
 

 

Sunday,  September 12, 2021 

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

   Sermon                    Pastor Alberta 
Beguiled by Beauty 

Awakening to Beauty: Falling in Love with the World 

“Are you ready to let go of expectations?” 
 

Scripture:  Psalm 135:1-3; 13-21  (from The Inclusive Bible)  
  

Our scripture reads in the Inclusive Bible as: 

 

Alleluia!  

Praise the Name of YHWH—  

sing praise, you who serve the Most High,  

who stand in the house of YHWH, in the courts of God’s house!  

Alleluia!  

God is good! [Sing praises to God’s name because it is beautiful!]  

YHWH, your Name stands      

forever; your fame is told from one generation to the next.  

For you do justice for your people;  

and you have compassion for your faithful.  

The idols of the nations are silver and gold, the work of human hands. 

They have mouths but they can’t speak;  

they have eyes but they can’t see.  

They have ears but can’t hear; there is never a breath on their lips.  

Their makers will come to be like them,  



 

 
and so will all who trust in them!  

House of Israel, bless YHWH!  

Priests of the temple, bless YHWH!  

Attendants of the sanctuary, bless YHWH!  

You who revere YHWH, bless YHWH! 

Blessings from Zion upon YHWH, who dwells in Jerusalem!  

Alleluia! 
 

Last week the announcer asked, “Are you ready for a new life?” And I 

responded yes, to being charmed, enchanted, and fascinated by the 

world and all that is in it; just like God is beguiled by the beauty that 

God created.  I am created in the image of God; I am a person of faith 

who follows Jesus; a Christian-not that kind, the kind who loves one 

another and knows that the gospel is alive-living and moving and that 

the Paraclete, the Holy Spirit will help me live with and be the gospel 

message.  I said yes to changing how I see. I said yes to learning to see 

with my heart first.  
 

The announcer today asks: “Are you ready to let go of expectations?”  

Let go of depending upon others—a person, place, or thing—to give 

me joy and happiness? Announcer, is that what you are asking me to 

give up? 
 

Our psalter today, Psalm 135, is a typical psalm of praise.  It begins 

with Alleluia! Which means, in Hebrew, praise YHWH.  Y-H-W-H is 

the “proper name” of God.  
 

In Hebrew Bibles, these consonants are combined with the vowels for 

the word Adonai, which means “the Lord.” The Jewish reader will not 

speak the proper name of God, but instead substitutes the generic 

name “Lord” as not to take the Lord’s name in vain.   
 

In this psalm there is a calling of the different groups of people to 

bless YHWH...The name of the one the Hebrew people did not speak 

because they did not want to break the commandment:  

You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain,  

for the LORD will not leave anyone unpunished  

who takes His name in vain.   
 

They understood God cannot be contained.  The Divine Goodness is 

as deep and wide as the abyss, as elusive as mystery, and as surprising 

and beautiful and amazing as wonder.  



 

 
This psalm pokes fun at the idols we make for justice and compassion: 

silver, gold, money, status, stuff:  things that have no mouths to speak 

or eyes to see or ears to hear; things that have no heart to see; things/ 

stuff that will pass away/ those expectations we look for to give us joy 

and happiness. They are not worthy of praise. 

 

The announcer answers yes - those things that you sometimes use for 

fulfillment, that feed the eyes but leave the heart hungry; even those 

beliefs that give you status, make you patriotic, and justify how you 

treat people, how you define love.   

 

The announcer remembers it is the 20th anniversary of 9/11 and 

introduces me to Valarie Kaur, the founder of the “Revolutionary Love 

Project.”  The announcer said, listen to this story: 

 

Valarie Kaur is a Sikh.  She is the author of the book, See No 

Stranger. * Sikhism believes: 

There is only one God; God is without form, or gender; Everyone 

has direct access to God; Everyone is equal before God; a good life 

is lived as part of a community, by living honestly and caring for 

others.  Sikhs wear turbans to protect their hair as it is considered a 

sacred gift from God and an emblem of their goodwill and their 

commitment to fight against injustice.  
 

Every September, a Sikh family gathers quietly at a gas station in 

Arizona to mourn.  They remember Balbir Singh Sodhi, a kind-

hearted and generous man, whom many called Uncle.  He was 

planting flowers in front of his gas station when he was murdered by 

a man who called himself a patriot.  This was the first person killed in 

thousands of acts of hate and violence in the aftermath of 9/11. 
 

For 20 years, Valarie has made a pilgrimage to the gas station where 

Balbir Uncle was killed.  Every year, on the day of the murder, his 

brother Rana and his family transform the gas station into sacred 

space. While people pump gas behind them, they spread white sheets 

over the asphalt, set out trays of hot food, and serve tea to a small 

gathering of family and neighbors.  They listen and sing traditional 

Sikh songs and prayers as the sun sets.  Then they line up to place 

roses and candles on the cool marble on the spot where Balbir Uncle 

died.  

  



 

 

Rana, the brother, has worked to tell his brother’s story for 20 years, 

speaking to high school students, faith groups, and elected leaders.  

Rana has insisted on responding to hate and injustice with love.  He 

even reached out to his brother’s murderer to forgive him and begin 

the long hard road of reconciliation.  Rana refuses to leave anyone 

outside the circle of care, outside the circle of the Divine Goodness.  
 

Balbir Uncle wore his turban as part of his faith-his commitment to 

love all of humanity.  It was his appearance—a brown man wearing a 

turban—that the one who killed him saw.  He had not learned to see 

with his heart. His patriotic belief said, “Expect harm from this brown 

man wearing a turban.”  
 

Valarie Kaur envisions a world where love is a public ethic and shared 

practice in our lives and our politics.  We can be patriotic—loyal and 

supportive of our country—and practice the ethic of love in the journey 

for social justice.  We, the people of faith, can model and teach love is 

more than a feeling; it is sweet labor. Those of you who have ever 

witnessed a birth have seen that love is painful, bloody, imperfect, and 

life-giving.  Cultivating a life of contemplation and radical compassion 

engages all our emotions and all our senses that begins with our heart, 

our soul learning to give the Divine Goodness, God our praise without 

words, without sounds and then with words, with sounds and deeds.  
 

Are you ready to let go of expectations? 
 

Pastor Alberta 

 
*See No Stranger: A memoir and manifesto of revolutionary love by Valarie 

Kaur; 2020. Published by One World, an imprint of Random House. 
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