
 

 

Sunday,  July 11, 2021 

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

   Sermon                           Pastor Alberta 
The Tie That Binds: Formed 

Scripture: Isaiah 64:1-9 ; Psalm 112 (both Common English Bible) 

   

What would God have me to do?  But more importantly, what would 

God have me to be?  Being vs doing.  What comes first-our being or 

our doing? 

 

There are so many times we hear, “I was made this way; I was 

formed to be this and to do this.” Formed to be and to do. By whom? 

Using what pattern/what format/what parts are being brought together 

to create what? Who is doing the fashioning, the molding, who is 

deciding which cookie shape I will be? What will be the flavor of 

me? 

  

We have used the pottery imagery for the past few weeks.  The image 

of the potter at the wheel shaping and forming.  Good or bad, we 

have placed God as the potter being in control of how fast the wheel 

turns, how much water is added to the clay, how long or wide the 

neck, how round or big the base, how long will God place us in the 

fire? Will God remove us from the fire in time so we do not crack, 

break, spill all over the place? 

 

Sometimes this imagery seems to convey we have no control, no say; 

that we are passive participants in the forming process.  And we all 



 

 

know that is not true.  We are not robots or artificial intelligent 

beings.  We are all formed with a movement towards self.  The self/ 

myself/ self-preservation-movement towards being me to do me 

because I’m made that way. 

 

Our scriptures today remind us we have a choice.  We choose our 

paths.  Plural.  From what we have seen, from what we have heard 

from our parents, teachers, persons who shared their knowledge and 

experiences, who seem to point to how they made it to be them and 

to be doing what they do. We are continually reminded of the 

importance of community, of communal living where the 

foundational characteristic is the concern for one another’s well-

being.  No one is overlooked.   

  

The psalmist says happy are those who shine in the dark for others 

to do right; give freely to those in need; who lend generously, who 

conduct their affairs with justice; whose hearts are firm, steady, 

they are not frightened by bad news; who adore God’s command-

ments trusting in God.  

 

That type of spiritual formation happens by choosing to be in 

community with people who look at the characteristics of the 

potter, of our Creator and strive to be an imitator. Try to imitate the 

one who shapes yet gives space for creativity and reshaping to 

accomplish the goal of forming the tie that binds.  The tie of 

communal responsibility. 

 

The prophet Isaiah cries, “God, come and shape us, shape our 

community.”  Yet, the prophet Jeremiah cannot understand how 

the people can be so blind.  God provided a good government; a 

good king who ruled over Judah, the Southern Kingdom. His 

name was Josiah and he brought about religious, economic, and 

social reforms that brought Judah back to God, back to being a 

community that looked after all the people.  Sadly, his successors 

did not continue his reforms and the people, the ones who should 

have remembered and reminded the people of what good looked 

like; of how they were formed to be and do-got caught up in 

themselves, their pride, their status, keeping their name.  

 



 

 

Jeremiah was born during the reign of Josiah and began his 

ministry as Josiah’s successors were undoing the strides Josiah had 

made. This brought on the judgment of God and the attacking 

armies of the Babylonians. Eventually Jerusalem would come 

under siege, be attacked, sacked, and raised. 

 

That is the context and backdrop of Jeremiah’s ministry, including 

this passage before us today. The tone of this passage begins with 

God seeming hurt by Israel’s betrayal. “What fault did your 

ancestors find in me, that they strayed so far from me?” “What 

have I done wrong,” God asks. God comes across as a friend hurt 

by another’s leaving, a jilted lover, a spouse rocked by a partner’s 

infidelity, or a parent hurt by a child’s cold indifference.   

 

If God can stop and have self-reflection, why can’t we?  We strive 

to imitate God, right?   

 

In our Jeremiah text we see God’s character as close to being 

human - you know, how we feel when we get our feelings hurt; we 

remind people of all we have done for them, and we ask, why you 

are treating me this way. 

 

Then, our hearts get steady; we pick up our heads and we become 

the prosecutor and we bring the charges—we point out how the 

covenant has been broken. “You broke the covenant.” “You didn’t 

keep your promise.” “ I didn’t do anything wrong-it was you!” 

 

God’s people have broken the first two commandments. The first 

says you shalt not have any other gods before me. God was meant 

to be the primary object of Israel’s worship and desire.  We are to 

only worship God! We were formed to imitate God.  God sent 

Jesus to show us how to pray, how to meditate, how to advocate; 

how to pray, how to meditate and how to advocate for all people 

not just for ourselves.  

 

The commandment that says we shall not have or make idols; we 

shall not make our own gods.  The god of stuff.  How much stuff 

can I have to be the king or queen of stuff?  How many trees can I 

take out to build my house on the lake? To build my house on the 



 

 

mountain top.  Or at the ocean’s edge?  The land does not belong 

to anyone; oh, it does, but they don’t count so let me appease them

- they don’t know what to do with it anyway.  

 

Yet, happy are those who honor the Lord, who adore God’s 

commandments.  Their descendants will be strong throughout the 

land; the offspring of those who do right will be blessed.   

 

Our spiritual formation has come down through the ages to help us 

look at ourselves to be the people of God and to do the work of the 

people of God.  We were formed, are being formed, and will be 

formed to be happy and blessed, to withstand the bad news and hard 

times if we stay connected to the source of living water and throw 

water on those who forget how we are formed; not to drown them, 

just to wake them up.  Always have a towel ready to dry them off as 

you say, “Remember your source; remember whose design we are.”  

Then lift your heads towards the hills from whence our help comes.  

Reach out, up, and in to bring in for the tie that binds. 

 

Your name is Grace; grace makes space.  That is how you were 

formed; that is who you are!  Walk in your being, forming ties and 

making space.  Walk in your being and form and connect the ties 

that bind to form community.  

 

Amen.  
Pastor Alberta 
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