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Grace Church Memorials
The Sanctuary and
Chapel Flower Memorials
September 5 to the Glory of God.
September 12 to the Glory of God and celebrating all of our
Grace Church family as we worship in this beautiful space.
September 19 to the Glory of God.
September 26 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
the Mary and Martha Circle.
(Please note: If you would like to have a flower memorial in
memory of a loved one or for a special celebration, please
contact David Hazen: 483.2337/peren@aol.com).

September 5 to the Glory of God and to celebrate Wendy
and Pastor Alberta’s second anniversary.
September 12 to the Glory of God Odell Johnston, Sr.
by his family.
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The Church Spire will be illuminated

September 19 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Don Richardson by Rhonda Rivers.
September 26 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
John A. Densmore by his wife, Barbara Densmore.
****If you would like to have the Church Spire lit in
celebration or in memory of a loved one, please contact the
Church Office (775.4301). The cost for this is $20.
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September Worship at Grace Church
“One thing I ask of you, [Divine Goodness], one thing I seek: that I may dwell in
your house all the days of my life, to gaze on your beauty and to meditate in
your Temple.” Psalm 27:4 (Inclusive Bible)
An early 6th century theologian described God as “beguiled by beauty.”
The Creator was lured by a longing for beauty and so set in motion a
world of immense diversity and goodness. We were made for this Divine
Goodness. We were made inherently worthy, not by our “doing,” but by
our simply being. All things are beautiful–not by a standard of “pretty” as seen by our eyes, but by an
essence of sacred worth that is sensed by the spirit. This is the root and heart of compassion and
justice. Practices of contemplation help us train our gaze to these deeper truths. In this worship series
we will dwell with the God of Divine Goodness, deeply in love with us, and practice ways to return
that love as we fall more deeply in love with creation and with one another.
September 5: Communion Sunday
Awakening to Beauty:
Falling in Love with the World
Psalm 147:1-11
September 12: Fall Kick-Off Sunday
Abyss, Mystery, and Wonder
Chapel resumes at 8:30 a.m. with communion
Honoring our members with 50+ years at Grace
Welcome New Members
Psalm 135:1-3; 13-21

September 19
The Beauty of a World Without a “Why”
Song of Songs 4:1-7
September 26
From Beauty to Compassion and Justice
Isaiah 52: 7-10

Church Office Hours (beginning Sept. 7)
Monday – Thursday: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Closed on Friday
Church Office closed on Monday, Sept. 6
in honor of Labor Day

On September 12, we move into the fall season with Fall Kick-Off Sunday: a Sunday of
celebration. We celebrate 50+ year members of Grace, we celebrate new members, and we
celebrate the return of our 8:30 a.m. Chapel service. The Sanctuary Choir and the brass ensemble
will open our fall choir season. Join us!

HEAL UPDATE

STEWARDSHIP

A NOTE FROM THE
PASTOR
Another September…

Sometimes this work is simply daunting. There are days when the challenges seem too
immense to overcome. There are times when I desperately need a reminder of why it’s so
important to continue.
Last week that reminder came in the form of a message from the director of Rapha Community
Center, Tabitha Wambui. She shared the good news from the first week of school.

Hello Beloveds of God,
It is my second September with you and as your
Intentional Interim Minister, I am prayerfully
discerning the steps and rhythm we take together
to prepare you to call your next pastoral support.
That is the only reason I am here, to help you
ready your hearts and minds to welcome whom
God is preparing for you to help you carry out the
ministry God has given to Grace Church.
Mary Oliver is one of my favorite poets. This
poem is titled, “Praying.”
It doesn't have to be
the blue iris, it could be
weeds in a vacant lot, or a few
small stones; just
pay attention, then patch
a few words together and don't try
to make them elaborate, this isn't
a contest but the doorway
into thanks, and a silence in which
another voice may speak.
Join me in “paying attention” and enter the
doorway of thanks; thanks for all God has done
and for what we expect God to continue to do.
Also, let us not be afraid of the silence when we
stop talking and stop thinking about ourselves and
our own feelings and listen to and for another
voice to speak. The Holy Spirit manifests Herself
in many ways. Let us open our hearts and minds
to the Spirit of God and embrace another
September, another Fall.

I looked through images she sent
and saw the new Form 1 class
including 28 students, 14 boys
and 14 girls, all ready to begin
their secondary school
education. As I looked at their
faces, I felt so excited to see
where the next four yrears would
take them. I do what I do so
they will have a place to
grow, learn and thrive as
students.
Then I saw a picture of Tabitha with our newest boy. Maxwell is an orphan
who has been living with his grandparents since his mother passed away.
He is the younger brother of Rispa, one of our girls. I couldn't stop the
tears from coming to my eyes. I do what I do, so a brother and sister
can be reunited, so a young child can be safe and loved.
We're changing lives for the better and I say “we” because it is
not just me. It is every person who works at Rapha, every volunteer
who dedicates valuable time to support this work and every donor who contributes greatly needed
resources to support our children
I hope this news brings a little light and joy to your day. I hope it reminds you, as it did me,
why supporting our children continues to be so vital. If you are in a position to give right
now, then I ask you to do so generously. Give in celebration of our new Form 1 students and in
celebration of Maxwell and all of the children at Rapha Community Center.
Donate by mail: PO Box 452, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
Donate online: www.healraisingourworld.org

Together,

Thank you!

Pastor Alberta

Jennifer
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Grace Church Youth and Family Ministry

Grace and Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

Children and Youth Meeting

We are thrilled to announce that Grace Church has entered into a covenant agreement with Good
Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church (GSLC) to allow them to expand their existing, highly
successful preschool program into our two preschool classrooms. The new venture will be called
Little Lambs Academy at Grace, and will serve children ages 3-5.

We invite anyone interested in being part of our planning meeting (or if you just have questions
or concerns) to join us at our next Children and Youth Committee meeting:
Wednesday September 15th @ 8:15 p.m. VIA ZOOM
Zoom link will be sent out in the Grace Good News prior to meeting date.
Any questions or for the link, contact Sue Best @ 775.5079 or dsjbest@comcast.net.

Children/Family Fellowship
We invite you to join us on the Playground after worship on Sunday 9/19 for donuts and
Fellowship. Any questions, contact Holly Getty @ 345.3486

SAVE THE DATE
Sunday, October 17th (about noon?)
Grace Church goes to the Corn Maze!
This will be an Intergenerational Event
All are Welcome—Look in October Star for more details

The goals of the partnership will be:
To strengthen our relationship as Full-Communion partner congregations in order to
encourage one another, strengthen our witness in the community, and find creative ways to
serve new individuals and families in our region.
To build relationships between leaders and members at both congregations that nurtures
discipleship and invites further discernment about future forms of joint service.
To serve, nurture, and educate children aged 3-5 and their families through high quality early
childhood education and excellent year round child care.
To invite the members and staff of both congregations to participate in the enrichment
experiences, community building, and special events of Good Shepherd’s Little Lambs Early
Learning Center
To provide safe and appropriate space for these pre-k students at Grace, UCC, and by
extension to increase the availability for infant, toddler, and 2 year old care in Rutland by
making more space available at the GSLC campus.
To practice good stewardship of our resources through the purposeful sharing of space,
building expenses, expertise, and early childhood funding opportunities.
GSLC will operate the program, obtaining all necessary licenses and permits, hiring staff, and paying
for daily cleaning. Grace will provide the two classrooms, associated bathrooms, and the playground. The Fellowship Hall kitchen will be used to prepare breakfast and lunch for a maximum of
40 students. A member of Grace will serve on the Early Childhood Advisor Committee which,
along with the Executive Director, will oversee the program.

Please offer congratulations to the following as they celebrate September birthdays:
9/3—Marie Pomainville
24 Hayward Ave, Rutland

9/13—Jeff Freeman
110 Gables Place, Rutland

9/4—Ross Stevenson (90 years!)
The Meadows at East Mountain, Suite 1
240 Gables Place, Rutland

9/21—Marjorie Reuling
349 North Road, Castleton 05735
9/25—Pat Tucker
5 General Wing Rd, #136, Rutland
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Building expenses (utilities, space use, staff support) incurred in the designated spaces as a result of
the operation of the pre-k will be incorporated into the budget of Little Lambs as a monthly
contribution to Grace Church in the amount of $1,200 which will total $14,400 annually. The initial
term of the covenant is three years, with an annual review to insure that the Little Lambs
contribution is sufficient to cover all costs incurred by Grace in hosting the program. If you would
like to see the entire covenant agreement, please contact Kit Wallace at 775.4301 or
kit@gracechurchvt.org.
The new preschool is scheduled to open on October 4. We are excited to partner in this venture,
and to help parents in the Rutland community find quality, affordable preschool and childcare for
their children.
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Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord.

Grace Church in the Wider Community

Our Church’s Wider Mission Offering Received

Fall Music Programs
2021

Sunday, September 19

Grace Church is a 5 for 5 congregation supporting each of the 5 special offerings
of the United Church of Christ. Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) is one of those offerings.
Contributions given to OCWM support the work of the UCC nationally and locally through the
VT Conference. Special offering envelopes are included in pledge envelope boxes and will be
available on September 19, when we receive this special offering during worship.

Fall Kick-Off Sunday September 12 at 10:00 AM
Please join the Sanctuary Choir and brass
ensemble for morning worship as we
celebrate the start of a new choir
season!

Prayerfully consider your gift to support the work of our denomination here in Vermont and
throughout the world!

Olivia Boughton vocal recital September 26 at 4:00 PM

Breakfast Cookie Ministry
Thanks to everyone who contributes cookies or breakfast bars to the Methodist
Church breakfast ministry on the third Sunday of each month. An average of 70 to
80 breakfasts are served each Monday through Thursday, which is a huge service to
those who are food insecure in our community. Also needed are juice boxes or
pouches. Remember to bring your cookie or drink donations on Sept 19 this month.

Olivia Boughton will offer a recital
featuring music from the Renaissance and
Elizabethan periods and the world
premiere of Alastair Stout’s ‘Twice’ a
song-cycle of poetry by Emily Dickinson.

Meals for Women’s Dismas House

World Communion Sunday October 3 at 10:00 AM

Volunteers are needed to provide a meal for about 10
people monthly at Women's Dismas House. You do not
have to provide the entire meal; we are looking for several
people to commit to providing a part of each meal. Our next meal date is Tuesday, Sept 7.
Contact Sarah Pulcer if you can help with this mission (775-8861; sehenry2001@ yahoo.com).

Join us as the choirs of Grace Church
celebrate diversity, and explore worldwide musical styles.

Choir Start-up dates
Sanctuary Choir: Wed., Sept. 8, 7:00 p.m.
SSAA: Wed, Sept 8, 6:00 p.m.
TTBB: Wed, Sept 15, 6:00 p.m.

Handbells: Mon, Sept 13, 6:30 p.m.
Joyful Noise: Sun, Sept 12, 11:30 a.m.

After feedback from the Children’s Choir families, we are going to postpone Children’s Choir until
the participants can have their vaccinations. Please look for further announcements later in the fall.

Page 4 - The Star

Congratulations!
Proud great-grandparents Bob and Bette Parker announce the birth of Ella Elizabeth Maggy on
July 30. Ella is a healthy 8 pounds 6 ounces and 20 ¾” long. She is the daughter of Brooke and
Mitchel Maggy and granddaughter of Jeff and Robin Helwig and Marty and Barbara Maggy.
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Women at Grace Church

From the Treasurer ...

Women’s Ministries Sewing Group
CWS Book Bags
September 21 is our first sewing meeting when we sew school bags for the
CWS School Kit Program. The sewing group meets every month,
September through April, on the third Tuesday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. You
are not asked to stay the whole time and it is mostly straight, simple sewing. The group is always
looking for new members, so please come and join us!

Matt Getty, Treasurer

At this time we are collecting items to fill the school bags. Items needed for each bag:
 6 wooden #2 pencils with erasers
 3 70-page spiral notebooks
 1 hand-held pencil sharpener
 1 pair child metal scissors (blunt nose)
 1 box crayons - 24 pack
 12 inch Ruler (with inches and millimeters)
 1 large eraser (pink type)
Boxes for these donations will be located at the West Street entrance of the church. Questions:
Call Helen Willis (802.773.2115) or Nancy Jeski (802.775.3629).

Prayer Shawl Ministry—September 8
Prayer Shawls …
They wrap, shelter, cover, give solace, hug and comfort.
Those who have received shawls have been uplifted and affirmed,
as if they have been given wings to fly above their troubles.
We are beginning our 11th year of our Prayer Shawl Ministry and have given away more than 475
shawls to members and friends of Grace. Please consider joining us for an hour or so on
the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor
to knit and crochet. We have yarn, needles, and patterns. Want to learn? Come and we will teach
you.
For more information contact the Church Office at 775.4301 or Marty Barclay at 775.1076.

Don’t forget Food Shelf Sunday, September 5!
Donations go to the Community Cupboard.
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CET-Led Small Group Gatherings
It is not too late to sign up for a small group gathering facilitated by
members of the Congregational Engagement Team. Come speak about
your loves of Grace Church, your dreams for the future, and what gifts
and talents will be needed in the next settled pastor. Small groups of 8 or
less will be facilitated by two CET members. These are informal
gatherings hosted in your home - if you choose - or in the Church Parlor.
These are exciting times at Grace Church! Your comments will be used to craft the church profile
by the Search and Call Committee to attract who God is preparing to partner with Grace Church.
There are many times available, on multiple dates at multiple times. Call the church office
(775.4301) to register for a time or to be a host. God is in the midst! Let’s gather to hear from God
and to listen to one another.
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Flowers for Worship

ON-GOING WEEKLY EVENTS
SUNDAY
8:30 Chapel Service (starting 9/12)
10:00 Sanctuary Service

The Fortnightly Presents
Ely Cathedral - the Ship of the Fens

We all appreciate the beautiful flowers which grace
our Sanctuary each Sunday. Many of these are
provided in memory or celebration of a loved one.
In recent years, there has been some slippage in the
process, and flowers are sometimes not paid for.
Since our Flower Committee has few funds of its
own, this is not sustainable. We have therefore
implemented a new “pay as you go” system.

MONDAY
8:00 AA
5:30 AA
6:30 Bells rehearsal
TUESDAY
5:00 AA Women’s Group
7:00 AA Men’s Group

ALL are invited to hear Alastair Stout give a
short slide-show on Ely Cathedral where he
was a chorister from 1985-1989. Ely Cathedral,
nicknamed the 'Ship of the Fens' due to its
imposing presence over the surrounding
marshland, was founded in the 11th century in
honor of St. Etheldreda. Alastair will give an
overview of the building (one of the largest
cathedrals in the U.K), its history and traditions,
and will talk about his musical journey at the
cathedral and how it shaped his life.

Flowers for the Sanctuary cost $80, while those for
the Chapel are $35. If you would like flowers for a
given Sunday, please make that reservation with me
AND send a check to the church for the appropriate amount three weeks prior to your Sunday.

WEDNESDAY
8:00 AA
8:00 Prayer Group
9:30 Bible Study
12:00 AA

The talk is in the Chapel, with tea
and sweets afterwards in the
Parlor. Come and bring a friend!
All are invited (not just women!!).

Thank you all for your understanding, and for your
continued support of our flower ministry.

THURSDAY
12:00 AA
7:00 AA Men’s Group

David Hazen, Chair, Flower Committee

FRIDAY
8:00 AA
AA - Alcoholics Anonymous

SEPTEMBER EVENTS & MEETINGS
Wed, Sept. 1, 8:30 AM—Property Committee
Thurs, Sept. 2, 6:00 PM—Diaconate
Mon, Sept. 6—Church Office closed
Tues, Sept 7, 7 PM—Compassionate Friends
Wed, Sept. 8, 9:30 AM—Prayer Shawl
7:00 PM—Sanctuary Choir resumes
Sun, Sept. 12, 8:30 & 10 AM—Fall Kick-Off
11:30 AM—Joyful Noise resumes
Sun, Sept. 19, 10 AM—Commissioning of
Deacons
After worship—Children/Family fellowship
Tues, Sept 21, 9:00 AM—Sewing Group
Thurs, Sept 23, 2:00 PM—The Fortnightly
6:00 PM—Church Council
Sun, Sept 26, 4 PM—Olivia Boughton recital
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Grace Church Fall Rummage Sale
It’s time to clean out your closets !
Thursday, October 7 from 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Friday, October 8 from 9 a.m. - Noon (Bag Sale)
Donations will be accepted in Fellowship Hall beginning on Monday, Sept. 27 between 8 a.m. and
3:00 p.m. NO donations after Wednesday, October 6 at 3:00 p.m! We are looking for household
items, clothing (cleaned and wearable), small appliances (in good working condition), linens,
jewelry, and children’s toys and games. No sharp knives, televisions or microwaves, please.
Set-up and Sales Help Needed!
Set-up help is needed to set up and sort Monday through Thursday, October 4-7
Sales help is needed on Thursday, October 7 and Friday, October 8
Clean-up help is needed after the sale on Friday, October 8
For more information please contact Mary Doyle (772.4834), Sue Best (779.2632), or the Church
Office (775.4301). Thank you!
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