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   Sermon                    Pastor Alberta 
 

Scripture:  Psalm 147:1-11  (from The Inclusive Bible)  
  

alleluia! 

How good it is to praise our God! 

How pleasant and how fitting to sing God’s praise! 

  YHWH rebuilds Jerusalem, and gathers Israel’s exiles. 

  God heals the brokenhearted, and binds up their wounds. 

  God knows the number of the stars and calls each one by name. 

  Great is YHWH, and mighty in power;  

     there is no limit to God’s wisdom. 

YHWH lifts up the oppressed, and casts the corrupt to the ground. 

   sing to our God with thanksgiving; 

   sing praise with the harp to our God— 

   who covers the heavens with clouds,  

   who provides rain for the earth, 

   who makes grass sprout on the mountains 

   and herbs for the service of the people, 

   who gives food to the cattle, and to the young ravens when they cry. 

   God does not thrill to the strength of the horse, 

   or revel in the fleetness of humans. 

YHWH delights in those who worship with reverence 

and put their hope in divine love. 



 

 
Beguiled by Beauty 

Awakening to Beauty: Falling in Love with the World 

“Are you ready for a new life?” 
  
Are you ready for a new life?! 
 

Sounds like one of the many commercials that try to sell us something to 

enhance this; or decrease that.  For those of us who grew up Baptist, or 

strongly evangelical, maybe it brought to mind the advertisements for 

revivals.  
 

Commercials are messages promoting a product or service, aiming at a 

particular market.  “Beguiled by Beauty: Cultivating a life of contempla-

tion and radical compassion; Awakening to Beauty/ Falling in love with 

the World” is a message targeted to us- people of faith; people who 

follow a religious path, people who connect or belong to a faith com-

munity; people who strive to be a transforming presence in the world. 
 

Like any commercial, the message must convince me that there is 

something lacking in my life or that this product can make my life better 

or help me to achieve my life goals.  As people of faith, people who 

follow the religious path called Christianity, the Progressive Christian 

sect.  Which can be defined:  as people of faith open to questioning 

tradition, open to the acceptance of human diversity, people with a deep 

belief in the centrality of the instructions from John 15: 17, “love one 

another;” and John 15: 26  

 When the Paraclete comes— 

 the Spirit of Truth who comes from Abba God, 

 whom I myself will send from my Abba— 

 she will bear witness on my behalf.  
 

We believe the gospel is living and moving and the vitality of our faith-

the way we keep our heads up and our hope in Divine Love is with the 

paraclete, the comforter, the Holy Spirit whom Jesus opened to us, and 

said “She will lead us in all truth.”  The sect of Christianity with a 

strong emphasis on social justice-care for the poor, oppressed, and 

environmental stewardship; a people of faith with a focus on promoting 

compassion, justice, mercy, and tolerance; the people of faith who draw 

their understanding of who God is from multiple theological streams, 

yet understand who God is can only be captured by stating who or what 

God is not.  



 

 
And the announcer says again, are you ready for a new life?  And my 

heart asks, will this new life help me walk upright through this global 

pandemic?  Will it identify what I am to say when people say, “It 

would not be a labor shortage if the government had not given out all 

those stimulus checks and extended unemployment; people just got 

lazy.”  Will it give me the words to help explain:  We do not have a 

labor shortage we have a wage workers rights shortage?  As a person of 

faith, how will this new life help me be a transforming presence in the 

world? 
 

Dr. Wendy Farley is the author of the book, Beguiled by Beauty: 

Cultivating a Life of Contemplation and Compassion.  She says “We 

live in a time of turmoil and possibility. Things fall apart, the center 

cannot hold.  We must return to the contemplative practices that have 

accompanied Christianity from its beginnings:  Matthew 6:6 tells us:  
 

But when you pray, go to your room, shut the door, and pray to God 

who is in that secret place, and your Abba God, the Beloved, our 

Divine Goodness—who sees all that is done in secret—will reward 

you.” 

 

Many of us already practice some forms of contemplative practices: 

centering prayer, meditation, chants, contemplation of scripture (Lectio 

Divina), poetry, music art, wilderness experiences; retreats and prayer 

groups.  Dr. Farley reminds us we are made for the Beloved for our 

Creator.  A native proverb says, “When you know your place, you 

respect the place of others.”   We have forgotten our place.   
 

Our psalter today, Psalm 147, was likely crafted during the early 

postexilic period, for a community of ragtag people; a conflicted 

community made up of returnees-the ones left behind to till and keep 

the land and others struggling in the aftermath of the exile to rebuild as 

a small colony on the fringe of the new empire.  A psalm of praise was 

crafted during a time of turmoil.  Praise not because of what is going on 

around them, but praise because of their place in the world- they belong 

to the Divine Goodness/ God our Creator. 

 

We worship a God of unprecedented times.  Yes, there have been other 

global pandemics; we have always had wars; yes, there have always 

been refugees and immigrants looking for a place of safety and to start 



 

 

over.  But we are now the people of faith traveling in and alongside 

the turmoils of life.  We are the ones being reminded that our Divine 

Goodness rebuilds what has been destroyed, and gathers what has 

been scattered, and knows us better than we know ourselves or our 

situation. 
 

There are times in our lives, moments in history, when things get 

unimaginably hard, and we don’t know what to do. Out of great 

struggles also come stories and images of great resiliency and hope. 

The psalm is a good example. Music, lyrics, poetry, open the 

underground rivers in our soul.  They give us enormous pleasure. 

They open us to rich layers of meaning, symbol, and myth. They help 

us criticize what is wrong with society and celebrate what is right. 
 

So, announcer asking me:  Are you ready for your new life, why are 

you assuming I do not already delight in the beauty of the world, or I 

do not spend time in nature?  Announcer, what are you really trying 

to sell me?   
 

To change how you see.  To see with your heart. To fall in love with 

the world; to love the mere fact that beings exist whether they have 

anything to do with us or not. And all beings, rich or poor, 

challenging to the eye or pleasing, enchant by its own created 

radiance.   
 

The Divine Goodness, the God who has many names and cannot be 

named, was charmed by all the beauty of the earth.  Don’t look away 

from the homeless person-pray for them. Don’t try to understand the 

transgender person -see their created radiance with your heart not 

your head or eyes.   This is the contemplative practice that evokes 

radical compassion.  This way of looking at the world will change 

your life, improve your relationship with the Divine Goodness, with 

our Creator, with God and open you to be led by the Comforter, the 

Paraclete, the Holy Spirit and be a transforming presence for others 

and the world. 
 

The announcer asks again:  Are you ready for a new life?  I respond, 

yes! 

 
Pastor Alberta 


