could be seen, 

    and all the birds 

    had flown away. 
26 Farmland had become a desert, 

    and towns were in ruins. 

The LORD’s fierce anger 

    had done all of this. 
27-28 The LORD said: 

I have made my decision, 

    and I won’t change my mind. 

This land will be destroyed, 

    although not completely. 

The sky will turn dark, 

    and the earth will mourn. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+4%3A11-12%3B+22-28&version=CEV#fen-CEV-17217a

